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Wisconsin  Passes  Gay  Rights  Bill 


By  Scott  Brookie 
.  MADISON,  WI  —  Wisconsin 
will  become  the  first  state  in  the 
United  States  with  a  statewide 
antidiscrimination  law  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  if  Governor  Lee 
Dreyfus  signs  a  bill  now  headed 
for  his  desk. 

The  bill,  sponsored  by  Rep. 
David  Clarenbach  (D-  Madison) 
was  passed  by  the  Wisconsin  State 
Assembly  in  November  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  No.  18)  and  a  slightly 


amended  version  was  approved  on 
a  voice  vote  in  the  State  Senate  on 
February  17.  A  voice  vote  means 
that  no  tally  was  kept.  The  Assem¬ 
bly  approved  the  amendment  on 
February  18  and  sent  the  bill  to  the 
governor. 

Dreyfus,  a  Republican,  has 
commented  that  he  has  “no  prob¬ 
lem”  with  the  bill  as  long  as  it  does 
not  require  affirmative  action,  in 
other  words,  as  long  as  it  does  not 
require  the  hiring  of  gay  men  and 


lesbians  to  compensate  for  past 
discrimination.  The  amendment 
approved  on  February  18,  which 
states  explicitly  that  the  measure 
does  not  call  for  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion,  was  designed  to  assure  the 
governor’s  signature. 

The  bill  will  reach  Dreyfus’s 
desk  next  week  and  he  will  have  six 
days  to  act  on  it.  If  the  bill  is 
signed,  it  will  become  effective  the 
following  day,  according  to  Clar¬ 
enbach. 


The  bill  adds  the  words  “sexual 
orientation”  to  an  existing  law  pro¬ 
hibiting  racial  and  other  forms  of 
discrimination.  It  outlaws  dis¬ 
crimination  in  housing,  employ¬ 
ment  in  both  the  public  and  private 
sectors,  public  accomodations 
(such  as  hotels,  restaurants,  retail 
businesses,  etc.),  and  the  National 
Guard,  and  in  administrative  rules 
(that  is,  formal  operating  policies 
of  a  governmental  agency).  Any 
firm  having  a  contract  with  the 


Demands  Reinstatement  to  Teaching  Job 


International  Support  Grows  for 
Belgian  Lesbian’s  Hunger  Strike 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BRUSSELS,  Belgium  —  Sup¬ 
ported  by  demonstrators  through¬ 
out  Western  Europe,  a  Belgian  les¬ 
bian  schoolteacher  has  entered  the 
fifth  week  of  a  hunger  strike  begun 
to  protest  her  dismissal. 

Eliane  Morrissens,  who  has 
been  a  chemistry  teacher,  for  23 
years,  was  fired  from  her  job  on 
October  30,  1980,  two  days  after 
appearing  on  a  national  television 
program  about  lesbians.  On  No¬ 
vember  6,  1980,  the  Hainaut 
Deputation  Permanente,  a  prdvin- 
cial  government  body  comprising 
six  male  Socialist  Party  members, 
voted  to  confirm  Morrissen’s  dis¬ 
missal. 

According  to  Nick  Cantisani,  a 
political  activist  in  Belgium,  Mor¬ 
rissens  appeared  on  the  television 
show,  giving  neither  her  name  nor 
the  name  of  her  school,  to  discuss 
both  her  lesbianism  and  the  dis¬ 
crimination  she  faced  as  a  female 
teacher  working  under  male  ad¬ 
ministrators.  Morrissens  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Flemish  Socialist  Party 
and  of  the  Radical  Party  and  is  a 
committed  trade  unionist.  Her 
trade  union  has  reportedly  refused 
to  assist  her. 

On  January  18  of  this  year, 
Morrissens  began  a  hunger  strike 
while  awaiting  an  appeal  of  her 
case.  Four  days  later,  the  appeal 
was  denied,  but  according  to  Can¬ 
tisani,  the  grounds  for  dismissal 
were  altered. 

“They  withdrew  from  the  accu¬ 
sation  the  part  that  said  she  was  a 
lesbian  and  left  solely  that  she  had 
criticized  the  school  administra¬ 
tion,”  Cantisani  told  GCN.  “[It’s] 
a  direct  infringement  on  the  right 
to  freedom  of  speech.” 

Cantisani  noted  that  the  offic¬ 
ials  who  heard  Morrissens’  appeal 
were  appointed  by  the  very  provin¬ 
cial  government  which  had  fired 
the  teacher  in  the  first  place.  “They 
appoint,  they  fire,  they  judge  and 
rejudge  themselves,”  he  said. 
“There  are  no  checks.” 

The  Belgian  government  funds 
both  public  and  private  schools. 
Public  schools  are  funded  and 
operated  by  the  government,  while 
private  schools  are  subsidized  by 
the  government  but  operated  by 
private  interests  such  as  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church.  Cantisani  explained 
that  different  nondiscrimination 
statutes  apply  to  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  schools  and  asserted  that 
Morrissens’  discharge  would  not 
have  occured  in  a  public  school. 

One  of  the  demands  upon  which 
Morrissens  has  based  her  hunger 
strike  calls  for  the  adoption  of 
non-discrimination  statutes  for 
private  schools  identical  to  those 
in  public  schools.  Morrissens  also 


Bernard  De  Wolff 

A  large  number  of  Dutch  demonstrators  gathered  at  the  Belgian  Embassy  in  The  Hague  on  Saturday,  Jan.  23, 
to  express  their  support  for  Morrissens. 


demands  reinstatement  to  her  job 
and  Belgian  adoption  of  a  recent 
Council  of  Europe  recommenda¬ 
tion  calling  for  protections  of  the 
rights  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  13). 

Demonstrations  have  been 
called  around  the  world  to  show 
support  for  the  teacher  and  her  de¬ 
mands.  Protesters  have  gathered 
in  Amsterdam,  London,  The 
Ha  ue,  Stockholm,  Helsinki, 
Paris,  Rome,  Bonn  and,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  16,  at  the  San  Francisco  of¬ 
fices  of  the  Belgian  airline  Sabena. 
The  latter  demonstration  was 
timed  to  coincide  with  a  visit  to  the 
U.S.  by  Belgian  Prime  Minister 
Wilfrid  Maertens. 

On  February  2,  Morrissens  was 
interviewed  on  national  television 
and  the  original  interview  from  the 
1980  program  on- lesbians  was  re¬ 
broadcast.  One  week  later  the 
chemistry  teacher  held  a  press  con¬ 
ference  which  received  widespread 
attention  in  the  Belgian  media. 

On  February  6,  according  to 
Cantisani,  a  large  crowd  of  dem¬ 
onstrators  converged  on  the 
Grand  Place  in  Brussels.  Police  re¬ 
portedly  arrested  50  protesters,  in¬ 
cluding  Olivier  Deleuze,  a  member 
of  the  Belgian  Parliament.  On 
February  1 1 ,  a  group  of  protesters 
staged  a  sit-in  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Deputation  and  met  with  the  act¬ 
ing  governor  of  the  province.  The 
officials  offered  to  mediate  a  pro¬ 


cess  with  the  king  but,  Cantisani 
told  GCN,  Morrissens  “was  not  in 
favor  of  that  because  that  would 
be  tantamount  to  a  pardon,  and 
that’s  not  what  she  wants.” 

Three  other  activists  have  re¬ 
cently  joined  Morrissens  in  her 
hunger  strike.  They  are  Cantisani, 
Guy  Spies  and  Agnes  Penoye. 
Spies  and  Penoye  are  active  in  the 
Flemish  Socialist  Party  and  Bel¬ 


gian  gay  organizations.  Cantisani 
told  GCN  of  his  reasons  for  join¬ 
ing  the  hunger  strike:  “I  am  not  a 
homosexual  myself,  but  I  am  do¬ 
ing  it  because  of  my  concept  of  de¬ 
mocracy.  I’m  revolted  by  the  fact 
that  these  basic  rights  and  protec¬ 
tions  are  not  guaranteed,  [and]  be¬ 
cause  I  am  very  sympathetic  with 
the  oppression  that  homosexuals 
Continued  on  Page  6 


state  is  also  bound  by  the  measure, 
whether  or  not  the  company  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  defines  “sexual  orienta¬ 
tion”  as  “heterosexual,  homosex¬ 
ual  or  bisexual,  having  a 
preference  or  history  for  either 
one,”  according  to  Clarenbach’s 
office. 

“I’m  overwhelmed,”  said  Lance 
Greene  of  The  United,  a  gay  and 
lesbian  social  change  and  service 
agency  in  Madison.  “No  one 
expected  [the  bill]  to  do  as  well  as  it 
did,  especially  considering  the  re¬ 
actionary  times  we’re  in,”  Greene 
told  GCN. 

Dan  Curd,  an  assistant  to  Clar¬ 
enbach,  told  GCN,  “1  think  that 
the  reason  the  bill  passed  was  be¬ 
cause  the  issue  addressed  was  dis¬ 
crimination  —  what  we’re  talking 
about  here  is  whether  or  not  you’re 
going  4o4olerate  any  form  of  dis¬ 
crimination.  The  proponents  of 
the  bill  represented  the  main¬ 
stream  of  the  religious  community 
and  civic  groups  and  so  on,  and 
they  spoke  very  eloquently  and  un¬ 
derstood  what  was  at  issue  here.” 
Curd  added  that  the  opponents  of 
the  bill  “came  across  as  trying  to 
intimidate  and  promote  fear.  Peo¬ 
ple  saw  those  fears  as  being  based 
on  prejudice  and  intolerance.” 

In  an  earlier  interview  with 
GCN,  Clarenbach  cited  strong 
support  from  religious  organiza¬ 
tions  as  an  important  factor  in  the 
bill’s  passage.  Among  those  en¬ 
dorsing  the  measure,  according  to 
Clarenbach,  were  bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist,  Lutheran, 
Presbyterian  and  Episcopal 
churches,  the  president  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Catholic 
Archbishop  Weakland  of  Mil¬ 
waukee  and  the  American  Baptist 
Church. 

Three  states,  Michigan,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  California,  have  ex¬ 
ecutive  orders  banning  anti-gay 
discrimination,  Clambach  told 
GCN,  But  none  are  as  far  reaching 
as  the  Wisconsin  measure,  and 
none  require  approval  by  state  leg¬ 
islatures,  although  they  were  sub¬ 
ject  to  legislative  veto. 

“This  is  a  significant  victory  for 
all  people  who  value  human  rights 
and  a  blow  to  those  who  promote 
bigotry  and  prejudice,”  said  Clar¬ 
enbach  in  a  press  release.  “I  hope 
the  passage  of  this  historic  law  will 
send  a  message  to  those  who  prop¬ 
agate  misconception  and  fear,  that 
courage  and  human  compassion 
are  still  very  much  alive  in  this 

country.”  ,  , 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Gay  Groups  Outraged 

Reagan  Nominee  Draws  Fire 


By  David  Morris 

WASHINGTON— Widespread 
protests  have  followed  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  Reagan 
Administration  will  nominate  B. 
Sam  Hart,  a  conservative  minister 
and  radio  evangelist  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  to  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights 
Commission. 

Reaction  was  almost  immediate 
to  Hart’s  statements  at  a  February 
10  press  conference  that  he  does 
not  believe  gay  men  and  lesbians 
have  a  civil  rights  cause,  that  he 
opposes  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment,  that  he  is  against  busing  as  a 
means  of  integrating  schools  and 
that  he  agrees  with  Reagan  that 
private  segregated  schools  should 
be  denied  tax  exemption  only 
through  legislation. 

“I  am  black,”  Hart  told  re¬ 


porters.  “I  can  not  change  that. 
That’s  a  civil  rights  issue.  .  .  . 
[Homosexuals]  have  chosen  a  way 
of  life.  They  have  to  accept  the 
consequences.” 

Concerning  the  ERA,  Hart 
commented,  ‘‘I  am  all  for  equal 
rights.  I  do  not  equate  equal  rights 
with  the  amendment.  I  don’t  see 
the  need  for  an  amendment.” 

Melvin  Boozer  of  the 
Washington  office  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force,  who  termed 
Hart’s  nomination  “outrageous,” 
confirmed  the  widespread  nature 
of  the  opposition.  “It’s  not  just 
women  and  it’s  not  just  blacks,  it’s 
also  the  traditional  civil  rights 
groups.” 

Boozer  said  Althea  Simmons, 
head  of  the  Washington  bureau  of 
the  NAACP,  had  told  him  the 


nomination  “makes  a  mockery 
out  of  civil  rights.”  And  a  meeting 
of  groups  opposing  Hart’s 
nomination  has  been  called  in 
Washington  for  Thursday,  Febru¬ 
ary  18  by  the  League  of  United 
Latin  American  Citizens,  a  civil 
rights  group. 

Boozer  told  GCN  that  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  greatest  value  to  gay  men 
and  lesbians  lies  in  its  power  to 
deal  with  relations  between  the 
community  and  the  police.  A 
study  on  police  brutality  the  Com¬ 
mission  conducted  last  year,  for 
example,  documented  a  long  his¬ 
tory  of  police  brutality  against  gay 
people  in  several  cities  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  police  departments 
actively  recruit  lesbian  and  gay 
men. 

Continued  on  Page  12 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“The  time  has  come  to  get  government  off  of  our 
fronts.” 

—Gore  Vidal,  author  and  possible  candidate  for 
U.S.  Senate,  in  a  campaign  speech  reported  by  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle,  Feb.  1, 1982. 


bill  graves’  bill’s  grave 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  A  committee  of  the  Okla¬ 
homa  House  of  Representatives  has  voted  down  a  bill 
written  as  a  challenge  to  a  recent  court  decision  man¬ 
dating  on-campus  status  for  lesbian  and  gay  uni¬ 
versity  groups. 

By  an  overwhelming  vote,  the  Higher  Education 
Committee  on  Feb.  17  disapproved  a  bill  by  Represen¬ 
tative  Bill  Graves  of  Oklahoma  City  which  would  have 
prohibited  universities  from  recognizing  student 
organizations  which  recommend,  promote  or  advo¬ 
cate  sexual  activity  between  unmarried  persons. 
Modelled  after  the  Bush-Trask  amendment  of  Florida, 
which  was  recently  struck  down  by  that  state’s 
supreme  court  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  30),  Graves’  bill 
was  intended  to  override  a  recent  Oklahoma  Supreme 
Court  ruling  granting  official  status  to  the  Gay  Ac¬ 
tivist  Alliance  of  the  University  of  Oklahoma  at  Nor¬ 
man  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9.,  No.  25). 

(Five  years  after  its  legal  battle  began,  the 
Alliance  won  official  approval  as  an  official  organiza¬ 
tion  at  the  Norman  campus  on  Jan.  25. 

Lobbyist  and  gay  activist  Keith  Smith,  who  ac¬ 
tively  opposed  the  Graves  bill,  told  GCN  he  expects  to 
help  organize  an  on-campus  gay  group  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Oklahoma  at  Stillwater  when  he  resumes  his 
studies  there  in  the  fall. 


i 


happy  hustling 

WASHINGTON  —  Despite  the  probable  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  government  sponsors,  the  first  nation¬ 
wide  study  on  male  prostitution  sheds  favorable  light 
on  post-Stonewall  hustling. 

Compiled  for  the  federal  Health  and  Human  Ser¬ 
vices  Department  by  a  San  Francisco  consulting  firm, 
the  $250,000  study  found  that  “many  adolescent 
males  involved  in  hustling  exhibit  positive  self- 
images,”  that  most  are  gay-identified  and  enjoy  gex 
and  that  many  find  “their  only  true  families”  ame'rtg 
the  gay  people  they  meet  hustling. 

According  to  UPI,  “Adolescent  Male  Prostitution: 
A  Study  of  Sexual  Exploitation,  Etiological  Factors 
and  Runaway  Behavior”  is  based  on  interviews  with 
officials  and  social  workers  in  seven  cities  and  with  79 
male  hustlers  in  San  Francisco  and  New  York. 

“There  appears  to  be  an  increasing  number  of 
adolescent  males  involved  in  prostitution  and  this  in¬ 
crease  appears  to  be  related  to  the  growth  of  the  gay 
subculture  and  the  liberation  of  gay  attitudes,”  the 
report  said. 

The  study  found  that  despite  stereotypes  and  re¬ 
cent  news  accounts,  very  few  hustlers  are  under  16, 
practically  none  has  a  pimp  and  none  of  those  studied 
had  been  lured  into  prostitution  by  child  por- 
nographers.  Hustling,  the  study  said,  represents  “ex¬ 
citement  and  thrills”  to  some  and  “independence  and 
freedom”  to  others. 


average  prurience 

FT.  LAUDERDALE,  FL  —  The  City  Commission 
of  Ft.  Lauderdale  has  voted  unanimously  to  pass  a 
controversial  ordinance  banning  “matter  which  the 
average  person,  applying  contemporary  community 
standards,  would  find,  when  considered  as  a  whole, 
appeals  to  the  prurient  interest,”  according  to  The 
Weekly  News. 

The  Commission  passed  the  bill  over  the  objec¬ 
tions  of  its  own  city  attorney,  who  recommended  the 
city  wait  until  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  rules  on  a 
challenge  to  a  similar  law  recently  passed  in  Idaho. 

Seven  bookstores,  including  at  least  three  with  a 
substantial  gay  clientele,  are  believed  to  be  the 
targets  of  the  new  law.  An  attorney  for  those  stores 
has  said  his  clients  would  not  wait  for  enforcement  of 
the  law,  but  would  file  lawsuits  immediately  to  have  it 
declared  unconstitutional. 

One  city  commissioner  has  estimated  that  de¬ 
fending  the  ordinance  may  cost  the  city  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars. 


more  flexible  attitudes 

LONDON  —  The  Associated  Press  reports  that 
the  British  army  has  changed  its  guidelines  for  dis¬ 
missing  gay  soldiers. 

AP  says  a  Defense  Ministry  official  has  stated 
that  homosexuality  would  remain  an  offense  in  the 
military  but  that  commanding  officers  were  being  told 
to  be  “flexible”  in  handling  discharges  in  keeping 
with  "society’s  more  liberal  attitudes”  toward  gay 
people. 

“We  told  commanders  to  consider  the  way  that 
society  generally  now  regards  homosexuality,”  the 
AP  dispatch  quotes  the  official  as  saying. 

The  official  said  commanders  will  nowhavedis- 
cretion  in. issuing  discharges  that  do  not  specify  a  rea¬ 
son  for  the  dismissal  but  would  not  confirm  reports 
that  court-martials  against  lesbian  and  gay  soldiers 
would  be  unlikely  in  the  future. 

In  the  past  four  years,  257  men  and  160  women 
have  been  dismissed  from  the  British  army  because 
they  are  homosexual. 


tuned  out 

NEW  YORK  —  Radio  Station  WBAI,  the  Pacifica 
affiliate  in  New  York  City,  has  announced  that  it  has 
dissolved  its  Gay  Men’s  Department,  according  to  a 
report  in  the  New  York  Native. 

Program  Director  Samori  Marksman,  in  a  letter  to 
Rudy  Grillo,  the  most  recent  director  of  the  depart¬ 
ment,  referred  to  an  alleged  failure  of  department 
members  to  interact  with  the  rest  of  the  staff.  Marks¬ 
man  reportedly  told  the  Native  that  he  has  con¬ 
sistently  opposed  the  formation  of  special  interest 
departments,  including  proposed  departments  for 
blacks,  Hispanics,  lesbians  and  older  persons. 

Marksman  claimed  that  the  producers  of  gay  pro¬ 
grams  will  retain  the  same  degree  of  autonomy  over 
program  content  as  before. 

The  Gay  Men’s  Departm'ent  has  been  in  conflict 
with  WBAI  management  since  announcer  Charles 
Pitts  was  fired  last  year.  Last  April  the  show  “Gay 
Rap”  was  cut  from  90  minutes  to  one  hour  and  in 
October  its  producer,  David  Wynand,  then-director  of 
the  department,  was  placed  on  a  three  month  leave  of 
absence. 


even  in  conservative  regions 

WILLIAMSBURG,  VA  —  Students  at  the  country’s 
oldest  law  school  have  adopted  a  student  government 
constitution  which  includes  gay  men  and  lesbians 
among  the  groups  protected  from  discrimination  in 
student  government  activities. 

The  new  constitution  was  approved  in  a  student 
referendum  held  on  January  21  after  the  student  gov¬ 
ernment  board  of  directors  at  the  Marshall-Wythe 
School  of  Law  at  William  and  Ma'rjy  College  had 
adopted  the  proposed  constitution  with  no  dissenting" 
votes. 

Ninety  percent  of  the  students  voting  in  the  refer¬ 
endum  approved  the  constitution,  which  bans  dis¬ 
crimination  due  to  race,  color,  marital  status,  national 
origin, physical  handicap, political  affiliation,  race,  reli¬ 
gion  and  sex  as  well  as  sexual  orientation. 

Loren  Meyers,  who  presided  over  the  committee 
which  drafted  the  proposal,  said  its  adoption  “shows 
that  even  in  conservative  regions  of  the  nation,  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  individuals  will  support  broad  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  measures.” 


supply  and  demand 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Advocate  Experience,  “an 
intensive  weekend  workshop  designed  for  gay  peo¬ 
ple,”  has  folded. 

According  to  the  Advocate,  the  “human-potential 
movement  organization”  has  recently  had  a  sharp 
drop  in  enrollment.  Advocate  Experience  Executive 
Director  Rich  Bogan  explained,  “It  may  be  that  the 
’70s-style  self-improvement  seminar  with  a  charis¬ 
matic  leader  is  not  what  today’s  consumer  is  looking 
for.  That  wave  is  passing  and  another  is  forming.” 

The  Advocate  Research  and  Education  Fund, 
which  administered  the  Experience,  will  reportedly 
remain  in  existence,  possibly  to  offer  future  work¬ 
shops  on  demand,  with  a  royalty  paid  for  use  of 
materials. 


rowdy  drunks 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  gay  band  was  harassed  by 
fraternity  members  during  a  recent  performance  at 
the  Los  Angeles  Hilton  Hotel,  according  to  Bay  Area 
Reporter  of  San  Francisco. 

Members  of  Kappa  Delta  Fraternity  threw  dinner 
rolls  and  fired  carbon  dioxide  fire  extinguishers  at  mu¬ 
sicians  of  the  Great  American  Yankee  Band  while  the 
band  performed  at  a  celebration  of  the  thirtieth  anni¬ 
versary  of  One,  Inc.,  the  oldest  gay  organization  in  the 
country. 

Hotel  officials  took  no  action  against  the  frater¬ 
nity  members,  described  by  observers  as  “rowdy 
drunks,”  other  than  to  warn  them  they  would  be  asked 
to  leave  the  hotel  if  their  objectionable  behavior  con¬ 
tinued. 


no  choice  but  to  fight 

CLARKSVILLE,  TN  — •  One  of  13  men  arrested 
last  April  for  sex  in  a  public  park  plans  to  challenge 
the  constitutionality  of  the  “crimes  against  nature 
statute”  under  which  he  was  charged. 

Gaze,  a  lesbian  and  gay  newspaper  in  Memphis, 
reports  that  Gary  Hodges,  the  man’s  attorney,  said, 
“There’s  no  choice  but  to  fight _ The  only  alterna¬ 

tive  is  to  challenge  the  statute  on  consitutional 
grounds.” 

The  defendant,  who  chose  not  to  be  named  in  the 
Gaze  article,  is  reportedly  “on  the  verge  of  a  nervous 
breakdown”  as  a  result  of  his  arrest.  He  has  dropped 
out  of  Austin  Peay  University,  where  he  was  a  student 
at  the  time. 

Hodges  told  Gaze  that  the  district  attorney  ap¬ 
peared  willing  to  reduce  the  felony  charges  against 
the  13  men  to  misdemeanor  “lewd  conduct”  charges 
but  that  publicity  in  the  local  press  forced  him  to  call 
off  the  reduction  of  charges  for  political  reasons. 

A  newspaper  account  listed  the  names, 
addresses  and  places  of  employment  of  the  men,  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  loss  of  his  job  for  at  least  one  of  the  13. 


disarmingly  gay 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  new  Task  Force  on 
Nuclear  Disarmament  is  forming  for  Boston-area 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  Task  Force  will  be  organizing  a  gay  contin¬ 
gent  for  the  international  demonstration  in  New  York 
on  June  12,  called  to  coincide  with  the  UN’s  special 
session  on  disarmament. 

The  first  Task  Force  meeting  will  be  at  5:30  p.m. 
on  Wednesday,  Feb.  24  at  New  Words  Bookstore,  186 
Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge. 

For  more  information,  call  Cathy  at  (617) 
661-0974. 


prisoners’  rights 

PETERSBURG,  VA  —  Jack  Kunsman,  who  re¬ 
cently  wrote  one  of  GCN’ s ‘first  Speaking  Out  col¬ 
umns  by  prisoners,  has  just  finished  writing  (typing, 
copying,  and  hand-binding)  the  first  volume  of  his  En¬ 
cyclopedia  of  Prisoners’  Rights.  The  subject' of  this 
book  is  "Civil  Rights  for  State  and  Federal  Prisoners,” 
and  it  deals  in  accurate  and  readable  (non-legalese) 
fashion  with  details  on  how  prisoners  can  protect 
their  constitutional  and  civil  rights,  what  to  do  in  order 
to  present  their  conditions-of-confinement  lawsuits 
in  federal  courts  and  recent  case  law  on  major  court 
decisions  dealing  with  prisoners’  rights. 

It  is  listed  as  Volume  3  in  a  projected  14-volume 
set  covering  such  topics  as  legal  research,  habeas 
corpus  for  state  and  federal  prisoners,  litigation  for 
victims  of  sexual  assault  in  prison,  prisoners’  rights  in 
disciplinary  hearings,  parole  rights  and  much  more. 
As  they  become  available,  the  books  will  be  listed  in 
the  Prisoner  PenPal  Space  in  the  GCN  Classifieds 
(every  other  week). 

Orders  for  the  130-page  book  should  be  sent  to: 
Jack  Kunsman/GCN,  507  Northampton  St.,  Easton, 
PA  18042.  (His  mother  is  filling  the  orders.)  Allow  two 
to  three  weeks  for  delivery.  Cost  is  $10  plus  $1.50 
postage.  ($8.75  total  for  those  in  prison.  This  is  his 
cost.)  No  personal  checks.  Donations  to  GCN  for 
sending  these  to  gay  jailhouse  lawyers  will  be  very 
gratefully  accepted.  Thanks. 
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BU  Gay  Group  Pushes  Quietly  for  Policy  Change 


By  Mark  A.  Perigard 

BOSTON  —  Fearing  a  backlash 
from  the  administration,  the  Gay 
People  of  Boston  University 
(GPBU)  is  keeping  a  low  profile 
over  a  proposed  non-discrimina¬ 
tion  statement. 

According  to  GPBU  President 
Jeff  Gerson,  the  administration 
has  forced  the  group  to  become 
apolitical  if  it  wants  to  continue  to 
receive  funding  for  future  events. 

Currently,  BU’s  anti-discrimin¬ 
ation  poljcy  pr  hi  bits  discrimin¬ 
ation  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
national  origin,  religion,  sex,  age, 
handicap  and  veteran  status.  The 
proposed  policy  change  would  add 
sexual  preference  to  the  list. 

Although  GPBU  began  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  have  the  statement 
adopted  last  fall,  Gerson  said  the 
group  is  remaining  quiet  because, 
“the  more  vocal  you  are,  the  more 
you  get  hassled.” 

Recently,  the  Student  Activities 
Office  (SAO)  refused  to  release 
$1375  of  the  group’s  funds  for  a 


dance  on  the  grounds  that  the 
funds  had  been  intended  for  other 
events,  such  as  lectures. 

While  Gerson  said  the  group 
was  technically  in  the  wrong  for 
trying  to  requisition  the  money  for 
the  dance,  he  added,  “The  admini¬ 
stration  is  so  repressive.  We  have 
so  many  borders  around  us,  it 
makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  do 
anything.  They  can  keep  knocking 
us  down  left  and  right  over  tech¬ 
nicalities.  We’re  full-time  stu¬ 
dents,  and  we  can’t  play  around 
with  this  nonsense.” 

However,  members  of  other  stu¬ 
dent  groups  have  also  complained 
of  difficulties  in  getting  funds 
released  and  have  cited  the  turn¬ 
over  in  personnel  in  the  SAO  as 
part  of  the  reason.  “They  were 
never  strict  before,  and  now  they 
are  cracking  down,”  Gerson  said. 
“But  I  feel  it  is  partly  because  the 
group  is  fairly  controversial,  be¬ 
cause  of  our  sexuality.” 

The  group  finally  had  to  settle 
for  a  private  party  in  Gerson’s 


apartment,  for  which  it  received 
no  funds.  Gerson  said  the  group 
has  had  difficulties  about  hanging 
posters  for  events  on  university 
property  and  in  arranging  to  have 
a  display  case  in  one  of  the  student 
lounges. 

Gerson,  concerned  about  fund¬ 
ing  for  future  events,  said  the 
group  is  “on  probation.” 

He  described  the  GPBU  as  hav¬ 
ing  about  25  core  members  who 
are  fairly  conservative.  “The 
group  offers  support  for  those 
who  are  just  coming  out,  but  for 
those  who  are  already  out,  the 
group  has  nothing.” 

However,  members  of  GPBU 
may  be  forced  into  acting  on  the 
proposed  non-discrimination 
statement,  whether  or  not  they 
want  to.  Last  week,  the  student 
government  or  “Forum,”  of  the 
largest  school  on  the  university, 
the  College  of  Liberal  Arts,  went 
on  record  in  favor  of  the  state¬ 
ment. 

Forum  President  Don  Gorton 


said  the  administration’s  refusal  to 
adopt  the  statement  because  they 
are  not  mandated  by  the  federal 
government  to  do  so  “is  a  curious 
argument.  If  the  civil  rights  acts 
were  not  federally  mandated, 
would  they  offer  protection  to 
blacks? 

“Boston  University  has  a  moral 
obligation  to  enact  this  clause.  BU 
must  show  that  it  supports  the 
rights  of  all  students  to  enjoy  the 
rights  of  the  community  and  that  it 
will  not  tolerate  discrimination.” 

Gorton  added,  “Does  the  ad¬ 
ministration  really  think  that  by 
enacting  this  non-discrimination 
clause,  homosexuality  will  sweep 
the  campus?” 

Gorton  has  pledged  to  take  the 
issue  to  the  administration,  and 
Gerson,  who  was  unaware  that  the 
Forum  would  take  a  stand  on  the 
proposal,  said  the  GPBU  must 
now  decide  whether  to  continue  its 
campaign  or  wait  until  next  Sep¬ 
tember. 

“We  won’t  get  a  non-discrimin¬ 


ation  clause  until  BU  wants  one,” 
Gerson  said. 

Associate  Provost  Jon  Westling 
told  the  Daily  Free  Press,  an  inde¬ 
pendent  newspaper  serving  the  BU 
community,  that  it  was  his  person¬ 
al  opinion  that  the  university 
should  not  appear  to  encourage 
homosexuality.  “I  do  not  believe 
the  university,  in  effect,  should  say 
that  homosexuality  is  normative, 
that  homosexuality  is  a  desirable, 
proper  form  of  human  sexual  be¬ 
havior,”  he  said. 

Boston  University  President 
John  R.  Silber  was  unavailable  for 
comment,  but  a  reliable  source 
told  GCN  that  Silber  has  stated  in 
the  past  that  he  would  never  fire 
any  faculty  member  for  being  gay, 
but  that  he  does  not  feel  homosex¬ 
uality  is  a  normal  lifestyle. 

“Gay  people  should  stay  in  the 
closet;  that’s  what  they  are  made 
for,”  he  reportedly  said. 


Activist  Sid  Peck  Charged 


Judge  Hears  Arguments 
In  Sexual  Harassment  Case 


By  Jil  Clark 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  mo¬ 
tion  session  on  a  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  suit  centering  on  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity  was  heard  in  Middlesex 
County  Court  on  February  9,  and, 
according  to  observers  in  the  court 
room  that  day,  Judge  Charles  Al¬ 
berti  indicated  that  he  considered 
the  allegations  of  harassment  and 
the  subject  of  sexual  harassment 
itself  to  be  “a  very  serious  matter 
of  the  law.” 

The' suit,  Betsy  Stanko  and 
Ximena  Bunster  v.  The  Trustees  of 
Clark  University  et  al,  stems  from 
allegations  of  sexual  harassment 
made  over  a  year  ago  by  Stanko, 
an  associate  professor  of  sociol¬ 
ogy,  Bunster,  a  visiting  professor 
of  anthropology  whose  contract 
with  the  sociology  department  was 
not  renewed  this  year,  and  three 
other  employees  at  the  university 
who  did  not  join  the  suit.  The  five 
claimed  they  were  for  a  period  of 
longer  than  a  year  sexually  har¬ 
assed,  verbally  and  physically,  by 
SidneyPeckjenowned  anti-war  ac¬ 
tivist  and  chair  of  the  sociology  de¬ 
partment  during  the  period  that 
some  of  the  alleged  harassment 
took  place  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No. 
25). 

Stanko  and  Bunster  are  also 
charging  in  the  suiLlhat  Peck,  so¬ 
ciology  professor  Robert  Ross,  a 
number  of  university  administra¬ 
tors  and  a  university  attorney  par¬ 
ticipated  in  retaliation  against  the 
women  submitting  the  complaints 
and  their  supporters. 

The  suit  alleges,  for  example, 
that  university  attorney  Michael 
Michaels  attempted  to  coerce  Bun¬ 
ster,  a  Chilean  political  refugee, 
into  dropping  the  harassment 
charges  by  offering  to  sign  papers 
allowing  her  to  immigrate  to  this 
country. 

In  the  suit,  Stanko  and  Bunster 
also  claim  that  Peck  attempted  to 
discredit  the  five  women  by 
spreading  a  rumor  among  faculty 
that  the  women’s  supporters  were 
all  lesbian  feminists. 

In  another  of  the  15  counts  of 
the  suit,  Bunster  and  Stanko  hold 
several  university  administrators 
liable  —  personally  and  as  agents 
of  the  institution  —  for  breaking 
their  promise  of  protection  and 
confidentiality  to  those  who  test¬ 
ified  against  Peck  before  a  griev¬ 
ance  committee. 

The  1964  Civil  Rights  Act  re¬ 
quires  employers  of  institutions  re¬ 
ceiving  federal  funds  to  protect 
employees  from  sexual  harass¬ 


ment,  maintain  a  speedy  sexual 
harassment  grievance  procedure, 
and  protect  employees  who  make 
sexual  harassment  complaints 
from  retaliation. 

Before  the  judge,  Marion  Lill 
and  Wendy  Kaplan,  attorneys  for 
Stanko  and  Bunster,  described 
some  of  the  alleged  incidents  of 
sexual  harassment  by  Peck.  In  one 
such  alleged  instance,  Peck, 
dressed  in  only  a  bathrobe,  per¬ 
formed  calisthenics  which  in¬ 
cluded  head  stands  in  front  of 
Bunster,  who  had  been  an  over¬ 
night  guest  at  the  Peck’s  Cam¬ 
bridge  home.  Bunster  alleges  that, 
on  that  morning,  after  his  wife 
Lousie  Peck  left  the  house.  Peck 
chastized  Bunster  for  emerging 
from  her  room  fully  dressed 
instead  of  in  her  pajamas. 

Peck’s  attorney,  Jean  Baker, 
objected  to  the  presentation  of 
these  allegations  in  court  on  the 
grounds  that  she  had  no  prior 
knowledge  of  them,  but  Judge 
Alberti  dismissed  her  objection. 

Clark  University  attorneys  pre¬ 
sented  17  motions  to  dismiss  vari¬ 
ous  charges  in  the  suit,  most  of 
which  were  based  on  technicalities. 
According  to  Cynthia  Enloe,  a 
profesor  of  government  at  Clark 
who  was  present  in  the  court 
room,  the  motions  made  by  the  at¬ 
torneys  for  the  university  “  triv¬ 
ialized  the  matter  of  sexual  harass¬ 
ment.” 

In  one  motion  to  dismiss,  attor¬ 
neys  representing  the  university 
reasoned  that  the  Civil  Rights  Act 
does  not  apply  in  this  case  because 
the  Sociology  Department  was  not 
receiving  any  federal  grants  at  the 
time  of  the  alleged  harassment. 
Lill  and  Kaplan  countered  that, 
since  the  university  does  receive 
federal  monies,  every  department 
of  the  school  benefits  indirectly 
from  these. 

Attorneys  also  motioned  for  a 
change  of  venue,  which  would 
move  the  case  to  Worcester  Coun¬ 
ty  Court,  on  the  grounds  that  the 
school  and  many  of  the  adminis¬ 
trators  being  sued  live  there  rather 
than  in  Middlesex  County.  Attor¬ 
neys  for  Buster  and  Stanko  count¬ 
ered  that  sexual  harassment  went 
on  off  campus  and  outside  of 
Worcester  County. 

On  whether  to  accept  this  and 
the  other  motions  to  dismiss, 
Judge  Alberti  is  expected  to  take 
until  early  March  to  decide  what, 
if  any,  of  the  motions  to  dismiss  he 
will  honor.  At  that  point,  so  long 
as  the  judge  does  not  dismiss  the 


entire  case,  jury  selection  will 
begin. 

Holly  Ladd,  an  attorney  who 
observed  the  proceedings,  said 
that  a  ehange  of  venue  could  sev¬ 
erely  damage  the  women’s  suit,  be¬ 
cause  the  judge  there  “would  be 
more  likely  to  be  sympathetic  to 
Clark  University.” 

Enloe  remarked  that  the  attor¬ 
neys  for  the  school  seemed 
“poorly  prepared,  as  if  they 
hadn’t  expected  the  matter  to  be 
taken  seriously.” 

She  added  that  Lill  and  Kaplan 
“did  a  superlative  job.  .  .  .  The 
judge  at  the  end  congratulated 
them  on  their  fine  preparation.” 

In  Colorado 


Boston  University  President  John  Silber 


Lesbian  Mother  Loses  Appeal 


By  Jil  Clark 

DENVER,  CO.  —  The 
Colorado  Court  of  Appeals  has 
upheld  a  trial  court  ruling  that  the 
children  of  a  lesbian  mother  here 
should  not  live  with  her  because 
they  may  in  the  future  experience 
difficulties  in  their  peer 
relationships  if  the  mother’s  sexual 
preference  becomes  known. 

The  mother  is  awaiting  a  deci¬ 
sion  by  the  state  Supreme  Court 
about  whether  it  will  hear  a  second 
and  final  appeal  of  the  case,  re- 
fered  to  as  M.  v.  M. 

The  parents  of  the  13-year  old 
girl  and  six-year  old  boy  concerned 
have  been  vying  for  custody  since 
their  divorce  two  years  ago.  The 
children  are  still  living  with  their 
mother. 

“Neither  the  trail  judge  nor  the 
Appellate  Court  were  able  to  point 
to  any  specific  reference  in  the 
record  to  indicate  that  the  children 
were  not  well  adjusted  or  were  ex¬ 
periencing  peer  pressure,”  said 
Rosalyn  Richter  of  Lambda  Legal 
Defense,  which  filed  an  amicus 
curiae  (friend  of  the  court)  brief  in 
the  case. 

“What  really  disturbs  me  is  that 
the  Appellate  Court  simply  af¬ 
firmed  the  judgment  of  the  trial 
court  without  seriously  examining 
the  evidence  in  the  case,”  Richter 
added. 

Lambda  attorneys  and  Alan 
Bucholtz,  the  mother’s  counsel, 
argued  in  court  that  the  lower 
court  judge  had  denied  the  mother 
custody  solely  because  she  is  a  les¬ 
bian  and  that  the  ruling  is  a  vio¬ 


lation  of  the  Uniform  Child  Cus¬ 
tody  Jurisdiction  Act,  which  Colo¬ 
rado  has  adopted. 

According  to  the  Act  in  award¬ 
ing  custody,  the  court  is  prohibited 
from  considering  the  conduct  of  a 
parent  which  does  not  affect  the 
parent’s  relationship  with  the 
child. 

According  to  Bucholtz,  the  Col¬ 
orado  courts  have  said  in  effect 
that  a  parent’s  homosexuality  can 
be  considered  even  if  there  is  no 
evidence  to  show  that  it  has  had 
any  actual  impact  on  the  children. 

“Two  out  of  three  experts,  in¬ 
cluding  the  court  appointed  psy¬ 
chologist,  found  that  the  children 
were  not  being  teased,  although 
they  all  said  that  this  is  always  a 
possibility  in  the  future,”  said 
Richter. 

“If  the  judges  are  going  to  draw 
their  own  conclusions  regardless 
of  the  evidence  presented,  then 
these  custody  battles  are  always 
going  to  be  a  hard  fight  ...  be¬ 
cause  judges  can  predict  teasing  or 
whatever  they  want,”  she  added. 

Richter  said  that  she  believes 
“there  is  an  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  the  courts  to  listen  to  the 
changing  view  of  lesbian  and  gay 
parenting.  Experts  from  the  med¬ 
ical  establishment  testify  that  (a 
parent’s  lesbianism  or  gayness]  has 
no  impact  on  the  child,  that  they 
won’t  all  grow  up  being  gay.” 

Is  the  court  “punishing  the  vic¬ 
tim”  when  it  takes  children  away 
from  a  lesbian  parent  because  they 
may  bare  the  brunt  of  some  anti¬ 
lesbian  sentiment? 


Gerald  Gerash,  gay  activist  and 
attorney  in  Denver,  thinks  so. 
“The  court  isn’t  coming  down  on 
the  oppressors  of  lesbians.  It’s 
coming  down  on  the  victims.” 

“Most  importantly,”  Gerash 
continued,  “the  court  isn’t  really 
considering  the  best  interest  of  the 
child,  which  is  to  live  with  a  nur¬ 
turing  parent.  It’s  considering  only 
one  of  many  pressures  kids  will  be 
under  from  their  peers  and  inflat¬ 
ing  that  to  saying  it’s  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  other  factors.” 

Bucholtz  thinks  that  “the  court 
has  a  perfect  right  to  consider  teas¬ 
ing  if  it  exists  .  .  .  but  the  question 

is,  how  does  teasing  effect  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  parent  and  child.  Teas¬ 
ing  itself  isn’t  as  important  as  how 
you  deal  with  it.  And  who’s  to  say 
teasing  will  have  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  relationship  of  the  child 
with  the  parent,  which  is  what  the 
court  is  supposed  to  be  consider¬ 
ing.  It  may  in  fact  bring  the  parent 
and  child  closer  together  by  their 
having  to  sit  down  and  talk  about 

it. ” 

Gerash  commented,  “Experts 
say  every  child  has  something  to  be 
teased  about:  because  your  par¬ 
ents  are  divorced  or  because  your 
parents  are  fat.  This  is  one  of  the 
things  that  makes  for  a  stronger 
person.  Being  strong  enough  to 
survive  is  as  important  as  being 
nurtured.” 

The  Colorado  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals,  in  earlier  decisions,  granted 
custody  to  a  transsexual  parent 
and  to  a  parent  in  an  “adulterous 
relationship.” 
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Community 

gay  daddies 

Dear  GCN : 

Permit  me  to  offer  a  technical  correction  to  Jil 
Clark’s  excellent  report  in  the  February  6,  1982 
issue  concerning  Mr.  Mark  Pierce’s  efforts  to  ob¬ 
tain  custody  of  his  son.  Although  suits  involving 
child  custody  by  gay  fathers  are  relatively  rare, 
the  Pierce  case  in  Maine  will  not,  as  stated,  “be 
the  first  custody  case  involving  a  gay  male  parent 
in  this  country.” 

The  earliest  published  case  was  Com¬ 
monwealth  v.  Bradley ,  171  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  587, 
91  A. 2d  379  (1952).  At  least  two  additional  suits 
involving  gay  fathers  have  had  written  opinions 
published  by  the  courts  who  ruled  on  the  matter: 
A.  v.  A.,  15  Or[egon],  App.  353,  514  P.2d  358 
(1973)  and  InreJ.S.  &C.,  129  N.J.  [New  Jersey] 
Super.  486,  324  A. 2d  90  (1974). 

Hoping  this  information  will  prove  useful,  I 
refer  interested  readers  to  Rhonda  R.  Rivera’s  ar¬ 
ticle  in  30  Hastings  Law  Journal  799,  at  pages 
889-894  for  details  regarding  the  rulings  in  these 
earlier  cases. 

Sincerely, 

Jon  Bradley  King  ^ 

Atlanta,  IN 

male  beauty 

Dear  GCN , 

1  greatly  enjoyed  Martin  Krieger’s  review  of  the 
book,  George  Platt  Lynes:  Photographs , 
1931-1955,  as  well  as  the  three  fine  photographs 
you  printed. 

It  is  curious  that  none  of  the  reviews  I’ve  read  (1 
haven’t  seen  the  book  yet)  mention  the  fact  that 
/  male  nude  photographs  of  George  Platt  Lynes, 
under  the  pseudonym  of  “Roberto  Rolf,”  were 
published  for  many  years  in  the  trilingual  Swiss 
monthy,  Dei  Kreis  (The  Circle),  which  for  over 
three  decades  (1932-1967)  was  the  foremost  inter¬ 
national  gay  publication. 

In  1954,  Der  Kreis,  in  celebration  of  over  twen¬ 
ty  years  of  publication,  issued  a  special  collection 
of  100  of  the  most  beautiful  photographs  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  magazine  from  1 942-1 952.  It  was  en¬ 
titled  Der  Mann  in  der  Photographic  (English  ti¬ 
tle:  The  Male  Body  in  Pictures).  Many  of  the  pho¬ 
tographs  are  of  extraordinarily  high  quality,  as  is 
the  print  reproduction  itself. 

The  success  of  Der  Mann  in  der  Photographie 
was  so  outstanding  that  Der  Kreis,  still  in  the  year 
1954,  published  a  second  volume,  with  another 
100  photographs  from  the  years  1942-1954.  A 
third  volume,  covering  the  years  1955-1958,  was 
published  in  1958.  And  a  fourth  volume,  covering 
the  years  1959-1961  followed  in  1962. 

In  the  first  three  volumes,  over  fifty  of  Roberto 
Rolf’s  photographs  are  published  (George  Platt 
Lynes  died  in  1955).  Of  all  the  superb  photo¬ 
graphs  Der  Kreis  printed,  those  of  Roberto  Rolf 
are  outstanding  for  their  intensity  and  idealism. 
Roberto  Rolf’s  work  was  regarded  with  near  rev¬ 
erence  in  the  pages  of  Der  Kreis;  he  was  some¬ 
times  simply  referred  to  as  “the  master.” 

The  January  1956  issue  of  Der  Kreis  printed  the 
following  notice: 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  Mr. 
Roberto  Rolf  at  New  York  will  be  mourned 
by  all  the  friends  of  his  photographic  art  all 
over  the  world.  The  Circle  loses  in  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erto  Rolf  the  most  highly  esteemed  contribu¬ 
tor  to  the  illustrated  pages  of  our  monthly. 

Mr.  Roberto  Rolf  has  always  been  most 
helpful  to  us,  granting  us  graciously  the 
right  to  reproduce  his  wonderful  photo¬ 
graphs  on  our  pages.  How  deeply  his  photo¬ 
graphs  were  appreciated  by  our  readers  was 
shown  again  and  again  by  the  countless  let¬ 
ters  we  received  about  them.  His  death  is  a 
great  loss  to  us  indeed.  In  grateful  memory 
of  him  and  his  great  art  we  dedicate  the  fol¬ 
lowing  four  pages  to  excellent  examples  of 
his  unique  ability  to  show  the  mate  body  at 
its  best. 

1  fully  agree  with  Martin  Krieger’s  conclusion 
that  physique  pictorials  deserve  a  more  respec¬ 
table  place  in  our  movement.  What,  after  all,  is  a 
gay  man,  if  not  a  man  who  appreciates  male 
beauty? 

Yours  for  gay  liberation 
John  Lauritsen 
New  York,  NY 


Voices — - 

ranking  oppression 

Dear  GCN, 

An  Open  Letter  to  Black  and  White  Men  To¬ 
gether  Quarterly: 

This  is  to  take  issue  with  that  part  of  the 
BWMT  Quarterly  statement  of  policy  which 
states,  “Black  people  are  —  historically  and 
statistically  —  the  major  victims  of  racism.” 

Along  with  Blacks,  there  are  also  many  Chi- 
canoMexicanos,  Native  Americans,  and 
Vietnamese  here  in  Colorado  and  elsewhere  who 
are  (as  BWMT  Quarterly  Editor  Mike  Smith  puE 
it,  in  reference  to  Blacks,  during  his  September, 
1981  Denver  speaking  engagement)  “living  on  the 
edge  of  survival.” 

If  one  chooses  to  get  bound  up  in  the  issue  over 
which  people  of  color  are  “historically  and  statis¬ 
tically  —  the  major  victims  of  racism,”  then  I 
cannot  think  of  much  more  of  an  immediate  ex¬ 
ample  than  the  genocide  of  the  Native  Amercians 
and  the  herding  of  survivors  onto  poverty-ridden 
reservations. 

But,  that  is  not  the  point.  The  point  is  that  it  is 
not  very  constructive  to  measure  one  kind  of  op¬ 
pression  against  another,  to  claim  that  one  op- 
presion  is  worse  than  another,  to  rate  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  various  oppressed  groups  on  a  scale  of 
1-10. 

Measuring  oppression  can  only  serve  to  aggra¬ 
vate  and  to  perpetuate  divisions  which  have  often 
existed  between  and  among  discriminated 
groups.  Especially  at  this  point  in  history  when 
there  is  such  a  vital  need  for  more  of  a  united 
front  against  increasing  racist  assaults,  it  is 
counter-productive  to  assert  that  one  victim’s 
problems  are  worse  than  another’s. 

Granted,  racism  (like  any  oppression)  may  be 
different"  in  degree,  but  it  is  ultimately  no  dif¬ 
ferent  in  kind.  A  racist  attack  against  one  group 
is  every  bit  as  real  and  no  less  meaningful  as  it  is 
when  perpetrated  against  another  group.  An  at¬ 
tack  one  is  an  attack  against  all. 

“Who’s  got  it  worse”  analysis  is  on  a  par  with 
the  view  that  big  bombs  are  worse  than  small 
bombs.  Bombs  are  bombs  and  racism  is  racism. 
In  the  end,  it  all  wounds,  cripples,  annihilates. 
Donaciano  Martinz-Collier 
Denver,  CO 

P.S.  Martinez  is  my  mother’s  family  surname 
and  Collier  is  my  father’s  family  surname.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  statement  it  makes  about  patri¬ 
archy,  using  my  full  name  is  a  step  of  getting 
back  to  a  part  of  me  which  white  society’s  mes¬ 
sages  always  told  me  to  be  ashamed.  Over  the 
past  year,  I  have  been  getting  in  touch  with  a 
sorting  out  anti-white  feelings  I  was  exposed  to 
growing  up  and  which  I  harbored  for  many 
years.  Simultaneously,  1  have  become  increas¬ 
ingly  angry  over  the  process  of  being  Anglocized 
to  which  so  many  people  have  been  subjected. 
Nowhere  are  white  racism's  effects  more  glaring 
as  they  are  in  the  Anglocizing  of  names  and 
identities.'  As  racism  intensifies,  more  people 
who  can  “pass”  need  to  “come  out”  and  have 
more  visibility  in  the  struggle  against  white  su¬ 
premacy.  Michelle  Cliff,  another  person  of 
mixed  racial  heritage,  says  it  so  well  in  the  title  of 
her  book,  Claiming  an  Identity  They  Taught  Me 
to  Despise. 

corrections 

Dear  GCN, 

I  would  like  to  point  out  a  few  typos  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  my  articles  on  recent  photography 
books  in  the  February  20  issue  of  GCN. 

The  editor  of  New  American  Nudes  is  Arno 
Rafael  Minkkinen,  not  Minniken.  In  the  last 
paragraph  of  my  review  of  NAN  I  referred  to 
photographers  who  have  “swallowed  unques- 
tioningly,”  not  unquestionably,  “some  aspects 
of  the  way  straight  society  is  accustomed  to  look¬ 
ing  at  bodies.” 

The  two  photographs  by  Minor  White:  “Bill 
LaRue  at  Carmel  Highlands,  California,  1959” 
and  “Nude  foot,  1947”  are  not  credited,  and 
“Nude  foot”  is  reproduced  upside  down.  Lastly, 
the  selection  of  photographs  may  give  the  reader 
a  false  impression  of  the  importance  of 
photographs  of  men,  nude  or  otherwise,  in 
White’s  oeuvre.  The  imagery  that  most 
fascinated  White  consisted  of  unpeopled  land¬ 
scapes  and  virtually  unidentifiable,  abstracted 
fragments  of  his  surroundings. 

Rob  Schmieder 
Boston,  MA 


on  anti-catholicism 


To  the  Editors: 

I  would  like  to  address  a  few  points  raised  by 
Michael  Bronski’s  review  of  The  Devil’s  Play¬ 
ground  in  the  2/13/82  issue  of  the  GCN. 

I  am  not  a  regular  reader  of  the  GCN,  although 
I  once  was.  I  find  that  the  GCN  addresses  very 
few  of  the  issues  in  my  life  in  a  manner  that  I 
would  find  acceptable  or  sympathetic.  I  am 
white,  college  educated,  male,  Irish  Catholic, 
middle  class  and  politically  conservative,  and 
thirty  two  years  of  age;  I  have  been  out  since  I  was 
sixteen.  I  could  not  be  any  more  politically  incor¬ 
rect  if  I  tried. 

It  took  me  a  couple  of  years  to  accept  as  inevit¬ 
able  the  pious,  liberal,  self-congratulatory 
counter-culture  platitudes  of  the  brown  rice  jour¬ 
nalism  that  constitutes  the  majority  of  the  articles 
the  GCN  publishes.  Eventually  the  misanthropic 
polemics  of  the  GCN  began  to  annoy  me  and  I 
gave  up  reading  it.  The  current  issue  which  my 
roommate’s  lover  brought  home  with  the  Sunday 
papers,  renewed  my  dislike  of  and  disdain  for  the 
shallow,  facile  politics  that  permeate  the  GCN irr 
both  editorial  and  feature  content. 

I  am  Irish  Catholic;  a  lousy  one  admittedly,  but 
still  in  all,  a  Catholic.  My  major  in  college  was 
medieval  civilization,  so  that  ought  to  amply  illus¬ 
trate  the  direction  of  my  sympathies.  Although 
there  are  any  number  of  aspects  to  the  GCN  that  I 
would  like  to  address,  I  will  narrow  my  aim  to  the 
virulent  anti-Catholicism  of  M.  Bronski’s  review. 

I  am  a  Catholic.  I  could  not  escape  the  influence 
my  religion  has  had  on  my  character,  1  do  not 
wish  to  do  so  in  any  event.  I  am  proud  of  being 
Catholic  and  Irish,  something  I  realize  the  more 
politically  correct  would  find  perverse.  The  Cath¬ 
olicism  I  grew  up  with  permeates  my  intellectual, 
moral  and  political  thinking  Jjut  in  no  way  does  it 
dominate  my  thinking:  like  I  said,  I  am  a  lousy 
Catholic. 

It  is  because  I  am  comfortable  with  my  RC 
background  that  I  find  the  tone  of  the  movie 
review  to  be  obnoxious.  Mr.  Bronski,  I  take  it, 
was  Catholic.  Obviously  he  has  rejected  The 
Church  &  All  it  Stands  For,  None  of  Which,  You 
May  Rest  Assured,  Is  Any  Good.  That  of  course 
is  his  business.  What  is  not  his  business  is  to  ad¬ 
vocate  the  eradication  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
which  is  exactly  what  he  does  propose  in  his 
review. 

The  third  to  the  last  paragraph,  on  page  12,  is 
the  crux  of  my  anger  and  outrage.  He  may  find 
the  misogyny,  the  asceticism,  the  dogma  and  the 
discipline  of  The  Faith  to  be  repulsive.  What  he 
has  not  got  the  right  to  recommend  is  that  the  film 
be  anti-Catholic,  or  “those  institutions  can  be 
destroyed”  which  in  Mr.  Bronski’s  personal  view 
are  repressive  and  anti-life,  whatever  that  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  mean. 

Now,  we  can  either  assume  that  the  author  of 
the  review  is  just  getting  a  little  carried  away,  or 
that  he  is  perfectly  serious.  If  he  is  waxing  poetic, 
such  socio-political  joshing  has  no  place  in  a 
movie  review.  But  then  again,  we  all  also  know 
that  it  is  alright  to  make  fun  of  Catholics,  because 
they  are  backward,  repressed,  violent,  conserva¬ 
tive,  anti-intellectual,  misogynistic,  anti-sex  and 
against  Everything  That  Is  Good,  True  and  Beau¬ 
tiful  Now  That  The  Truth  Has  Been  Discovered. 

I  disagree.  If  Bronski  is  serious  in  his  anti- 
Catholicism,  which  I  assume  he  is,  then  he  is  ad¬ 
vocating  genocide.  The  fact  that  the  GCN  would 
publish  such  a  thing  is  curious,  to  say  the  least. 
The  film  review,  in  its  dislike  of  the  Catholic 
religion  and  culture,  is  nothing  short  of  vicious, 
fascist  and  appalling.  If  Bronski  feels  that  repres¬ 
sive  “institutions  can  be  destroyed”  then  he  had 
better  figure  out  how  to  destroy  the  Roman 
Church  without  destroying  the  Roman  Catholic 
people.  For  many  millions  of  Catholics  in  the 
good  ole  U.S.  of  A.,  regardless  of  their  race, 
creed,  color,  ethnic  background,  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  or  economic  background,  the  Church  is  a 
sustaining  force  in  their  lives.  I  do  not  think  they, 
or  I,  for  that  matter,  would  take  kindly  to  any¬ 
one,  including  the  New  Improved  Left,  taking 
their  religion  away.  The  only  way  to  do  so  would 
be  whole  scale  repression. Not  a  nice  thought. 
Auschwitz,  anyone? 

Of  course.  anti-Catholicism  is  part  and  parcel 


of  the  cant  and  dogma  of  much  of  the  intellectual 
community  and  especially  of  the  Left.  To  be  poli¬ 
tically  correct  you  must  denigrate  the  Church; 
without  such  prejudice,  no  claim  could  possibly 
be  made  to  an  Educated,  Liberated,  Urban 
stance.  But  this  patently  accepted  and  acceptable 
bias  against  all  things  Roman  has  come  under 
scrutiny  of  late.  Younger  Americans,  gay  and 
straight,  who  are  still  accepting  of  their  heritage 
are  aware  that  a  double  standard  permeates  a 
great  deal  of  intellectual  thought  and  posturing. 
The  political  situations  in  Ulster  and  Poland  have 
especially  politicized  many  Catholics  to  realize 
than  an  anti-Catholic  bigotry  is  alive,  well  and 
working  among  the  forces  of  Truth,  Justice  and 
Peace. 

In  Ulster  and  Poland  the  current  struggles  are 
religious/patriotic.  The  native,  Catholic  Gaels  of 
Northern  Ireland  want  an  oppressor  with  a  thou¬ 
sand  year  history  out  of  their  land  and  off  their 
backs.  In  Poland  the  oppressor  appeared  in  1 945, 
and  the  struggle  for  economic  freedom  is  also  a 
fight  against  an  atheistic  socio-economic  system  ' 
forcibly  imposed  on  the  people  by  an  invading  ar¬ 
my. 

The  Irish  wish  to  be  free  and  Catholic.  The 
Poles  want  to  be  free  and  Catholic.  And  there  has 
been  no  outcry  from  the  American  Left  to  help 
these  people.  Bernadette  Devlin  is  a  feminist  and 
a  socialist,  something  that  should  warm  the 
cockles  of  every  GCN  reader’s  heart.  Why*is  it 
that  when  she  and  her  husband  were  gunned 
down  by  Protestant  terrorists  in  their  own  home, 
before  their  children’s  eyes,  that  no  cry  of  outrage 
went  up  among  the  American  Left?  Simple:  she 
happens  to  be  championing  the  cause  of  the  Irish 
Catholic  people,  who  are  objects  of  derision 
among  the  Free  Thinkers.  The  worker’s  union  in 
Poland  has  been  brutally  repressed  in  the  name  of 
the  worker’s  party,  something  which  must  be 
regarded  as  ironic  if  not  hypocritical.  The  Nazis 
once  again  occupy  Poland  this  time  under  the 
Hammer  and  Sickle,  and  the  Poles  are  sub¬ 
jugated,  arrested,  and  sent  off  to  camp's  and 
prisons  on  trumped  up  charges.  Again,  silence 
from  the  Left.  And  again,  why?  Because  the 
Poles  are  Catholic,  piously  Catholic,  and  there¬ 
fore,  obviously  to  be  left  to  their  fate.  After  all, 
how  can  anyone  in  their  right  mind  be  sympa¬ 
thetic  to  Polish  Catholics. 

None  of  this  is  being  lost  on  American  Irish 
Catholics  and  American  Poles,  Our  religion  is  our 
nationality;  history  itself  has  forged  that  inherent 
link.  And  the  fact  the  American  Left  Wing  has 
chosen  to  ignore  these  brutalities,  while  focusing 
on  their  own  pet  atrocities,  is  also  not  lost  on  mil¬ 
lions  of  Irish  and  Polish  voters.  Silence  is  some¬ 
times  louder  than  words.  Silence  also,  it  is  said, 
gives  consent.  Is  the  silence  from  the  American 
Left  to  be  taken  as  acceptance,  if  not  approval  of 
the  nightmares  in  Ulster  and  Poland?  I  would 
think  so.  Millions  more  like  me  are  beginning  to 
think  so.  The  double  standards,  the  hypocrisy 
and  the  self-congratulatory  myopia  of  the  Left 
are  becoming  a  bit  too  obvious  to  be  missed.  This 
in  turn  will  manifest  itself  at  the  polls. 

Which  brings  me  back  to  Michael  Bronski’s 
review.  He  may  be  anti-Catholic;  that  is  his  prob¬ 
lem.  His  being  a  former  Catholic  in  no  way 
validates  his  views.  There  is  no  one  more  pious 
than  a  convert,  or  more  dangerous  than  a  rene¬ 
gade.  If  he  doesn’t  like  The  Church,  all  well  and 
good.  Stay  out  of  it.  Battle  it  if  you  wish  in  the 
polls.  But  don’t  you  dare  advocate  destroying 
something  you  no  longer  accept.  That  is  the  op¬ 
tion  of  those  of  us  who  remain  in  the  poor 
benighted  fold. 

Christopher  Glynn 
Boston,  MA 

Michael  Bronski  replies: 

l  don’t  know  what  Mr.  Glynn  read,  but  /  have 
never  advocated  genocide  in  —  or  out  of  —  a 
movie  review.  As  for  his  political  analysis;  the  US 
press  did  not  cover  the  Bernadette  Devlin  story 
precisely  because  she  is  a  feminist  and  a  socialist, 
and  Solidarity  in  Poland  has  received  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  news  coverage  and  sympathy 
from  the  left  and  almost  none  from  mainstream 
or  liberal  press. 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  lelters 
should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!)  in 
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Speaking  Out - 

m 

Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men: 
Challenges  for  the  Eighties 


By  Daniel  Tsang 

A  little  over  two  years  ago,  many  of  us  gathered  together  for  the  first  national  Third 
World  Lesbian  and  Gay  Conference.  Now,  we  are  again  together  for  this  exciting  con¬ 
ference.  In  the  two  years  since  our  first  meeting,  we  have  seen  the  proliferation  of  Third 
World  lesbian  and  gay  organizations  in  north  America  and  elsewhere.  At  the  same  time,  we 
have  seen  the  inauguration  of  the  most  right-wing  administration  in  recent  memory,  the 
rise  of  the  Moral  Majority,  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  and  the  New  Right,  and  the  specter  of 
fascism  in  America. 

In  the  days  and  months  ahead,  we  will  be  confronted  with  many  difficulties.  We  can 
all  stay  put,  give  up  hope  and  play  dead,  or  we  can  rise  up  and  fight  back.  To  paraphrase 
an  old  saying,  in  the  midst  of  calamity,  there  is  also  great  opportunity. 

This  is  what  I  would  like  to  talk  about  briefly  today — the  challenges  that  face  us  as 
non-white  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

As  non-whites,  we  know  we  have  never  been  fully  accepted  in  this  society,  which  has 
enslaved  us,  committed  genocide  against  us,  incarcerated  us,  and  in  World  War  II  and 
Indochina,  nuked  and  napalmed  us.  We  have  been  fed  lies  about  our  past,  denied  our 
herstory  and  history,  and  encouraged  to  “pass”  for  white,  just  as  many  of  us  had  to  pass 
for  straight.  Asian  Americans,  especially,  are  continually  asked  “Where  are  you  from?”  as 
if  we  are  perpetual  sojourners  or  visitors  to  this  country,  even  if  we  or  our  parents  were 
born  here.  We  do  not  belong  in  white  America — in  World  War  II,  many  of  our  Japanese 
American  and  Aleutian  sisters  and  brothers  were  placed  in  concentration  camps  because 
their  loyalties  were  suspect.  And  do  not  think  it  cannot  happen  again.  The  round-up  of 
Iranian  students  as  a  result  of  the  U.S.  Embassy  takeover  in  Teheran  brought  back  chilling 
memories  to  many  Japanese  Americans.  And  at  a  recent  conference  on  the  U.S.  concentra¬ 
tion  camp  experience  organized  by  Philadelphia  area  Japanese  Americans,  speaker  after 
speaker,  including  a  U.S.  Congressman,  expressed  their  belief  that  it  could  happen  again. 

I  believe  our  first  challenge  is  to  end  our  isolation  from  each  other.  We  must,  as  Asian 
American  lesbian  Tana  Loy  stated  in  her  speech  to  the  first  conference,  no  longer  run  away 
from  each  other.  We  must  not  avert  our  eyes  when  we  meet.  For,  isolated,  we  remain  weak 
and  unorganized.  By  embracing  each  other  and  organizing,  we  will  be  able  to  fight  back. 
This  challenge  is  already  being  faced,  in  that  there  have  been  many  new  chapters  of  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays,  Black  and  White  Men  Together,  several  new  Asian 
American  groups,  and  other  organizations.  However,  most  non-white  lesbians  and  gays 
remain  isolated  from  each  other,  and  our  first  challenge  is  to  reach  out  to  our  sisters  and 
brothers  and  welcome  them  into  the  movement.  Events  such  as  this  conference  surely  help: 
Richard  Fung,  an  Asian  Canadian,  attended  our  first  national  conference  and  went  back  to 
Toronto  to  start  the  first  Gay  Asian  organization  in  Canada.  And  the  publication  of 
landmark  books  such  as  Cherrie  Moraga  and  Gloria  Anzaldua’s  This  Bridge  Called  My 
Back  (Persephone  Press  Inc.)  helps  cut  down  our  isolation  from  each  other. 

One  further  point.  By  isolation  I  mean  not  only  the  alienation  from  others  of  the  same 
color  or  ethnic  heritage,  but  also  the  fact  that  we  as  non-whites  have  yet  to  become  united. 
There  is  isolation  within  each  Third  World  group  as  well  as  between  non-whites.  If  we  are 
isolated  as  Asian  Americans  within  this  country,  scattered  as  we  are  around  this  big  land, 
we  are  even  more  isolated  from  other  Third  World  people.  The  attempts  of  various  Black 
gay  organizations  to  reach  out  to  other  Third  World  people  are  to  be  commended. 

Hence  our  second  major  challenge  is  to  attack  our  own  prejudices.  Prejudice  and  mis¬ 
understanding  among  Third  World  communities  is  one  reason  we  remain  isolated  from 
each  other.  This  conference  is  one  opportunity  for  us  to  get  to  confront  our  own  stereo¬ 
types  about  Blacks,  Asians,  Latinos  and  Native  Americans.  We  know  too  little  about  each 
other;  society  whitewashes  us  all.  We  must  reclaim  our  individual  and  collective  histories. 
We  must  reject  the  notion  that  getting  a  piece  of  the  American  pie  must  mean  stepping  on 
our  sisters  and  brothers.  We  must  seek  a  larger,  expandable  pie,  instead  of  being  satisfied 
with  the  crumbs  they  offer  us. 

Our  third  major  challenge  must  be  confronting  the  ageism,  classism,  racism  and 
sexism  endemic  in  the  gay  movement,  and  in  the  gay  commercial  world.  For,  as  Richard 
Fung  perceptively  wrote  in  the  Body  Politic  of  November  1979,  after  attending  our  first 
conference:  “Gay  society  in  North  America,  organized  and  commercial,  is  framed  around 
the  young  middle-class  white  male.  He  is  its  customer  and  its  product.  Blacks,  Asians  and 
Latin  Americans  are  the  oysters  in  this  meat  market.  At  best  we’re  a  quaint  specialty  for 
exotic  tastes.  Native  people  aren’t  even  on  the  shelves.”  We  must  begin  to  challenge  the 
sexual  stereotypes  whites  have  of  non-whites,  that  we  are  the  “exotic,  erotic  Orientals,” 
for  example.  And  we  must  confront  discriminatory  practices  wherever  they  exist.  Here,  are 
three  examples: 

1.  The  Boston  Asian  Gay  Males  and  Lesbians  protested  the  playing  of  “Turning 
Japanese”  at  a  local  gay  disco  last  October. 

2.  Philadelphia  Black  Gays  and  BWMT-Philadelphia  have  consistently  protested  the 
publication  of  racist  employment  ads  in  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News. 

3.  Radical  women  and  others  have  criticized  Jack  Williamson,  publisher  of  Midwest 
magazine  here  in  Chicago,  for  writing  a  racist  and  sexist  editorial  attacking  Asian 
American  socialist  feminist  Merle  Woo  in  a  July  editorial  entitled:  “Yellow  Woman 
Speaks:  Gay  Movement  Dies.” 

We  must  demand  that  the  gay  press  not  print  offensive  classified  ads  either — it  appalls 
me  that  ads  for  “Orientals”  still  proliferate  in  the  classified  columns. 

The  gay  movement  has  yet  to  go  beyond  tokenism  in  its  lame  attempt  to  include  more 
non-whites  in  its  decision-making.  We  must  refuse  to  accept  token  gestures,  but  demand 
real  participation. 

Our  fourth  challenge  must  be  to  confront  the  same  evils  of  racism,  ageism,  classism, 
sexism  and  homophobia  in  the  straight  world.  Instead  of  making  straights  the  enemy,  we 
should  seek  ways  of  radicalizing  straights  t6  a  more  progressive  position,  in  a  united 
struggle  against  the  system  that  oppresses  us  all.  In  the  early  days  of  gay  liberation,  lesbian 
and  gay  liberation  fronts  got  their  name  from  the  revolutionary  struggles  of  the  Vietnamese 
people  against  U.S.  imperialism.  We  were  then  considered  by  the  FBI  to  be  part  of  the  New 
Left  ferment  in  America.  The  actual  situation,  of  course,  was  more  tenuous  than  that. 
Although  gay  liberation  was  born  in  the  ferment  of  the  anti-war  struggle,  and  received  its 
inspiration  from  the  Indochinese  liberation  struggles,  the  Black  liberation  movement,  and 
the  women’s  liberation  movement,  the  relationship  of  lesbians  and  gays  with  other 
progressive  people  still  remains  a  difficult  one. 

However,  we  must  remember  that  one  of  the  earliest  left  groups  to  support  gay 
liberation  was  the  Black  Panther  Party.  Huey  Newton,  its  Supreme  Commander,  in 
August  1970,  wrote  this  in  the  Black  Panther  newspaper: 

“During  the  past  few  years,  strong  movements  have  developed  among  women  and  homo¬ 
sexuals  seeking  their  liberation.  There  has  been  some  uncertainty  about  how  to  relate  to 

these  movements.  Whatever  your  personal  opinion  and  your  insecurities  about  homo¬ 


sexuality  and  the  various  liberation  movements  among  homosexuals  and  women  (and  1 
speak  of  homosexuals  and  women  as  oppressed  groups),  we  should  try  to  unite  with  them  in 
revolutionary  fashion.  .  .  . 

.  .  we  say  we  recognize  the  woman’s  right  to  be  free.  We  haven't  said  much  about  the 
homosexual  at  all  and  we  must  relate  to  the  homosexual  movement  because  it’s  a  real 
movement.  And  1  know  through  reading  and  through  my  life  experience,  my  observation, 
that  homosexuals  are  not  given  freedom  and  liberty  by  anyone  in  this  society.  Maybe  they 
might  be  the  most  oppressed  people  in  the  society. 

“.  .  .  But  there  is  nothing  to  say  that  a  homosexual  cannot  also  be  a  revolutionary.  And 
maybe  I’m  now  injecting  some  of  my  prejudice  by  saying  “even  a  homosexual  can  be  a 
revolutionary.”  Quite  the  contrary;  maybe  a  homosexual  could  be  the  most  revolutionary. 

“When  we  have  revolutionary  conferences,  rallies  and  demonstrations,  there  should  be  full 
participation  of  the  Gay  Liberation  Movement  and  the  Women’s  Liberation  Movement.  .  . 

\  '  ' 

“.  .  .  the  Women’s  Liberation  Front  and  the  Gay  Liberation  Front  are  our  friends,  they 
are  our  potential  allies  and  we  need  as  many  allies  as  possible. 

“We  should  be  careful  about  using  terms  which  might  turn  our  friends  off.  The  terms 
“faggot”  and  “punk”  should  be  deleted  from  our  vocabulary  and  especially  we  should  not 
attach  names  normally  designed  for  homosexuals  to  men  who  are  enemies  of  the  people, 
such  as  Nixon  or  Mitchell.  Homosexuals  are  not  enemies  of  the  people. 

“We  should  try  to  form  a  working  coalition  with  the  Gay  Liberation  and  Women’s 
Liberation  groups.  .  .” 

The  immediate  impact  of  the  statement  was  explosive.  Radical  lesbians  and  gays  attended 
the  Panther-sponsored  Revolutionary  Peoples  Constitutional  Convention  at  Temple 
University  in  Philadelphia  in  September  1970  and  in  Washington,  D.C.  in  November  1970. 
According  to  Dennis  Altman’s  account  in  Homosexual:  Oppression  and  Liberation, 
“neither  meeting  was  a  particular  triumph  for  gay/black  cooperation.”  Instead,  sexism 
and  homophobia  remain  to  be  conquered. 

In  the  research  I’ve  been  doing  overthe  last  few  years  for  a  forthcoming  issue  of  Gay 
Insurgent  on  FBI  subversion  of  the  gay  movement,  one  reason  why  such  cooperation  never 
materialized  in  reality  can  be  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  the  FBI.  In  these  days  of  renewed 
assault  on  our  civil  liberties  by  the  FBI  and  CIA,  with  the  real  specter  of  witchhunts  against 
progressives,  including  activist  lesbians  and  gay  men,  it  is  worth  noting  that  the  FBI, 
already  engaged  in  an  extended  campaign  to  destroy  the  Black  Panther  Party,  capitalized 
on  Newton’s  statement  of  support  and  began  a  mini-campaign  to  discredit  him. 

According  to  documents  released  under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act,  even  before 
Newton’s  statement,  the  FBI  had  sought  to  discredit  Black  Panther  members  who  were 
lesbian  or  gay.  For  example,  in  1969,  the  Chicago  Field  Office  of  the  FBI  reportedly  sent  an 
anonymous  letter  accusing  two  Black  Panther  leaders  of  being  “perverts.”  But  the  FBI 
really  swung  into  action  in  its  gay-baiting  campaign  after  Newton  came  out  in  support  of 
gays.  ’ 

On  August  31,  1970,  the  San  Francisco  FBI  field  office  suggested  to  FBI  headquarters 
that  there  was  a  possibility  of  opposition  within  the  Black  Panther  Party  because  of 
Newton’s  “liberal  attitude  toward  homosexual  organizations.”  It  requested  Bureau 
authority  to  mail  two  anonymous  letters  to  David  Hilliard,  the  Panther  Chief  of  Staff. 
These  bogus  letters  were  both  addressed  to  Hilliard: 

“I  seen  by  last  week’s  paper  that  now  Panthers  are  supposed  to  relate  to  c....s. 

Huey  is  wrong.  Something  must  have  happened  to  him  in  prison.  Panthers  got 
enought  things  to  do  in  ten  point  program  and  fighting  for  niggers  without  taking 
up  with  m....  f....  queers.  All  power  to  the  people.” 

“Now  it  says  we  are  to  join  the  queers.  The  Panther  sisters  have  to  fight  to  keep  the 
brothers  from  white  chicks.  Now  what  do  you  vyant  us  to  do,  watch  them  take  up  with 
queers.  David  why  does  Huey  do  this  sort  of  thing.  Won’t  you  talk  to  him.  A  righteous 
sister.” 

FBI  authority  for  mailing  the  two  letters  came  September  9,  1970.  Wrote  FBI  Director  J. 
Edgar  Hoover:  “Bureau  authority  granted  to  mail  anonymous  letters.  .  .  Bureau  suggests 
anonymous  letters  appear  to  come  not  only  from  supposed  members  of  BPP  but  also  from 
sympathizers  and  supporters  in  ghetto  areas.  Insure  letters  are  sent  in  such  a  manner  that 
they  cannot  be  traced  to  the  Bureau.  Advise  of  any  positive  results.” 

Other  FBI  moves  also  sought  to  discredit  Newton  in  the  Pary  by  claiming  he  was  gay. 
What  this  suggests  is  that  as  we  form  coalitions  with  progressive  groups  we  face  a  major 
challenge  in  not  succumbing  to  any  attempts  to  divide  us  from  our  progressive  sisters  and 
brothers. 

Before  we  next  meet  there  is  the  very  real  likelihood  that  the  U.S.  will  begin  military 
operations  against  Nicaragua  or  Cuba.  The  draft  is  being  cranked  up  in  full  gear,  and  we 
can  take  comfort  in  the  fact  that  many  non-white  teenagers  of  draft  age  have  apparently 
refused  to  register.  In  Washington,  D.C.,  with  its  large  Black  population,  the  non¬ 
registration  rate  was  reportedly  the  largest.  By  now  some  one  million  youths  have  refused 
to  register.  Draft  resistance,  especially  by  Third  World  gays,  must  be  a  priority.  We  need  to 
form  alliances  with  other  progressive  groups  that  are  trying  to  force  the  administration  to 
meet  human  needs  instead  of  what  the  military  and  the  corporations  want. 

In  this  period  of  increased  repression,  the  greatest  challenge  we  face  is  the  need  to 
successfully  unite  with  other  oppressed  peoples,  white  and  Third  World,  to  form  a  united 
front  against  our  oppressors.  We  can  no  longer  afford  the  luxury  of  one-issue  politics.  We 
must  form  alliances.  As  the  slogan  goes,  the  people  united  will  never  be  defeated.  That  is 
what  I  see  as  our  responsibility  ahead. 

Copyright  ©  Daniel  Tsang  1982 

These  remarks  opened  the  Second  Third  World  Lesbian  and  Gay  Conference  held  in 
Chicago  on  Thanskgiving  weekend,  1981. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking 
Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  five 
pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Page  6  •  Gay  Community  News,  February  27, 1982 


Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


South  End  /  Boston 

(A  apartment  rentals 
real  estate  sales 
condominiums 

Bennett/ Bowen  Assoc. 

619A  Tremont  St.,  Boston  267-5320 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  ontv 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Rodio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repoir  &  T  V  &  Stereo  —  ot  lowest 
trices  ANYWHERE1  Outside  ontenno  instollo- 
lon  o  specialty  Moss  Tech  Lie  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  RIVIRI  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boiton  Tel.  523-2187 


Plumbing 

Cheating 


Robert 
Dargon 

825-7600 


Julia  Flynn  Lucas 

REAL  ESTATE 

162  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-2029 


Provincetown:  Three  bed¬ 
room  2  bath  house  with  3 
unit  apartment  building  ad¬ 
joining,  beautiful  view  of 
harbour  with  beach  rights. 

Exclusive  $120,000 
financing  owner  —  12% 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 


727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 0211) 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450 


complete  Fock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work  .reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


JtSts 


SPECIAL 

ONE  WEEK  ONLY 


j 


\: 


BUCK 

FOLDING  HUNTER  #110 
$2450/s3#oo 


FRt 


Cross  Country  Ski  Packages 

Includes:  Skis,  Poles,  Bindings  &  Mounting 

Siva  Ski  Joggers 


Jogger  II 

$29 

reg.  S79 


Jo&rer  Hi 

$39 

reg.  $89 


Jogger  IV 

$49 

reg.  $  1 09 


Famo,,ci 

Gob 


5^ 


Cross  Country  Ski  Waxes  s^each 

^Gaitors 

r 

reg.  s25 


,-A 


Down  Booties 
$795/ 

reg.  s1495 


FINAL  CLOSEOUT 

Royal  Down  / 

100%  goose  down 
Jackets  &  Parkas  /  "$4  ^ 

$2995  " 

reg. 

S49-65 


Gore-tex  Overmit 

Elastic  gauntlet  & 
adjustable  wrist  strap 

$995/  A 


ft 

Pin 

o|r 

oil  ^  ‘ 

°l  Ucr 

Famous  Maker 

Chamois  Shirts 
$g95/  reg.  s19 

c1 

Backpacker’s  Poncho 

$1995/ refr  83750 

TIMBERLAND 

and  ^  1 

Herman  Boots® 

$5800/  re?88 

VEST 

CLEARANCE 

Down,  Holofil 
&  Wool 

30%  OFF 

last  mark  down 
up  to 

70%  off  list  prices 

Canyon  “Belay”  j 
Daypack  a  J 

leal  her  hoi  loin 

$1495/ 04 

reg. 

$25.00  V/pa 

While  quantities  last 


HILTON’S  TENT  CITY 

272  Friend  St.  Boston  Mon-Fri  9-9  Sat  9-6  227-9242 

Just  across  the  street  from  the  Boston  Garden  and  the  North  Station  MBTA 


Killer  of  Gay  Man 
Files  Appeal 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  Public  defen¬ 
ders  are  awaiting  trial  transcripts 
so  they  can  assemble  their  appeal 
of  a  jury’s  conviction  last  month 
of  a  19-year-old  Covington,  Ken¬ 
tucky  man  for  killing  a  Proctor 
and  Gamble  executive. 

Thomas  Turner,  identified  by 
the  media  and  in  court  as  a  homo¬ 
sexual  prostitute,  was  given  a  life 
sentence  after  being  found  guilty 
of  the  aggravated  murder  and 
robbery  of  33-year-old  Donald 
Cerniak. 

Turner’s  plea  of  innocence  due 
to  insanity  failed  to  convince  the 
jury.  Defense  attorney  Eugene 
Smith  told  GCN  that  one  basis  of 
the  appeal  will  be  that  “the  guilty 
verdict  was  not  sustained  by 
evidence”  of  Turner’s  emotional 
instability  during  the  brutal  attack 
on  Cerniak. 

The  defense  claimed  Turner,  a 
victim  of  child  abuse  and  a  brutal 


Hunger  Strike 

Continued  from  page  1 

suffer.  1  am  a  blind  person  myself. 

I  know  what  it  means  to  be  dis¬ 
criminated  against.” 

Cantisani  asked  that  expressions 
of  support  and  requests  for  further 
information  be  sent  to  Comite  de 
Soutien,  25  rue  de  la  Madeleine, 
1000  Brussels,  Belgium.  Letters 


rape,  went  berserk  after  drinking 
and  taking  hard  drugs  when 
Cerniak  offered  him  money  for  a 
sado-masochistic  sex  act. 

The  Mt.  Adams  resident  was 
bludgeoned  with  a  hammer  and 
received  16  stab  wounds  and  ten 
cuts  from  steak  knives.  His  body 
was  found  the  next  morning  by  co¬ 
workers  who  became  concerned 
about  his  absence  from  work  in  the 
advertising  department  of  Proctor 
and  Gamble. 

Turner,  no  stranger  to  gay  bars  . 
and  the  downtown  street  scene, 
was  acquitted  of  one  charge  of 
aggravated  murder  when  the  jury 
decided  there  had  been  no  prior 
calculation  and  design.  The  pro¬ 
secution  had  argued  that  Turner 
killed  Cerniak  for  rent  money. 

Pending  transfer  to  prison, 
Turner  was  held  “under  a  suicide 
watch”  at  the  Community  Correc¬ 
tional  Institute,  according  to 
Smith. 


and  telegrams  of  protest  should  be 
sent  to  the  provincial  government 
in  care  of  Deputation  Permanente, 
rue  Verte,  7000  Mons,  Belgium. 
Copies  of  all  letters  of  protest 
should  be  sent  to  the  Comite  de 
Soutien  for  documentation  pur¬ 
poses. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 


Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


ALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


Boston’s  Friendliest  and  Economy  Minded  Agency 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


•  Relationship  Contracts 

•  Immigration 

•  Wills 

•  Civil  &.  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Corporate  Matters 

•  Estate  Planning 

Two  Park  Square* 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 

617-426-2020 

COUNSELING 

RESOURCE 

CENTER 

On  the  North  Shore  of  Boston 
Counseling 
and 

Consultation 

Individuals,  Couples,  Groups 

Dr.  Orth 
Appt.  (617)  729-5268 
or  (617)  646-2607 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  won  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERS0NI 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146- 

_  734-5777  j 


Worn* 

For  a  change  in  your  life  we  invite  you 
to  try:  The  Wishing  Well  Magazine  and 
Services.  Features  hundreds  of  current 
members’  self-descriptions  (by  Code  #), 
letters,  opinions,  valuable  resources, 
reviews,  and  much  more.  Introductory 
copy  $5.00  ppd.  (mailed  discreetly  first 
class).  Confidential,  supportive,  dig¬ 
nified,  sensitive,  prompt.  Eight  years’ 
reliable  reputation.  Beautiful,  tender, 
loving  alternative  to  “The  Well  of 
Loneliness."  A  family  feeling.  The 
pioneer  of  them  all  I  Free  information. 
Gay  Women  are  writing  and  meeting 
EVERYWHERE  through: 

fuflte  qi/isluitg  qUefd 

'?.€!.  ^80*  117 
Awato.  Co.  94948-0117 


Support  gay  prisoners. 
Read  and  answer  our 
prisoner  penpal  ads 
on  the  classified  page. 
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straigh 
It’s  ho 


^^GCN  met  with  Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians  }or 
several  hours. i&he  following  are  shortened  versions  of  the  many 
stories  from  that  , 

“I  felt  very  isolated  as  an  Asian  lesbian.  1  met  Cindy  and  we 
thought  we  were  the  only  Asian  lesbians  in  town  — -  we’d  heard  of 
this  woman  named  Carolyn,  but  we’d  never  seen'  her. 

A  lot  ofwomen  will  say  to  me,  ‘How  can  you  meet  with  a 
group  that  is  fifteen  men?’  But  I  say  to  them  that  there  are  a  lot  of 
cultural  things  that  are  the  same.  Being  From  Asian  backgrounds 
is  different  from  the  gay  process  of  being  white!  In  a  lot  of  ways,  I 
feel  more  comfortable  with  thevWan  men  in  this  group  than  I  do 
with  white  lesbians.  JgBgCTW 

I  moved  here  from  Hawaii,  and  most  of  my  support  has 
come  from  women  in  the  (Asian  community,  who  are  mostly 
straight.  But  for  a  long  time,  I  could  not  come  out  to  any  of  them, 
horrible  to  have  this  part  of  your  life  that  you’re  not  talking 
Another  woman  and  I  came  out  to  our  Asian  women's 
group  at  the  same  time,  and  they  w«re  really  shocked.  Here  were 
two  women  they  had  known  for  three  years,  and  we  were  saying 
that  we  were  lesbians.  They  were  very  uncomfortable,  but  I  think 
it  raised  their  consciousness. 

Other  groups  I  have  belonged  to  are  really  work  oriented  and 
introspective.  We  do  a  lot  of  talking  flit  this  group),  but  we’re 
more  flexible.  Other  groups  have  been  more  rigid,  but  less  secure 
as  a  group.  Here  you  can  come  and  go  as  it’s  comfortable  for  you. 
People  are  more  accepting  of  where  you  are. 

I  wish  the  whole  world  could  be  more  of  a  community,  in  the 
sense  that  people  would  really  care  about  each  other  even  if  they 
don’t  like  each  other.  I  miss  the  feeling  of  helping  each  other  that 
I  had  in  the  Asian  community  in  Hawaii.  We’re  all  here  in  the 
same  boat,  so  we  may  as  well  do  it.”  —  Connie 

“I  first  found  out  about  the  group  from  Glad  Day  Book¬ 
shop.  At  the  time,  and  it  turned  out  to  be  true,  I  thought  th^tjt 
would  be  mostly  East  Asian  people.  After  coming  out,  I  have  met 
almost  no  one  from  the  Asian  subcontinent. 

It  whs  tough  coming  out.  I  thought  1  was  the  only  foreign 
student  who  was  gay.  I  have  found  some  Europeans,  but  I’m  still 
the  only  Asian  at  school  who’s  gay.  It’s  very  important  to  be  very 
visible  and  open  abtput  it,  but  I  have  to  be  careful  about  my  im¬ 
migration  status  since  the  INS  ruling  against  gays.s  jv 

There  is  no  gay  life  in  Bangladesh,  but  it’s  a  bit  different 
there.  Men  walk  around  with,  their  arms  around  each  other  and 
it’s  common,  if  you’re  talking  to  a  friend,  to  slap  his  shoulder  or 
put  your  Sand  on  his  thigh.  When  a  friend  comes  to  visit,  it’s  very 
an  for  himTo'sleep  with  you.  So  when  you  are  asleep  and 
i  may.  touch  or  feel  each  other.  But  when  you’re 

_ _  ’t  mention  it  because  if  you  do  then  you  are  aware 

of  it.  The  impulse  is  nabfl|  repressed  gs  it  is  here,  w^efe  it  is  very 
polarized  —  either  you’re  hojtttsexu^oirw.pu’re  not. 

I  think  it  would  he'i'erv  important  to  go  back  to  Bangladesh 
and  say  I’m  gay,  and  have^^ple  listen  to  what  I’m  saying.  We 
are  taught  that  Asians  are  not  gay.  They’d  probably  just  say  ‘Oh, 
he  went  ofrftii  ^.merica  and  got  perverted.’  But  on! the  other 
hand,  there  are  so  n^ny  other  problems  —  the  gays  there  are  very 
much  oppressed,  but  there  are  vast  economic  problemffsand  the 
gay  problem  is  jusf  iiot  a$'  big. 

t  to  go  to  Latin  America.  It’s  been  tough, 
’ve  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  may  not  be  ab|c  to  lead  a 
fiy  life  altogether.  I  wilt  have  to  make  a  compromise  or  mixture 
|th  my  political  life  because  politics  are  more  important  to  me 
living  openly  gay.  1  hope  we  can  one  day  have  a  world  with 
oppression,  especially  of  third  world  people,  and  that  we  will 
end  to  imperiatlismJV-  Bangladeshi  man 

I  came  up  to  me  one  day  and  told  me  h* was  starting 
'  Asian  group.  I  wasn’t  impressed  at  all.  (didn’t  care.  I  was 
working  at  a  gay  bar  and  assimilated  very  easily  into  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  One  day  I  started  thinking  JThis  is  too  easy,  something’s 
wrong.  It’s  obvious  I’m  a  token,  and  I’m  happy,  but  I’m  not  ad¬ 
dressing  a  lot  of  Asian  people’s  needs,  ’  People  would  look  at  me 
behind  the  bar  and  think,  ‘Wait  a  rftihiite,  he’s  not  supposed  u>  be 
behind  the  bar,  he’s  not  supposed  to  cruise;’  So  I  went  to  the  i 
group. 

Everyone  was  so  different  —  the  way  they  looked,  talked,  the 
way  they  grew-up,  how  they  carried  themselves.  Then  l  was  im¬ 
pressed.  We  have  so  much  individual  depth,  and  that’s  why  I’ve 
stayed,  fit  the  beginning  I  felt  no  great  need  to  address  my  Asian 
jayyamthese  were  such  great  pedjwe,  and  1  really  like  them,  and 
they  were  all  Asian.  Suddenly,  i  began  to  feel  better  about  my 
Asian  self. 

1  grew  up  in  Chinatown  here  in  Boston.  All  my  friends  were 
Chinese,  I  spoke  Chfeiese  everywhere.  When  I  came  out,  I  left  all 
that  behind,  I  just  forgot  my  Asian  self,  and  the  strength  I  had 
with  people  of  my  own  kind,  people  of  my  own  color. 

1  consider  everyone  in  this  group  to  be  friends.  I  call  them  up 
and  we  go  put.  It’s  great  pifwalk  into  a  bar  with  another  Asian.  It 
feels  good  —  it’s  the  first  time  itjhas  ever(felt  that  way. 

I  was  so  socialized  into  white  standards  of  beauty  that  sud¬ 
denly  I  became  conscious  that  1  find  men  in  this  group  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  I’d  never  realized  that  before,  because  the  white  standards  of 
beauty  are  so  strong. 

We  talk  about  the  images  we  model  ourselves  after.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  all  male  erotica  iswhite  oriented.  When  you  obviously 
don’t  have  the  features  to  be  white  you  feel  powerless  because  you 
have  no  positive  sexual  role. 

My  mother  came  up  to  me  and  asked  when  I  was  getting  mar¬ 
ried.  I  had  already  come  out  to  her,  so  I  said,  ‘We’ve  been 
through  this  before.’  There  is  no  word  1  know  of  for  ‘gay’  in 
so  I  kept  saying,  ‘1  don’t  like  women,  f  like  men.’  She 
‘You’fe  crazy,  you  still  Hav«  to  get  married.’  So  I  said,  ‘Iff 
tyone,  it  would  be  a  man.’  And  she  just  said,  ‘I  don’t 
careTJust  get  married.’  —  Lester 


“I  came  to  tf 
it,  there  are  two  1 
and  being  Asian 


i  to  meet  other  gay  Asians.  The  way  I  see 

sues,  being  gay  MfTnHKsian  community, 
ae  ways,  it’s  easier 
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Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians 

Up  From  Invisible 


By  Cindy  Patton 

“You  don’t  know  any  gay  peo¬ 
ple  growing  up,  so  when  you 
realize  you’re  gay,  you  think  you 
are  the  only  gay  person  in  the 
world.  The  importance  of  coming 
out  is  in  realizing  there  are  other 
gay  people,  that  it’s  normal.  That 
works  for  most  people  who  are 
white  in  North  America.  But  for 
Asians,  I  come  out  and  what  do  I 
find?  More  white  people.  So  I’m 
not  the  only  gay  person,  but  I  am 
the  only  gay  Asian  person.  Meet¬ 
ing  other  gay  Asians  has  the  same 
significance  as  coming  out,”  ex¬ 
plained  Andrew. 

This  sense  of  isolation  and  the 
feeling  that  to  be  lesbian  or  gay  re¬ 
quired  giving  up  one’s  Asian 
cultural  heritage  have  brought 
together  the  twenty  women  and 
men  who  currently  make  up 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Les¬ 
bians.  But  the  group  has  taken  on 
a  role  greater  than  that  of  bringing 
together  people  from  a  similar 
cultural  background.  “In  this 
group  we  relate  to  each  other  as 
people.  It’s  not  even  so  much  the 
issues  that  we  talk  about,  as  just 
being  together,”  said  Lester. 
“And  it’s  a  fun  group,”  Andrew 
added.  “It’s  not  a  dating  group, 
we  just  enjoy  being  together.” 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Les¬ 
bians  was  founded  in  1979.  It  grew 
out  of  a  third  world  gay  group  that 
no  longer  exists.  The  Asian  group 
is  the  only  surviving  part  of  that 
group  that  is  formally  organized. 
From  the  beginning,  the  group  has 
included  both  men  and  women, 
although  everyone  agrees  that  they 
wish  a  higher  proportion  of 
women  belonged  now. 

During  its  three  year  history, 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Les¬ 
bians  has  functioned  primarily  as  a 
discussion  and  support  group.  As 
Andrew  put  it,  “We  are  moderate¬ 
ly  political,  or  at  least  politically 
conscious,  and  we  talk  about 
things  and  try  to  do  things.  ’  ’  Some 
of  those  activities  include  speaking 
engagements,  most  notably  at  last 
year’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride,  in 
the  film  Pink  Triangles,  and  at  the 
South  Cove  Community  Health 
Center,  the  comprehensive  health 
center  that  serves  almost  all  of 
Chinatown’s  population. 


The  song  “Turning  Japanese,” 
became  the  focus  of  a  militant  pro¬ 
test  by  the  Asian  group.  Andrew 
recalled:  “The  issue  was  not  the 
song,  but  the  fact  that  people  were 
making  slant-eyes  when  the  song 
came  on.  That  was  tasteless.  A 
straight  woman  actually  walked 
right  up  to  a  man  and  did  it  in  his 
face.  The  song  was  being  used  to 
vent  racial  hostility.” 

Despite  these  various  public 
presences  of  the  Asian  group,  they 
are  still  not  widely  recognized  or 
taken  seriously.  “People  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  we  exist.  They  say  rude  things 
like,  ‘What  do  you  do,  have 
Chinese  dinners?’  They  think  we 
sit  around  and  drink  tea  and  play 
Mah  Jongg,”  said  Andrew.  In 
order  to  increase  the  profile  of  the 
group  within  both  the  gay  and 
Asian  communities,  the  Boston 
Gay  Men  and  Lesbians  are  inviting 
interested  people  to  an  open  house 
on  Sunday  Febuary  28.  (4-8  p.m. 
at  the  Paradise  Cafe,  180  Mass. 
Ave.,  Cambridge.)  They  hope  to 
accomplish  a  variety  of  things  at 
this  open  house.  “We  want  to  raise 
the  consciousness  of  everyone 
who’s  going  to  be  at  the  party. 
There  are  gay  Asiahs  who  will  be 
coming  who  won’t  come  to  the 
group  because  they  are  too  intimi¬ 
dated  by  the  idea  that  we  meet 
regularly  and  discuss  issues.  It’s 
like  the  first  time  you  go  into  a  bar 
and  you  see  someone  from  your 
same  town  and  you  don’t  talk  to 
them.  You  don’t  want  to  be  iden¬ 
tified.  We  want  to  raise  our 
consciousness  about  Asians 
among  themselves,  and  Asians 
among  non-Asians  .  .  .  and  non- 
Asians  among  Asians.  We  want  to 
see  the  interaction  and  see  that  it  is 
possible,”  said  Lester. 

“It’s  also  a  way  of  making  it 
easief  for  Asians  to  come  out.  I’m 
inviting  some  of  my  Asian  friends 
who  are  non-gay.  It  is  a  way  to 
make  it  known  tBjit  there  are  Asian 
gays,”  added  a  man  who  prefers 
not  to  use  his  name. 

They  also  want  the  non-Asians 
they  meet  to  see  and  understand 
them  as  diverse  individuals.  A  stu¬ 
dent  from  Bangladesh  said,  “We 
want  people  to  see  us  as  gays  from 
very  different  individual  back¬ 
grounds  rather  than  as  one  stereo¬ 


typical  Asian.”  And  they  are  very 
different  people.  The  membership 
includes  men  and  women  who  are 
foreign  born  and  American  born 
Chinese,  Japanese,  Bangladeshi, 
and  Indian.  I  asked  them  how  this 
diversity  worked  in  within  the 
group. 

“We  have  a  lot  of  similarities 
that  you  wouldn’t  necessarily  ex¬ 
pect,  coming  from  such  different 
places.  The  Asian  cultures  are  very 
strong  and  it  hangs  on  no  matter 
where  you  live  or  how  far  you  go 
away,”  said  Connie,  who  lived  in 
Hawaii  before  moving  to  Boston. 

“It’s  been  good  to  talk  about 
different  growing  up  situations,  to 
see  the  similarities  and  differences. 
One  thing  that’s  nice  about  the 
group  is  because  we’re  all  Asian, 
we’re  all  very  respectful  and  that’s 
cultural,”  commented  Lester. 

“Even  though  East  Asia  and  the 
subcontinent  come  from  different 
ethnic  origins,  we  have  a  lot  of 
things  in  common — family  ties, 
relationships  between  friends,  for 
example.  How  people  relate  with 
each  other  in  Asia  is  very  different 
from  how  people  relate  here.  Be¬ 
ing  gay  and  Asian  and  being  able 
to  relate  with  these  old  cultural 
bonds,  even  though  in  many  ways 
the  cultures  differ,  is  very 
relaxing,”  said  the  student  from 
Bangladesh. 

Andrew  grew  up  in  a  white,  mid¬ 
dle  class  suburb  in  Canada.  For 
him,  the  diversity  means  recover¬ 
ing  a  heritage  that  was  hidden. 
“From  these  other  different  back¬ 
grounds,  I  can  find  out  about 
Chinese  culture  in  a  less  threat¬ 
ening  way.  If  I  find  out  from 
straights,  I  get  the  whole  family 
trip,  rather  than  from  my  per¬ 
spective,  as  a  gay  man.” 

Everyone  emphasized  with  the 
fact  that  the  family  in  Asia  creates 
a  position  and  status  for  indi¬ 
viduals  within  society.  The  rela¬ 
tionship  between  marriage  part¬ 
ners  is  less  important  than  the  roles 
that  are  mandated.  To  some  ex¬ 
tent,  it  doesn’t  matter  whether  one 
is  with  a  man  or  a  woman  as  long 
as  the  traditional  structure  of  the 
family  remains  intact.  Because 
many  Asians  are  recent  immi¬ 
grants  who  came  to  America  with 
Continued  on  Page  10 


Cauldron  Has  One  Year  Anniversary 

Ambivalent  About  Men/ 
Women  Loving  Women 


by  Jeff  Segal 


There  are  many  of  us  who  will 
agree  with  Clover  Chango  when 
he  refers  to  “this  dead  gay  lib¬ 
eration  movement”  in  the  middle 
of  his  theatre  piece,  “Revenge  of 
the  Cat  Man.”  Gay  male  culture 
might  have  emerged  as  a  challenge 
to  traditional  male  values  if  our 
lifestyles  had  not  assimilated  so 
much  from  the  culture  at  large. 
Most  of  us  have  grown  up  as  men 
under  circumstances  that  have 
clearly  prescribed  our  definitions 
of  masculinity.  Not  surprisingly, 
gay  male  gathering  places,  dress 
and  physical  appearance,  sexu¬ 
ality,  and  ways  of  relating  gen¬ 
erally  reflect  the  expectations  and 
prohibitions  of  an  inherited  no¬ 
tion  of  masculinity.  For  many  gay 
men,  there  is  comfort  in  this  con¬ 
formity.  For  others  of  us,  there  is 
an  ongoing  struggle  to  situate  our¬ 
selves  between  the  comfort  de¬ 
rived  from  this  commonality  with 
other  gay  men  and  need  to  evolve 
personal  identities  and  relation¬ 
ships  that  are  significantly  differ¬ 
ent  from  those  we  grew  up  with. 

Clover  Chango’s  solo  theater 
performance,  “The  Revenge  of 
the  Cat  Man”  was  a  stimulating 
exploration  of  his  own  ambiva¬ 
lence  toward  the  meaning  of  gay 


male  identity  and  his  own  rela¬ 
tionships  with  other  gay  men.  The 
piece  is  indeed  a  revenge:  a  per¬ 
formance  whose  power  derives  in 
good  part  from  the  volatile  anger 
behind  it.  It  also  draws  strength 
from  Clover’s  extensive  talent  and 
creativity  as  a  dancer,  actor,  and 
poet. 

The  performance  is  improvisa- 
tional,  and  moves  freely  and 
quickly  amongst  bursts  of  poetry 
and  short  sketches.  In  fact,  with 
Clover’s  use  of  a  video  screen  and 
a  tape  recorder,  the  piece  frequent¬ 
ly  becomes  a  barrage  of  images 
and  sounds. 

The  focus  of  the  piece  is  graph¬ 
ically  established  from  the  start. 
“Cat  Man”  begins  with  the  pulsat¬ 
ing  rhythm  of  loud  new  wave  mu¬ 
sic  as  Clover  strides  onto  the  stage 
wearing  a  black  leather  jacket, 
tight  bikini  briefs  and  high  heels, 
ripping  pages  out  of  a  male  porno 
magazine  which  he  scatters  into 
the  audience.  He  runs  to  the  back 
wall  of  the  “stage”  (actually  an 
open  area  in  a  converted  ware¬ 
house),  scrawling  as  he  shouts,  “I 
love  men!  I  hate  men!  I  wish  I 
weren’t  so  defensive  about  men!” 

This  tension  is  present  through¬ 
out  the  piece.  Clover  simultane- 
Continued  on  Page  1 1 


By  Lee  Swislow 

Closer  to  Utopia:  A  Lesbian 
Adventure  from  a  Girls’  Boarding 
School  is  definitely  a  lesbian  play. 
The  schoolgirl  characters  are  nam¬ 
ed  after  goddesses,  the  teacher 
chops  down  a  tree  with  a  huge 
labyris,  and  the  utopia  of  the  play 
is  one  where  every  woman  is  a  les¬ 
bian.  Written  and  directed  by 
Marty  Kingsbury,  the  play  is  being 
performed  at  the  Cauldron  Experi¬ 
mental  Theatre. 

Set  in  1968-69,  the  play  follows 
Many  Breasted  as  she  discovers  she 
is  a  lesbian,  deals  with  her  reac¬ 
tions  and  the  reactions  of  the 
school,  and  eventually  develops  in¬ 
to  a  lesbian  activist,  with  major 
implications  for  the  entire  school. 
Well  acted  by  Elisa  River  Stacy,  I 
liked  her  early  coming  out  scenes 
the  best.  Elisa  and  Marty  have  put 
together  a  character  that  made  me 
say  several  times,  yes,  that’s  exact¬ 
ly  how  someone  would  talk  back  in 
high  school. 

Marty  said  she  wrote  this  play 
equipped  with  many  clear  memo¬ 
ries  of  her  adolescence.  This  is  ap¬ 
parent  in  much  of  the  dialogue  bet¬ 
ween  the  characters.  Although  the 
characters  —  the  homophobic 
teacher,  the  lesbian  teacher,  the 
Continued  on  Page  10 
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A  Flowering  l^lace  in  a  Dry  Land 


Lesbian  Cultural  Event 

Reviewed  by  Maida  T lichen 

Lesbian  talents  in  the  areas  of  music,  writing,  comedy, 
poetry,  and  even  juggling  were  displayed  at  an  unusual  event 
held  in  Boston  on  February  13.  Produced  my  Maxine  Feldman, 
the  show  included  the  presentation  of  “The  First  Annual  Oasis 
Awards’*  to  women  in  the  field  of  literature  for  their  work  in 
earning  on  the  Lesbian  tradition  of  pride,  humor  and  integ¬ 
rity”  Awards  went  to  Alma  Routsong,  author  of  the  hook 
Patience  and  Surah ;  to  Kale  Millett.  and  to  local  writer  and 
activist  Beverly  Smith.  Two  surprise  awards  were  given  to  the 
women  of  Persephone  Press,  Inc.,  a  lesbian-feminist  publishing 
house;  and  to  the  women  of  New  U  ords,  the  women’s  bookstore 
in  Cambridge. 

The  event  was  held  in  the  Arlington  Street  Church,  a  huge, 
gothic  space  with  velvet-cushioned  pews  for  the  8(H)  women 
who  attended.  One  wall  of  large  pews  was  occupied  by  ten 
craftswomen,  displaying  and  selling  their  work.  The  high  ceil¬ 
ing  of  the  church  made  it  possible  to  project  slides  an  unusu¬ 
ally  large  size.  The  evening  began  w  ith  a  slide  show  by  lesbian 
photographers,  accompanied  by  a  piano  and  bassoon  duet. 
The  show  included  scenes  of  lesbian/ gay  pride  marches, 
women's  music  performers,  the  March  on  W  ashington,  historic 
lesbians,  and  candid  shots  of  women.  The  music  often  com¬ 
mented  on  the  scenes,  and  when  slides  of  a  softball  game  were 
accompanied  by  “Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ballgame.”  the  audience 
happily  sang  along.  The  slide  show  included  works  by  JEB. 
Tia  Cross,  Susan  Fleischmann,  Marcia  Gyer.  Ellen  Shub,  Alice 
Austin,  and  Emma  Jane  Gay.  The  ornamentation  on  the  wall 
against  which  they  were  projected  had  a  distorting  effect, 
which  some  people  found  disturbing,  while  others  enjoyed  the 
large  sizes  and  bizarre  effects.  Being  unable  to  recognize  par¬ 
ticular  faces  gave  an  atmosphere  of  “everywoman”  to  the  show. 

Lesbain  clow  n  Sophie  Parker  entertained  the  audience  w  ith  a 
juggling  act  that  told  a  story  about  relationships,  and  how  they 
affect  our  lives.  Her  physcial  movements  ami  tricks  symbolized 
emotions  and  circumstances  familiar  to  all  of  us. 

Gwen  Elliot,  a  lesbian  who  is  blind,  sang  three  songs,  two  of 
her  own  composition.  One  had  this  beautiful  chorus: 

“I  am  me,  G.E.  (Gwen  Elliot) 

And  I  can't  l>e  stopped  by  barrier  from  this  old  society 

I  may  not  fit  your  pegboard  due  to  disability 

But  in  case  vou  haven't  noticed  I’m  as  strong  as  I  can  be. 

I  spoke  to  Gwen  during  intermission,  and  she  told  me  how 
the  performance  had  gone  from  her  point  of  view:  “I  fell  very 
high,  and  I  felt  that  everybody  was  right  there.  The  audience 
was  dialoguing  every  thing  I  said,  like  by  clapping,  so  I  knew 
they  were  right  there  and  I  felt  very  much  at  ease.” 

The  first- Oasis  Award,  engraved  on  “a  tasteful  lavendar 
metal  plate  on  a  wood  backing,  was  given  to  Alma  Routsong. 
Alma's  acceptance  speech  described  her  happy  life  in  the 
country  with  her  lover,  and  her  optimism  about  the  current  sit¬ 
uation  of  lesbians  and  our  movement.  Some  lesbians  enjoyed 
her  “home-spun”  quality,  while  others  found  her  attitude  un¬ 
realistic. 

Patti  Wilson  and  several  friends  performed  a  series  of  humor¬ 
ous  sketches  about  life  from  the  viewpoint  of  deaf  lesbians. 
The  stories  included  a  night  at  the  bar,  a  drive  to  the  Michigan 
Women's  Music  Festival,  and  a  meeting  with  lesbians  from  an- 


/✓ 


\ 


other  country,  —  common  lesbian  experiences  to  which  hearing 
women  could  easily  relate.  But  each  story  made  its  point  about 
the  different  situation  of  deaf  women.  In  the  way  of  traditional 
humor  by  oppressed  minorities,  the  joke  was  often  on  majority 
group  members.  The  audience  seemed  delighted  by  the 
sketches,  which  were  performed  in  ASL  and  interpreted  for  the 
hearing. 

Three  women  from  Somerville  made  up  “Mimi  Jones,”  a 
singing  trio  which  presented  some  interesting  original  songs. 
Lead  singer  Michelle  Willson  has  a  beautiful  voice.  “Mimi 
Jones”  performs  often  at  Oasis  and  other  Boston  clubs,  and 
will  be  heard  on  the  upcoming  record,  “What  We  Did  While 
Waiting  for  the  Moon.” 

Beverly  Smith,  a  black  activist  and  writer,  won  the  second 
Oasis  Award.  Her  mostly  humorous  speech  talked  about  her 
life-long  fantasy  of  winning  an  award  and  giving  an 
acceptance  speech.  She  went  on  to  sj>eak  more  seriously  about 
dealing  with  racism  in  the  women’s  community,  and 
acknowledging  the  efforts  of  many  women  on  this  cause. 

Kate  Rushin  delighted  the  audience  with  her  thoughtful  and 
entertaining  poetry.  She  told  an  outrageous  fable  about  Doris, 
a  poor  soul  assigned  by  “The  Great  Black  Mother”  to  be  in¬ 
carnated  as  the  world’s  first  black  lesbian  feminist.  Says  Doris. 
“Ain’t  it  ba<l  enough  1  get  my  butt  kicked  for  being  a  woman, 
ami  then  1  get  my  butt  kicked  for  being  black,  and  you  tell  me 
I’m  gonna  have  to  be  the  dagger  too?  No  way!”  Given  the 
alternative  of  being  the  world’s  first  black  debutante,  Doris 
soon  begs  for  another  chance  at  the  first  offer. 

The  final  speaker  and  Oasis  Award  winner  was  writer  Kate 
Millett.  Her  rambling  speech,  which  was  something  of  a  his¬ 
torical  review  of  the  situation  of  lesbians,  seemed  to  offend 
many  women  in  audience  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  Some 
found  the  speech  had  many  classist  assumptions,  while  others 
were  disturbed  that  suggestion  that  “there  is  something  Pagan 
about  us”  implied  a  lack  of  acknowledgement  for  other  relig¬ 
ious  beliefs.  When  she  ended  her  speech  by  a  long  solicitation 
of  volunteers  to  grow  Christmafe  trees  on  her  farm,  reactions  in 
the  audience  ranged  from  eagerness  to  anger.  Overall  Millett’s 
speech  seemed  to  carry  an  assumption  of  sameness  about  les¬ 
bians  which  was  out  of  touch  with  the  efforts  of  Boston  area 
lesbians  to  explore  and  maintain  their  individualities. 

“The  Lesbian  Cultural  Event”  certainly  presented  an  unu¬ 
sual  and  far-ranging  program  to  the  Boston  community.  Al¬ 
though  production  was  smooth  and  flowing,  individual  perfor¬ 
mances  were  definitely  too  long,  and  like  all  awards  shows  this 
one  was  too  long  for  many  people.  However,  many  of  the  indiv¬ 
idual  performances  were  well-received,  and  I  must  especially 
commend  Maxine  Feldman  for  emphasizing  disabled  per¬ 
formers,  a  first  for  this  women's  community.  Maxine  hopes  to 
make  the  “Event"  and  annual  affair.  Until  the  next  one,  many 
of  the  local  performers  will  be  appearing  at  the  Oasis. 


Oasis 


_ _  By  Christine  Guilfoy 

If  she  were  a  tennis  player,  she  would  be  Billie  Jean  King,  if 
she  were  a  dancer,  she  would  be  Martha  Graham.  Like  them, 
she  is  a  patron  of  others  in  her  field  and  she  has  created  an 
oasis. 

“She”  is  Maxine  Feldman,  lesbian  singer,  songwriter, 
comedian.  And  the  coffeehouse  she  has  started.  Oasis,  is  an 


entertainment  space  nonpareil.  Located  in  the  basement  of  the 
historic  Arlington  Street  church  in  downtown  Boston,  its 
express  purpose  is  “To  give  performers,  especially  women  and 
Third  World  people,  an  opportunity  to  display  their  talent  in 
an  alcohol-free  environment.”  And  opportunity  it  does  provide, 
because  Oasis  is  not  just  a  place  where  everybody  gets  a 
chance,  it’s  a  place  where  anybody  can  take  the  chance. 

Maxine  has  had  a  long  history  in  women’s  music,  a  history 
with  credits  which  include  the  recording  of  one  of  the  first 
lesbian  songs  in  this  country,  “Angry  Athis.”  But  that  was 
1971.  More  recently,  in  1979,  Maxine  recorded  an  album 
“Closet  Sale,”  and  her  round  face,  deep  voice  and  tuxedo  have 
become  the  familiar  mainstays  of  many  lesbian  and  gay  events 
across  the  country.  In  fact,  when  you  are  talking  about 
women’s  music,  and  you  say  “Maxine,”  you  don’t  have  to  say 
“Feldman,”  everybody  knows  who  you  mean. 

Maxine  has  been  a  professional  musician  for  awhile  and  she 
has  played  a  lot  of  places.  And  some  of  those  places  have  not 
been  the  stuff  of  fond  memories.  “Most  of  the  places  when  I 
started  to  perform  12  years  ago  were  bars.  Nobody  ever  would 
have  thought  of  putting  somebody  in  a  town  hall.” 

At  first,  it  was  the  struggle  of  a  gay  woman  in  a  very  straight 
field.  But  as  women’s  music  developed,  it  became  the  struggle 
to  make  a  living  where  the  opportunities  in  that  regard  can  be 
limited.  “It’s  been  a  fantasy  of  mine  to  do  something  like  this.  I 
wanted  to  see  the  third  wave  of  musicians.  Most  of  them  can’t 
get  booked  to  concerts.  I  know  that  I’m  having  trouble  myself. 
If  I’m  having  trouble,  you  can  imagine  how  somebody  else  is 
struggling.” 

As  she  smokes  her  cigarette,  Maxine  continues,  “I’ve  been  out 
a  long  time.  A  lot  of  experiences  have  been  very  good,  a  lot 
have  been  very  poor  and  very  hurtful.  I’ve  played  a  ldt  of 
places  that  should  have  had  sound  equipment  or  where  people 
could  have  been  a  lot  nicer.  I  remember  going  to  the  West 
Coast  and  performing  in  a  place  and  I  wasn’t  even  offered  a 
meal  or  a  place  to  stay.  Nobody  even  said  ‘welcome’  or  ‘hello.’ 
Thank  goodness  I  had  friends  out  there.  I  stayed  with  them 
and  they  got  me  to  the  place— I  didn’t  even  know  where  it  was. 
It  really  wasn’t  geared  to  performers  at  all. 

In  her  deep  voice  which  can  be  as  lively  and  full  of  fun  as  it 
can  be  mellow  and  thoughtful,  Maxine  spoke  of  the  need  to 
make  more  opportunities  available  to  performers  to  practice 
their  particular  craft,  to  provide  a  place  that  would  be  first  and 
foremost  geared  to  the  performer.  “I’ve  always  wanted  to  be  on 
the  other  end,  because  I’ve  thought  that  things  didn’t  have  to 
be  as  cold  as  they  were.  I’m  trying  to  make  the  performer  a. 
comfortable  as  possible.” 

Oasis,  the  space  that  Maxine  established  to  begin  to  address 
the  problems  of  the  performer,  is  located  in  the  basement  of  a 
Unitarian  church  which  has  often  been  supportive  of  gay 
people.  Maxine  built  the  stage  herself  and  installed  her  own 
lighting.  It  is  relatively  small,  seating  50  people.  The  walls  are 
white,  the  floor  is  tiled  and  the  seats  are  arranged  in  neat  rows 
facing  the  stage.  The  room  is  well  known  for  its  wonderful 
acoustics.  Maxine  will  greet  you  at  the  door  upstairs  and  when 
you  get  downstairs  you  can  talk,  sip  some  juice  or  look  at  the 


current  photographic  exhibit  on  the  wall. 

Behind  the  stage  is  a  room  which  doubles  as  a  dressing  room.  It 
is  here  that  Maxine  and  I  talk  about  Oasis  and  its  raison  d’etre. 
“This  is  built  solely  for  performers.  If  the  performer  is  happy, 
then  the  audience  will  be  happy.  For  the  young  woman  or  man 
just  coming  off  the  living  room  couch,  this  might  be  the  first 
stage  they’re  on.  I  want  it  to  be  a  positive  experience  for  them.” 

If  you  want  to  know  what  it  is  like  to  perform  at  Oasis,  just 
ask  the  performers.  Ask  Sherli  Sherwood,  a  lesbian  musician, 
singer  and  political  artist  who  features  her  own  original 
material.  Unlike  some  of  the  performers  at  Oasis,  Sherli  is  not 
new  to  the  business  and  is  a  professional  performer  who  now 
travels  and  teaches.  She  specializes  in  “healing  music”  and  her 
voice  is  calm  and  soothing  as  we  talk.  “I  think  it’s  excellent 
that  Oasis  exists  for  non-professional  performers.  I  wish  I  had 
a  place  like  this  when  I  was  starting  out.  It  feels  like  a  very  safe 
place  to  perform.  I’ve  done  a  lot  of  growing  in  my  own 
performances  there  just  by  opening  up  and  feeling  like  it  was  a 
safe  enough  place.  I’ve  also  gotten  a  lot  of  really  helpful 
critical  feedback  from  Maxine.” 

Michelle  Willson  of  Mimi  Jones,  a  three  woman  singing 
group,  observes:  “Maxine  encouraged  us  to  have  more  fun.  She 
makes  you  feel  so  comfortable  and  she’s  so  supportive.  She  told 
us  to  use  Oasis  as  a  place  to  experiment  and  you  feel  that  you 
can  do  that  there.  Whereas  if  we  were  performing  at  a  bar  and 
the  bar  owner  were  watching,  we  would  not  have  taken  the 
chance,  had  we  not  done  it  in  front  of  Maxine  first 

“Maxine  has  been  very  helpful  to  us.  It’s  one  of  the  only 
places  where  we’ve  met  other  women  or  other  gay  performers. 
We  had  a  chance  to  be  on  radio  because  of  Maxine.  Playing  at 
Oasis  has  helped  us  become  known  (in  the  lesbian  community) 
but  this  isn’t  the  only  circle  that  we  move  in.”. 

When  we  run  out  of  cigarettes,  Maxine  generously  borrows 
ono  for  each  of  us  from  a  musician  who  is  practicing  in  the 
church.  As  we  settle  back  in,  she  talks  about  ways  in  which 
Oasis  suits  the  performer.  “It’s  not  geared  so  that  the  place 
really  feels  empty  or  full,  because  the  place  is  small.  If  10 
people  come,  you  feel  like  it’s  a  pretty  good  house.  With  25 
people,  you  think  it’s  a  full  house.  That’s  to  encourage  the 
performer  and  the  audience.  If  they’re  sitting  there,  even  with 
10,  they  don’t  have  to  think  ‘Well  this  is  a  dog’  or  ‘This  is  a 
loser.’  It  doesn’t  have  that  feeling.” 

Says  Michelle  Willson  of  Mimi  Jones,  “As  far  as  the  sound 
goes,  it’s  acoustically  perfect.  If  you  whisper  on  the  stage,  you 
can  hear  it. exactly  the  same  way  at  the  end  of  the  room.  You 
can  really  play  with  dynamics,  and  all  kinds  of  effects.  As 
opposed  to  bars  where  the  aim  is  to  be  heard.  It’s  a  good  place 
to  experiment  with  dealing  with  an  audience.  It’s  not  as 
threatening  as  being  in  a  bar.  It’s  helped  Mimi  Jones  more  in 
terms  of  our  stage  presence  than  our  music.” 

Sherli  Sherwood  sees  Oasis  as  a  place  where  even  seasoned 
performers  can  benefiL  “As  a  performer,  you  need  to 
constantly  perform  to  build  up  your  skills.  It’s  a  Jtind  of  ideal 
place  to  do  it  because  it’s  just  the  right  size  and  the  acoustics 
are  just  perfect.  You  don’t  need  a  P.A.  system  and  you  can 
have  a  lot  of  intimacy  with  an  audience  that  size.’ 
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Another  performer  who  loves  to  play  at  Oasis,  a  kid  named 
Maxine  Feldman,  says,  “I  like  things  small,  I  like  the  intimacy. 
Here,  you  can  lower  your  voice  and  be  just  as  dramatic  as  you 
want  to  be.  And  there  are  no  microphones  to  hide  behind.” 

In  recalling  some  of  the  hard  times  of  her  past,  Maxine 
remembers  the  days  when  the  only  place  to  perform  was  in 
bars.  Oasis  is  a  drug  free  space  and  to  the  performers  as  well  as 
to  the  audience,  that  can  make  a  real  difference.  Maxine 
observes:  “It’s  very  hard  to  play  in  a  bar  because  people  are 
drinking.  People  do  get  too  loud,  or  they’re  into  their  own 
conversations.  If  it’s  a  bar  that's  been  set  as  a  kind  of  nightclub 
thing,  then  you're  already  dealing  with  a  different  headset 
because  they’re  coming  in  to  drink  and  also  see  a  floorshow. 
It's  a  bar  and  maybe  there’s  a  ball  game  on  and  some  people 
are  resentful  of  your  performing.  Also,  louder  music  goes  over 
better  in  a  bar,  danceable  music.  Even  though  they  will  listen, 
it’s  much  harder,  you’re  not  singing  in  a  room  that’s  built  for  a 
performer. 

“But  in  a  place  like  Oasis,  they  are  there  to  see  that 
performer.  It’s  not  the  alcohol  that  brought  them.  They’re  there 
to  listen,  and  to  share.” 

Says  Michelle  Wilson,  “It's  very  different  to  play  to  sober 
people  that  to  play  to  drunk  people.  At  Oasis,  you  can  do  your 
music  the  way  you  want  to  do  the  music.  You  don’t  have  to 
worry  about  shouting  over  a  crowd  or  a  pinball  machine  or  a 
bartender.” 

There  are  many  things  about  Oasis  which  reveal  Maxine’s 
care  and  respect  for  people,  like  the  fact  that  she  provides  a 
dressing  room,  or  the  way  in  which  she  adheres  to  a  set  show 
time. 

Maxine  recalls  what  it  was  like  to  perform  in  a  place  without 
a  dressing  room.  “In  one  place  I  played  I  remember  that  there 
was  no  dressing  room.  That  may  sound  a  little  snooty  but  there 
was  no  place  you  could  put  your  guitar  down  except  behind 
you.  There  was  no  freedom  to  walk  around  because  you  were 
always  keeping  an  eyeball  on  where  it  was,  or  keeping  an 
eyeball  on  your  coat.” 

Sherwood  comments,  “It’s  a  really  respectful  thing  for  a 
performer  to  have  a  dressing  room.  Just  to  have  a  space  to  go  in 
order  to  relax  or  get  centered  or  tune  your  guitar.  It’s  very 
respectful.” 

Although  many  of  the  performers  at  Maxine’s  Oasis  are 
seasoned  professionals,  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  those  just 
starting  out.  Maxine’s  voice  has  a  certain  pride  as  she  says  “It 
blows  me  away  how  much  talent  there  is  in  this  community.  A 
lot  of  people- who  want  to  play  here  come  over  and  ask  me,  ‘Do 
I  have  to  give  you  a  resume,  do  I  have  to  give  you  a  tape?.'  I 
think  that’s  all  bullshit  on  this  level  anyway.  The  truth  is  going 
to  show  up  when  you’re  on  the  stage,  anyway.  I  think  it’s  well 
known  that  I’m  not  interested  in  anything  that’s  sexist,  racist, 
or  ageist  But  other  than  that.  I’ll  let  their  peers  judge  them.  I’m 
not  going  to  judge  them.” 

Oasis  advertises  as  a  place  where  the  doors  close  at  8:00  and 
the  show  starts  at  8:05  and  if  anything,  Maxine  is  a  woman  of 
her  word.  When  Oasis  first  opened,  this  drew  more  than  its 
share  of  skepticism  and  titters.  In  a  community  where  being  on 


time  is  considered  a  mental  illness,  it  seemed  an  unlikely  thing 
to  hold  to.  But  Maxine  explains  “It's  really  out  of  respect  for 
the  performer  that  we  start  on  time,  and  I  do  believe  that 
people  can  get  to  places  on  time.  People  manage  to  get  to  their 
straight  jobs  on  time,  they  manage  to  get  to  the  movies  on  time. 
How  come  when  it  comes  to  an  event  in  our  own  community 
people  can’t  arrive  on  time?  Is  it  disrespect  for  ourselves  or 
disrespect  for  the  performer  or  the  production? 

“My  reason  for  doing  this  comes  from  a  long  time  of  having 
to  wait.  Most  of  the  people  who  have  come  through  the  door 
seem  to  appreciate  it.  We  can  all  be  out  by  10:00  so  people  can 
go  out,  or  go  home.  Just  because  the  doors  open  at  7:30  doesn’t 
mean  that’s  when  you  leave  your  house.” 

Providing  you  are  there  by  8:00.  you  can  get  anything  that 
you  want,  in  the  way  of  entertainment,  at  Maxine's  Oasis. 
Maxine  has  had  folk  music,  poetry,  slide  shows,  films,  theatre 
groups,  clowning,  and  classical  music,  to  name  only  a  few.  In 
addition,  there  is  a  different  photographer  each  month 
displaying  her  work  on  the  walls  of  the  Oasis.  Both  men  and 
women  entertain  there  and  both  men  and  women  are  welcome, 
except  for  Wednesday  nights  which  are  for  women  only. 

In  talking  about  what  it  is  like  to  entertain  at  Oasis, 
performers  consistently  mention  the  warmth  and  openness  of 
the  audience,  the  opportunity  it  presents  to  further  develop 
their  skills,  and  of  course,  everyone  mentioned  Maxine’s 
helpfulness  and  encouragement.  But  Oasis  is  open  Wednesday 
through  Sunday,  and  being  open  five  nights  can  be  a  long  haul 
for  a  one  woman  production  company.  And  so  Maxine  says, 
“So  far  it’s  been  a  struggle.  Do  you  want  this  place  to  remain 
alive?  Then  more  of  you  come,  be  supportive.” 

In  assessing  the  importance  of  Oasis  to  performers,  Jean 
Gauthier,  a  lesbian  musician  says,  “It’s  one  of  the  few  places 
where  I  as  a  lesbian  can  go  and  know  that  when  I  sing  my 
music,  it  will  at  least  be  listened  to.  Even  the  straight  people 
who  go  out  there  are  people  who  can  accept  the  fact  that  there 
are  other  than  heterosexuals  in  the  world.  They  can  accept  the 
fact  that  I  can  sing  my  music  and  it’s  just  as  legitimate  as 
anyone  else’s.  That’s  rare  that  you  can  find  that  in  this  area. 

“I  think  in  time,  if  Oasis  succeeds,  that  it  will  get  a 
reputation  that  when  people  go  there  they  will  see  something 
that's  very  entertaining.  If  people  would  give  it  a  chance,  I 
think  we  as  performers  would  be  able  to  draw  in  people  who 
don’t  know  who  we  are.  I’m  willing  to  wait,  I  understand.” 

Michelle  Willson  adds,  “It’s  the  kind  of  place  that  even  after 
you've  moved  on  it  would  be  nice  to  come  back  to.  To  be  home, 
to  be  comfortable.”  And  for  Sherli  Sherwood,  “When  I  play  at 
Oasis  it  really  feels  like  an  oasis.  It’s  healing.” 

So  step  aside  Billie  Jean,  Maxine  is  hard  at  work  and  people 
with  a  talent  to  share  now  have  their  Oasis. 


Oasis  is  open  Wednesday  through  Sunday,  doors  close  at  8:00. 
Basement  of  Arlington  SL  Church  on  the  corner  of  Arlington  St.  and 
Boylston  St  See  GCN  Calendar  for  upcoming  events. 


Alma  Routsong 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.  Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed  6:30  8pm  Walk  in  VO  Testingfireatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30  9pm  Women's  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  tor  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


EXCITING  GROWTH  POTENTIAL! 

Therapy  Group  tor  Gay  Men 

to  Work  on  Various  Life  issues 

NOW  FORMING 

Mass  Bay 

Counseling  Associates 


Dennis  ladarola  965-1311' 


Don  McGaw 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 

Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 

David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 


Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End 


536-2665 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of: 

Neck  and  shoulder  pain  Headaches 
Low  back  pain  Bursitis 

Acute  and  chronic  musculoskeletal 
conditions  resulting  from  occupa¬ 
tional  stress  and  nervous  tension 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

Evening  Appts.  Available 


Asian  Gay/Lesbian 
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their  extended  family,  the  em¬ 
phasis  is  even  stronger.  This  cre¬ 
ates  pressure  ...  so  that  any 
deviation,  including  being  single, 
is  very  threatening. 

But  the  closeness  of  family  ties 
carries  positive  elements,  too. 
Connie  grew  up  in  a  family  of 
Chinese  immigrants  in  Hawaii. 
People  there  helped  each  other 
more  than  people  in  Boston  do. 
Part  of  this,  she  believes,  is  cul¬ 
tural.  “Asian  culture  is  deferen¬ 
tial.  You  always  take  care  of  other 
people  first.  Here,  people  are  sus¬ 
picious  if  you  try  to  help  them. 
And  I’ve  become  less  helpful,  too. 
I’m  sorry  to  have  lost  that.” 

All  of  the  men  and  women  that  I 
talked  with  are  in  the  process  of 
sorting  out  what  from  Asian 
culture  they  want  to  retain  in  their 
new  lesbian  and  gay  lives  —  and 
what  from  lesbian  and  gay  culture 
, they  want  to  keep,  too.  Although 
ktheir  experiences  and  responses 
differ  widely,  they  are  all  very 
aware  of  the  racism  they  expe¬ 
dience  in  the  gay  community. 

“Sexual  stereotyping  is  a  big 
!issue  for  the  men  in  this  group 
because  we  all  experience  it  in  the 
bars.  To  some  extent,  if  you  go  to 
bars  you  have  to  accept  some  of 


the  ways  bars  work,  but  what 
upsets  me  is  that  there  is  a  denial  of 
personhood,”  said  Lester.  An¬ 
drew  added  that,  “It’s  a  com¬ 
pounding  of  the  general  dehuman¬ 
ization  in  bars.  But  race  has  more 
than  physical  implications.  In 
drawing  the  generalization  that 
Chinese  are  always  ‘gentle,  kind, 
friendly,  obedient,  passive,  docile’ 
they  are  making  psychological 
assumptions  based  on  what  race  I 
am.” 

“Politically,  I’ve  been  treated 
very  tokenistically.  There  is  a  hier¬ 
archy  of  third  world,  so  [white 
women]  give  a  lot  of  respect  to  the 
black  women,  a  little  less  to  the 
latinas,  and  the  least  to  the  Asians. 
They  think  we  are  passive,  so  we 
aren’t  going  to  give  them  any  trou¬ 
ble  like  the  black  women  have. 
One  woman  said  to  me,  “You 
Asian  women  are  so  reasonable,” 
said  Connie. 

They  are  also  acutely  aware  of 
their  oppression  as  gays  in  the 
wider  Asian  community.  Some 
individuals  are  out  to  their 
families,  but  in  general  the  feared 
repercussion  is  too  great  to  risk 
losing  their  ties  to  Asian  culture. 
For  most  of  the  men  and  women  I 
spoke  with,  the  family,  despite  the 
pressures  on  them  to  marry,  is  a 


> 
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to  work  on  being  Asian  in  the  gay  community,  because  gay  people 
have  to  be  politically  correct,  and  there  are  fewer  of  them  to  deal 
with.  So  it’s  easier  to  get  on  their  case  for  being  stupid! 

I  get  very  angry  about  the  racial  stereotyping  of  Asians  by 
non-Asians.  On  the  one  hand,  you  can  say  that  people  like 
blondes,  or  thin  people,  or  whatever  —  and  I  think  that  is  an  un¬ 
fortunate  thing  —  but  if  you  accept  that  then  you  have  to  accept 
that  there  are  people  who  like  the  physical  characteristics  of 
Asians.  But  then  they  go  on  and  make  assumptions  about  what 
you  are  like,  that  you  will  be  just  like  the  last  Asian  they  were 
with.  The  line  is  difficult  to  draw,  I  have  to  accept  the  physical 
thing  because  that’s  the  way  it  is  —  it  shouldn’t  be  that  way  —  but 
it  is  the  inseparable  and  broader  implication  that  goes  along  with 
it  that  I  can’t  accept.”  —  Andrew 

“I  grew  up  in  a  white  suburb  of  Boston,  then  went  to  an  all-women’s 
school,  which  was  predominantly  WASP.  There  were  a  lot  of  Asian 
women  at  school,  but  a  great  percentage  of  them  were  foreign  born.  I  was 
always  felt  to  be  somewhat  on  the  outside  of  this  group  because  I  didn’t 
speak  fluent  Chinese.  This  was  my  first  experience  with  hanging  out  with 
Asian  people,  and  I  really  got  into  it.  And  yet,  I  was  somewhat  alienated 
from  it.  I  suspect  that  certain  Asian  women  I  knew  were  having  lesbian 
relationships  but  it  was  on  a  sister  to  sister  or  friend  to  friend  basis,  with 
no  level  of  real  consciousness.  I  could  feel  myself  consciously  going 
through  a  certain  process.  If  there  were  lesbian  feelings,  there  was  not 
much  support  for  them  and  they  were  not  easily  expressed. 

1  remember  the  first  time  I  thought  about  being  a  lesbian  —  I  had  cut 
my  East  Asian  Politics  class,  for  the  first  time  —  and  I  was  terrified, 
because  I  knew  that,  at  least  initially,  that  this  would  mean  an  incredible 
turn-over  in  my  values,  and  a  totally  different  lifestyle.  My  first  thought 
was,  ‘Can  you  do  this  and  retain  your  Chineseness?’  And  that  has  been 
my  quest,  to  try  to  cull  out  of  my  culture  what  is  supportive  to  me  as  a 
feminist  and  a  lesbian. 

When  I  finished  school,  I  had  no  choice  but  to  go  into  the  Boston 
women’s  community.  First  I  had  .o  find  it,  I  expected  some  kind  of 
building  or  something.  I  stayed  away  from  the  Chinese  community 
because  it  is  very  close  and  intimate,  and  my  private  life  would  be  out  in  a 
minute.  I’m  not  ready  to  be  rejected  by  my  family  and  the  Chinese  com¬ 
munity  —  they  both  mean  a  great  deal  to  me. 

I  put  in  a  lot  of  time  in  the  women’s  community  and  now  it’s  time  to 
reintegrate  the  Asian  part  of  myself.  The  women’s  community  in  Boston 
is  almost  a  fairy  tale  —  it’s  wonderful,  but  I’m  feeling  the  need  to  break 
out  of  that  and  begin  to  network  with  other  people.  With  all  the  stuff 
about  racism  that’s  come  up  in  the  last  year,  I  felt  the  need  to  retrench 
and  be  in  a  group  that  could  understand  my  cultural  heritage.  I  value  this 
group  because  people  are  willing  to  hear  the  other  side  and  respect  what 
they  say.  I  don’t  think  it’s  necessary  to  scream  at  each  other. 

We  ail  get  very  concerned  when  people  don’t  show  up.  We  call  them  up 
and  see  what  has  happened.  Some  members  have  been  afraid  that  we  are 
too  ‘politically  correct.’  But  we  want  to  appeal  to  everyone  and  remain 
open  to  people’s  other  interests.  The  group  is  really  closely  identified  with 
everyone’s  personal  process  and  growth,  not  with  any  political  move¬ 
ment.  Asians  have  been  so  ignored  that  to  make  this  group  was  our  own 
struggle,  I  don’t  think  we  owe  anything  to  any  other  movement.” 

—  Cindy 


very  important  part  of  their  lives. 
Said  Connie:  “I  work  and  spend 
most  of  my  time  with  Asians,  they 
were  my  support  when  I  came  to 
Boston.  But  there  is  always  that 
part  that  they  are  not  under¬ 
standing.  You  have  to  work  at  it 
slowly  >vith  people,  and  it’s  very 
frustrating.” 

The  Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and 
Lesbians  group  functions  to  bridge 
the  gap  between  two  strong  and  in 
many  ways  contradictory  cultures. 
The  stress  and  isolation  lesbian 
and  gay  Asians  experience  is  evi¬ 
dent  in  each  story  they  relate,  and 
the  special  quality  of  the  group, 
the  easy  and  relaxed  space  it  pro¬ 
vides,  is  evident  as  well. 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Les¬ 
bians  meets  monthly.  You  may 
contact  them  by  writing  to:  Boston 
Asian  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians,  c/o 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  The  Open 
House  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
February  28,  at  the  Paradise  Cafe, 
180  Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  free  admission  and 
brunch.  “This  open  house  is  our 
way  of  introducing  ourselves  to 
the  community.  Please  come  and 
meet  us.  ” 


Men/ 

Women 
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still  coming  out  school  girl  —  are 
pretty  stereotypical  and  without 
much  depth,  I  enjoyed  watching 
them  and  laughing  at  the  right 
times. 

I  had  a  harder  time  with  the 
second  act.  Too  much  was 
crammed  in,  what  with  Many 
Breasted  and  Selene  working  out 
their  relationship,  the  Stonewall 
Rebellion,  the  rise  of  lesbian 
energy  and  activity  in  the  school, 
and  some  dance  and  dream 
sequencs  that,  I  think  were 
showing  us  that  we  were  moving 
closer  to  utopia.  I  got  restless, 
wanting  to  see  more  of  the  charac¬ 
ters  interacting  around  everyday 
life,  and  less  of  all  this  utopian 
stuff. 

Closer  to  Utopia  does  not  push 
the  boundaries  of  artistic/theatri¬ 
cal  expression.  The  acting  is  done 
both  by  women  who  have  much 
experience  and  women  who  have 
never  acted  before,  and  it  shows. 
The  plot  and  the  characters  are  all 
very  straightforward.  And  still,  it 
is  nice  to  have  a  lesbian  play  that  is 
light  and  happy  and  shows  life  the 
way  I  want  it  to  be.  I  was  glad 
when  Many  went  to  her  teacher, 
Tiamat,  for  guidance,  and  got 
support  and  acceptance  for  her 
feelings.  I’m  into  that  way  of 
showing  utopia,  a  world  where 
young  lesbinas  can  explore  their 
feelings  accompanied  only  by  the 
terror  of  beginning  to  love 
another,  but  without  the  terror  of 
feeling  evil. 

The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theatre  is  dedicated  to  the  celebra¬ 
tion  and  continuation  of  lesbian, 
women’s  and  gay  male  art,  culture 
and  politics.  This  month  is  their 
one  year  anniversary.  I  look 
forward  to  seeing  more  of  their 
work. 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

j  □  2  years  (100  issues) 
$43.50 

|  □  1  year  (50  issues) 

$25.00 
I  □  25  weeks 

$15.00  regular 
$10.00  low  income 
!□  12  weeks 
$8.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name 
Address 
City _ 


.  State . 


Zip 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Brumfield  St. /Boston  MA  02108 

□  1  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN? _ D _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  Set  of  vols.  1-7 


Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARCE 


Name 


Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 


Signature  _ _ 

AH  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  "GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential.- 
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clover  chango  in  Revenge  of  the  Cat  Man. 

Men/Women 


Paul  Cohen 
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ously  embraces  and  ridicules  the 
imagery  of  masculine  culture.  In 
spite  of  the  angry  tone  of  much  of 
the  piece,  there  is  also  a  sense  of 
pleading  desperation.  In  one  seg¬ 
ment,  he  presents  a  sketch  of  the 
pressures  of  boyhood.  A  taunting 
voice  states,  “If  you  act  like  a  girl, 
we’ll  put  you  with  the  girls.”  This 
is  followed  by  an  imploring  voice 
crying,  “raise  me  brothers,  birth 
me  brothers.” 

A  good  portion  of  the  perform¬ 
ance  is  an  exploration  of  gay  male 
sexuality.  The  video  screen  inter¬ 
twines  traditional  hypermasculine 
images  with  scenes  of  an  andro¬ 
gynous,  long  haired  man.  In  his 
own  performance,  Clover  derides 
gay  male  sexuality  for  its  emphasis 
on  power  and  masculinity.  “Who 
gets  erect?  Who  fucks  whom?” 
‘No  half  man,  just  pure  man.” 
“Will  we  always  be  estranged?”  he 
asks.  “Does  that  make  it  more  ex¬ 
citing?” 

Ultimately,  it  is  internalization 
of  the  oppressive  nature  of  mascu¬ 
linity  that  keeps  us  apart.  Clearly, 
this  is  a  portrayal  of  the  self-op¬ 
pression  that  results  when  gay  men 
internalize  the  traditional  values  of 
masculinity. 

Later,  Clover  pays  homage  to 
the  relationship  between  James 
Dean  and  Sal  Mineo  in  Rebel  With¬ 
out  a  Cause,  a  -relationship  of  re¬ 
pressed  love  that  ends  in  tragedy. 
He  also  asserts  the  right  of  gay 
men  to  evolve  their  own  forms  of 
sexuality  in  a  piece  defending 
S/M. 

The  piece  overall  is  critical  of 
gay  men.  Ironically  but  not  sur¬ 
prisingly,  a  noticeable  portion  of 


the  audience  left  during  the  per¬ 
formance.  Typically,  there  has 
been  very  little  self-criticism  of  gay 
male  culture.  Clover  uses  criticism 
in  a  way  that  both  challenges  our 
concept  of  ourselves  and  cele¬ 
brates  our  potential  strength  to 
change.  In  one  of  the  evening’s 
more  wonderful  moments,  he 
opens  one  of  the  windows  of  the 
building  and  shouts  into  the  street 
that  he’s  “queer,  talented,  troub¬ 
led,  and  beautiful.” 

“Cat  Man”  is  a  challenging  and 
complex  piece.  At  times  the  simul¬ 
taneous  presentation  of  taped  ma¬ 
terial  and  theater  is  confusing  and 
overwhelming.  The  fact  that  Clo¬ 
ver  functioned  as  his  own  stage 
crew  added  further  disruption.  In 
addition,  the  piece  seemed  long 
and  somewhat  repetitive  at  times. 

The  complexity  of  Clover’s 
work  is  also  its  strength;  it  threads 
together  a  network  of  impressions 
in  a  thought  provoking  way.  It  is 
powerful  because  Clover  is  willing 
to  use  his  own  personal  life  as  fod¬ 
der  for  examination.  When  he 
reads  from  a  series  of  personal  let¬ 
ters  from  friends  and  lovers,  some 
of  which  are  quite  critical  of  him, 
he  moves  out  of  the  realm  of  rhet¬ 
oric  and  into  the  flesh  and  blood 
of  his  own  life. 

Equally  important  is  Clover’s 
decisiontoend  the  performance  on 
a  positive  note  —  a  rich  poetic 
piece  of  a  morning-after  breakfast 
with  another  man,  an  affirmation 
of  connection.  The  closing  image 
of  Clover  playing  a  bamboo  flute 
by  a  single  candle  is  a  moment  of 
quiet  reflection  to  look  beyond  our 
pain  towards  a  positive  vision  of 
our  gayness. 


John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  T.  Rizzo 
and  David  R.  Lund 

are  pleased  to  announce  the 
formation  of  the  new  law  firm  of 

Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

successor  to  the  law  firm  of 

JOHN  P.  WARD 

with  offices  at 

Two  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 
Telephone  (617)  426-2020 

Serving  the  community  since  1977 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 

they're  a  team  effort 

Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

' 

617  364-5500 

Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 

MAINE  LESBIAN  AND  GAYMEN’S  SYMPOSIUM  IX 

SYMPOSIUM-IX/CONFERENCE-2 

2nd  ANNUAL  NEW  ENGLAND  CONFERENCE 
OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS 
friday,  Saturday,  Sunday -march  26, 27,  28,  1982 

memorial  union  ■  university  of  maine  at  orono 

“WORKING  TOGETHER” 
pre-registration  formic  -schedule  of  events- 


REGISTRATION  FEES  (Please  pay  the  most  you  can  afford) 
suggested  fee  .  .  .if  your  income  is 

$5.00 . $5,000  per  year  or  less 

7.50 .  5,001-10.600 

10.00 .  over  10.000 

Fee  includes  housing,  childcare,  and  special  needs 
arrangements  (if  necessary)  plus  ALL  scheduled 
activities.  PLEASE  pre-register;  space  is  limited! 

SYMPOSIUM  IX/CONFERENCE  2  LOCATION:  The 
University  of  Maine  at  Orono  campus  is  approximately 
5  miles  north  of  Bangor. 

HOUSING:  To  be  guaranteed  housing  in  the  Orono- 
Bangor  area,  you  must  return  this  form  by  March  1. 
Requests  received  after  that  date  will  be  filled  if 
space  permits.  There  is  no  charge  for  housing. 

CHILDCARE  is  free;  send  requests  by  March  1. 

INTERPRETERS  for  the  hearing-impaired  and  readers  for 
sight-impaired  persons  provided  if  requested 
in  advance. 


USE  THIS  FORM  OR  SEPARATE 


FRIDAY,  March  26 
5 PM-midnight:  Registration 
8  PM-midnight:  Films, Coffeehouse,  and 
Dance  (held  simultaneously);  the  dance 
will  be  an  alcohol-free  space;  a  bar 
will  be  in  a  separate  room  for  those  who 
wish  to  drink. 

SATURDAY.  March  27 
9-10AM:  Registration;  Coffee  hour 
10AM:  Opening  Plenary  Session- 
presentations  by  various  New  Eng  and 
groups;  open  microphone 
NOON:  Lunch 
1:15-5.30  PM:  Workshops 
6-7PM:  Supper  (choice  of  meat  or 
meatless  meals) 

7PM:  Dinner  Theatre 
9PM-1AM:  Dance  (alcohol-free  space, 
separate  bar) 

SUNDAY,  March  28 

9- 10AM-.  Religious  Services;  Coffee  hour 

10- 11AM.  Women's  &  Men's  Meetings 
11AM-1PM:  Final  Plenary  Wrap-up 

Session  for  Everyone  WORKING 

SHEET  mail  to  address  below  TOGETHER 


NAME 


AMOUNT  t 
ENCLOSED  _ 


ADDRESS. 


No-  of  persons  registering. 


How  many  need  housing?. 


For  Fri. 


Sat _ Sun , 


I  prefer  housing  with:  Women  only—  Men  only  —  Doesn't  matter 
Special  Needs  Requests: 

Childcare.  How  many  children?___  Children's  special  needs _ __ 

We  want  to  offer  a  wide  voriety  of  workshops.  If  you  would  like  to  facilitate  one,  please  send  yoi  r 
name  address  title  ofwDrkshop,  brief  description,  ond  whether  it  is  for  men  only,  women  only,  or  for 
everyone  to  the  address  below  by  March  1.  Tnank  you. 

Mail  to:  SYMPOSIUM  IX/CONFERENCE  2  .  WILDE-STEIN  CLUB.  MEMORIAL  UNION.  UNIVERSITY  OF 
MAINE,  ORONO,  MAINE  jn  part  by  the  university  of  moine 
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Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporar, 
custom  desisns  &  etchinss 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

evenings 


:==rz 

Lee  Judith  Oriotf,  Ph.D. 

Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
i:  stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  trainingi 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


Phototypesetting 


XANADU 

GRAPHICS 


•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 


426-9244 


2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


Reagan  Nominee 


Continued  from  page  1 

“There  is  a  danger  that  we  will 
lose  the  ability  to  use  the  Civil 
Rights  Commission’s  resources  if 
we  see  nominations  like  this  go 
by,”  Boozer  said. 

Several  major  newspapers  have 
editorialized  against  Hart’s 
nomination.  An  editorial  in  the 
Philadelphia  Inquirer  read,  “On 
the  basis  of  Mr.  Hart’s  outspoken 
hostility  to  homosexuals  and  his 
declared  support  of  official  ‘dis¬ 
crimination’  on  that  ground,  his 
appointment  is  insensitive,  offen¬ 
sive  and  irresponsible.” 

Both  U.S.  senators  from  Hart’s 
home  state  of  Pennsylvania  have 
opposed  his  nomination,  primarily 
because  of  the  procedure  by  which 
he  was  chosen.  The  state’s  senior 
senator,  Republican  John  Heinz, 
has  moved  to  block  Hart’s 
confirmation  by  placing  a  “hold” 
on  his  nomination,  a  delay  in  the 
confirmation  process  allowing 
senators  to  investigate  the 
nominee.  And  in  a  letter  to  Rea¬ 
gan,  Republican  Senator  Arlen 
Specter  protested  the  procedure  by 
which  Hart  was  chosen.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  politicians  have  criticized 


the  administration  for  failing  to 
consult  with  them  before  making 
the  choice,  a  procedure  normally 
followed  in  such  cases. 

The  administration  failed  to 
consult  with  federal  Transporta¬ 
tion  Secretary  Drew  Lewis,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  who  would  ordinarily  be 
allowed  to  disapprove  of  nominees 
from  his  home  state  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Specter  is  a  member  of  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Judiciary  Committee,  which 
must  confirm  Hart’s  nomination 
before  it  is  considered  by  the  full 
Senate.  Susan  Green  of  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby  told  GCN 
that  the  committee,  which  is 
dominated  by  conservative  Repub¬ 
licans,  will  almost  certainly  con¬ 
firm  the  nomination  if  it  is  pre¬ 
sented  to  them.  The  White  House 
has  not  yet  sent  Hart’s  nomination 
to  the  Senate 

Among  the  ten  Republicans  on 
the  18-member  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee  are  Senators  Strom  Thurmond 
(SC),  Paul  Laxalt  (NV),  Orin 
Hatch  (UT),  John  East  (NC)  and 
Jeremiah  Denton  (AL).  Democrat 
Edward  Kennedy  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  a  co-sponsor  of  the  national 
gay  rights  bill,  is  also  a  committee 


member. 

The  New  York  Times  reported 
on  February  13  that  the  White 
House  may  withdraw  Hart’s 
nomination  in  the  face  of  the 
clamor  it  has  created.  “Because  he 
is  an  unknown  in  civil  rights  circles 
and  because  his  statements  are  so 
outrageous,”  Boozer  told  GCN, 
“1  think  that  this  nomination  is  an 
embarrassment  to  the  White 
House.  The  White  House  is  clearly 
anxious  to  appease  the  far  right 
but  it  is  not  anxious  to  become 
identified  with  some  of  its  radical 
positions.  .  .  .  We  have  put  the 
White  House  on  the  defensive  and 
that’s  where  we  should  keep 
them.” 

Boozer  urges  that  letters  oppos¬ 
ing  Hart’s  nomination  be  sent  to 
local  newspapers  and,  unless  the 
White  House  withdraws  the  nom¬ 
ination,  to  senators. 

Rita  Addessa  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Lesbian/Gay  Task  Force  re¬ 
ports  that  the  broadbased  coali¬ 
tion  forming  to  oppose  the  nomin¬ 
ation  urges  that  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  write  to  their  own  senators  as 
well  as  to  members  of  the  Judici¬ 
ary  Committee. 

—filed  from  Boston 


"if 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


The  Human  Outreach 
and 

Achievement  Institute 


The  Outreach  Institute  announces  the  formation 
of  the 

Outreach  Professional  Evaluation  and  Referral. 
Network  (OPERN) 

We  offer 

•  Intake  service  for  Transsexuals 

•  Evaluation  and  Referral  for  Gender  Dysphorics 

•  Coping  strategies  for  Crossdressers 

•  Workshops  and  seminars  for  helping  professionals 
(including  doctors,  lawyers,  social  workers  and  ministers) 

•  Androgyny  Awareness  Workshops 

•  Discussion  Groups  for  Adolescents  with  Gender  Issues 

•  Counseling  for  spouses  and  friends  of  Crossdressers 
For  further  information  and  details,  call  (617)  277-3453 
Tuesdays  2-6  pm,  Thursdays  1-7  pm 

or  write  to  The  Outreach  Institute 
Kenmore  Station  Box  368 
Boston,  MA  02215 

Licensed  professional  psychotherapists  and  counselors  avail¬ 
able.  Helping  professionals  from  the  6  State  New  England 
Area  are  invited  to  join  Network.  For  details  please  write  to 
the  Institute. 


iff  IrrStar  productions  Presents 

The  Boston  Showcase 
For  Women  In  The  firts 

The  Boston  Showcase  for  Women  in  the  Arts  is  a  very  special  three  day 
festival  celebrating  the  contributions  made  by  Boston-area  women  in 
the  worlds  of  art,  film,  photography,  dance,  theatre,  and  music. 

More  than  fifty  artists  and  photographers  will  have  their  work 
displayed,  in  the  areas  of  oil,  acrylic,  charcoal,  graphics,  collage, 
sculpture,  and  mixed  media. 

Music ,  Theatre ,  and  Dance  Performances 


FRIDAY 

NIGHT _ 

Susan  Abod 
Mimi Jones 
Bougainvillea 
Sherry  Pedone 
Julie  Homi 
Maxine  Feldman 
Janet  Hood  and 
Michelle  Mattingly 


SATURDAY 
DAY _ 

Helen  Pringle 
The  Gay 
Divorcees 
Judy  Sloan 
Ends  &  Means 
Committee 
Jane  Doe  Band 
Jan  Field 
Sue  Schoonmaker 
Marsha  Hiller  and 
Pat  DeAngelis 


SATURDAY 
NIGHT _ 

Janet  Smeltz 
Harriet  Lundberg 
Deb  Huston 
Semenya  McCord 
Diane  Lindsey 
Teresa  Trull  and 
Julie  Homi 
Betsy  Rose  and 
Cathy  Winter 


SUNDAY 
DAY _ 

Darlene  Myers 
Lizzie  Borden  and 
the  Axes 
Anne  Drefuss 
The  Dangerous 
Birds 

Modern  Electrics 
Recovery  Road  — 
Mood  Swings 


SUNDAY 

NIGHT 

Bachelorettes 
TwinTide 
Dovida  Ishatova 
Libana  » 

Solid  Rock 
Gospel  Choir 
Kay  Gardner 


Plus  a  craftswomen’s  area,  open  mike,  workshops,  and  special  children’s  events. 

SETTING!  Hayden  Hall,  Jacob  Sleeper  Hall 

Boston  University,  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

DATES:  February  26,  27,  &  28,  1982 

TIMES:  Days  —  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Nights  —  7:00  p.m.  to  11:00  p.m. 

TICKET  PRICES:  DAY  -  $5.00  Night  -  $10.00 

Tickets  Available  at  the  Door 
For  further  information  call  623-7699 


FisheiTravel  367-3490 

Hsher  Travel  Assoc 
Hairy  A  Hsher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 
Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N  Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


.STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

HOT  TRASH 

X 


All  Tied  Up 

West  Side  Boys  X 


Boston’s  Best  Aft  Male  Show! 


MAKING 

LOVE 


"MAKING  LOVE  is  the  breakthrough 
movie  we  have  been  waiting  for,  the 
first  Hollywood  film  to  present  gay 
characters  and  situations  in  a  positive, 
no-excuses-offered  manner." 

— A.S.  ILVON,  NEW  YORK  NATIVE 

"MAKING  LOVE  is  an  ultra  contem¬ 
porary  film  that  dares  to  be  different  • 
and  succeeds  through  sheer  honesty 
and  guts." 

-NORMA  McLAIN  STOOP.  AFTER  DARK 

"  MAKING  LOVE's  sincere  and  sym¬ 
pathetic  account  of  a  gay  man's  exit 
from  the  closet  will  undoubtedly  impact 
on  lives  of  gay  men,  their  friends  and 
their  loved  ones." 

-CLIFTON  MONTGOMERY,  THE  ADVOCATE 

"The  understanding  of  the  director  in  the 
love  scenes,  a  very  crucial  part  in  the 
making  of  this  controversial  film,  cannot 
help  but  affect  the  general  public'^  in¬ 
sight  into  our  lives." 

-BOB  de  BRECHT,  PHOENIX  WESTERN  EXPRESS 


TWENTIETH  CENTURY- FOX  Presents 

A  PRODUCTION  OF  THE  INDIEPROD  COMPANY  AN  ARTHUR  HILLER  FILM 

MAKING  LOVE 

MICHAEL  ONTKEAN  •  KATE  JACKSON  •  HARRY  HAMLIN 

WENDY  HILLER  and  ARTHUR  HILL  Produced  by  ALLEN  ADLER  and 
DANIEL  MELNICK  Screenplay  by  BARRY  SANDLER  Story  by  A.  SCOTT  BERG 
Directed  by  ARTHUR  HILLER  Music  by  LEONARD  ROSENMAN 

COLOR  BY  DE  LUXE® 

Available  in  paperback  from  Ballantine  Books  ©1902  twentieth  century  fox  J® 

HEAR  THE  SONG.  MAKING  LOVE.  PERFORMED  BY  ROBERTA  FLACK  WRITTEN  BY 
CAROLE  BAYER  SAGER.  BURT  BACHARACH  &  BRUCE  ROBERTS  AVAILABLE  ON  ATLANTIC  RECORDS 


K 

RESTRICTED 

UNDER  17  REQUIRES  ACCOMPANYING 
PARENT  OR  ADULT  GUAROIAN 

NOW  PLAYING  IN  SELECTED  ENGAGEMENTS 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
You’ve  got  two  boxes  packed  and  sealed 
My  blood  has  just  about  congealed 
My  feet  are  cold,  my  head  is  hot 
It’s  housing  fever  that  I’ve  got. 

I  love  you  more  than  I  can  say. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine.  _ 

JACK  JACK  JACK 

I  love  Rodney,  which  is  what  he  says  he 
needs.  He  has  his  arms  around  Puss- 
Puss  and  it  looks  like  romance.  Thank 
you.  You  are  very  sweet.  The  card  is  ab- 
solutely  beautiful. _ 

ANGELA  AND  SUE 

The  balloons  were  such  a  clever  sur¬ 
prise.  They  decorate  the  soon-to-be 
vacated  living  room.  You  two  are  look¬ 
ing  for  trouble  by  being  so  nice.  How 
can  you  have  any  peace  with  people 
around  all  the  time??? _ 

SHERI  AND  LOIS 

Belated  congrats  on  your  recent  special 
occasion.  The  Valentine’s  Day  party 
was  a  wow  as  always. _ 

Prof  GF  26  attractive  sks  same  for 
friendship  or  poss  relationship.  I  love 
the  ocean,  fine  wine,  good  food,  biking, 
lit,  poetry,  women’s  culture  &  music. 
Let’s  meet.  Send  letter  &  tel  no  to  GCN 
Box  504. _ _ _ (31) 

NYC  GWM  6 '3"  205#  31  avg  Iks  arts- 
oriented,  educated,  solvent,  sks  similar 
male  to  40  for  symbiosis.  Write  Bern  do 
GCN  Box  514  or  call  (212)  475-2392.  (31) 

LOVING  SENIOR 

Mature  GM  sks  over  45  male  friend  to 
share  passions  &  good  times  &  lasting 
relationship.  Write  to  Box  holder,  Box 
461,  W.  Swanzey,  NH  03469 _ (31) 

Intelligent  lesbian.  30’s  former  Bos¬ 
tonian,  also  like  fun  &  sensuality.  Inter¬ 
ested  in  thoughtful,  professional  fem- 
inist,  GCN  Box  515. _ (14) 

ISIS  GAY  PHONE  CLUB 
At  last  a  club  that  enables  you  to  talk  to 
&  meet  people  with  similar  interest  &  or 
professions  over  the  phone.  Send  yr 
name  add  phone  no.  personal  descrip¬ 
tion  code  name  (for  list)  V2  yr  prefer¬ 
ences.  You  will  be  sent  a  list  of  names 
&  tel  nos  our  fee  $7.  $10  if  you’re  not 
listed.  Ck/mo.  Isis  134  West  32  St,  -602 
M233,  NY,  NY  10001. _ (32) 

WANT  TO  REACH  WOMEN? 
Advertise  in  program  book  for  Women  in 
Concert,  Inc.  Spring  ahead  fund  raiser  for 
Equal  Rights  featuring  Margie  Adam,  Pro¬ 
vidence,  Apr  3,  page  $85,  Vi  ,pg/$45,  % 
pg/$25.  (401)  273-2430.  .  (32) 

LESBIANS:  MOVING  SO  SOON? 
Just  when  yr  apt  was  beginning  to  feel 
homey?  Tired  of  having  to  relocate 
every  time  yr  rent  goes  up?  Have  you 
dreamed  of  owning  a  home  with  other 
women?  We  can  make  it  happen.  Call 
Jil  426-4469  days. 

Support  the  women's  music  you  want! 
GALAXIA  Women  Enterprises,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  based  women's  record  company 
has,  in  three  and  a  half  years,  produced 
&  is  also  distributing  the  widest  range 
of  musical  styles  &  content,  including 
folk,  contry,  bands,  classical  &  more, 
reaching  out  to  all  the  many  tastes  & 
needs  of  the  community.  Presently  we 
are  making  plans  to  produce  more 
unique  classical  music,  &  several  other 
records.  These  projects  are  extremely 
costly  &  we  are  in  urgent  need  of  dona¬ 
tions  &  loans  to  make  these  new  re¬ 
cords  possible.  For  further  info  write 
GALAXIA,  PO  Box  1268  Dept  GL,  Fram- 
ingham,  MA  01701. _ (791) 

BOSTON  AREA 

Gay  woman  in  her  40’s,  bright,  good 
Ikng,  humorous,  lively,  political,  sexual 
skng  woman  for  whole  new  poetry, 
wonderful  conversation,  love  making, 
laughter,  escapades,  travel.  GCN  Box 
516. _ (33) 

GWF  OVER  38 

Prof  woman  who  loves  life  laughter  love 
looking  for  same  would  like  friendship 
first  and/or  love  both  would  be  nice 
honesty  a  must.  Life  is  wonderful  but  at 
times  lonely— let’s  meet  write,  tel  #  are 
nicer.  GCN  Box  494.  (28) 

GWF  27  law  student  with  min  free  time 
looking  for  a  woman  to  share  with.  Ex¬ 
tensive  diversified  interests.  Rom  real- 
ist/femlnlst/artistlc  sensibilities.  Pref 
women  of  maturity.  Please  send  letter  & 
tel# GCN  Box 505. _ (31) 

NEW  TO  WESTERN  MASS 
Prof  GWM  5 ’10”,  140  lbs,  35  gd  Ikg, 
straight  appear  sks  friends  my  age  or 
younger.  Like  Asians/Latins  but  not  ex¬ 
clusively.  Occ.  Box  352,  Williamstown, 
MA _  (32) 

MAN  SEEKS  WOMAN  FOR  BABY 
GBM  29  attrac,  intell,  PhD  candidate 
sks  like  female  to  negot  terms  for 
having  a  baby.  Am  willing  to  assume  all 
respon  or  to  share.  Let’s  talk.  GCN  Box 
509. _ (31) 

Thoreau?  Healthy,  loving,  gentle, 
strong  (sometimes  obstinate)  artist,  40, 
5 '8”,  150  needs  to  share  homestead  75 
m  frm  Boston.  Handmade  house  Vi  m 
from  rd.  No  elec.  Enormous  org  garden, 
fields,  woods,  pond,  woodfired  kiln, 
piano,  good  neighbors.  Great  Ledge,  12 
Perry  Rd„  Deerfield,  NH  03037.  (31) 

INVEST  IN  A  DYKE  LAWYER 
A  year  of  GCN  salary  +  Reagan  budget 
cuts  =  no  $$$  for  law  school  for  this  ex¬ 
news  editor.  Can  you  help  with  a  long¬ 
term,  low-interest  loan  and/or  a  contri¬ 
bution?  Write  Denise  Sudell  c/o  GCN. 
Thanks. 
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I  am  an  inexperienced  mature,  sensi¬ 
tive,  straight-lkng,  22  yrs,  deep  br  eyes, 
br  hair,  5 '2",  gd  Ikng,  funny,  bitchy 
sometimes  (aren’t  we  all?),  Garbo  freak, 
music/book  loving  female  white  stu¬ 
dent  who  loves  to  write  and  who  isn’t 
into  bars  or  BS  games.  It’s  hard  to  meet 
gays  in  New  Jersey,  so  I  have  been  pret¬ 
ty  much  stuck  in  the  closet  and  I’m  suf¬ 
focating.  Someday  I  hope  to  meet  (who 
maybe  doesn’t  exist)  a  female  who  is  al¬ 
so  attractive,  sensitive,  real,  and  some¬ 
times  a  little  crazy  like  myself.  I  favor 
gorgeous  Latins/Italians,  and  accents 
are  a  plus.  Pis  write  only  if  UR  serious, 
and  not  butchy.  GCN  Box  511.  (31) 

NEED  TO  GIVE  AND  GET  LOVE 
GWM  25,  5’10"  215  lbs,  uncomfortable 
in  bars,  shy.  I’m  Ikng  for  someone  who 
is  willing  to  spend  the  time  it  takes  to 
get  to  know  another  person.  If  you’re 
very  nervous  about  meeting  someone 
this  way,  don’t  despair,  you’ve  got 
company.  Maybe  we  can  help  each 
other  thru  the  tough  beginnings  and 
find  real  happiness  with  each  other. 
Box  1521  Federal  Station,  Worcester, 
MA  01601. _ (32) 


P&f)Sf)f)T  STOCK 


l»nc» 

uine 

JkTtrfpti  AVunJ  rt,*-  vferlj 

<4JU  LMSHiQGToo  sr 

SomtMUi-E,  Class.  OAHi  551 

Have  3  kittens  looking  for  home.  Must 
be  stable  cat  lover.  Call  me  at  524-5163 
between  6-9  pm,  Larry. _ (29) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904. 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numEeh 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 

ROOMMATES _ 

N  Shore  GWM  sks  quiet  respon  rmte 
GM/F  25  pis  for  4  rm  apt.  $215/mo  inc 
ht.  Sec.  dep.  745-8170  bet  7:30  & 
9:30pm.  Not  a  sex  ad. _ (31) 

Prof  LF  26  &  2  cats  sk  LF  to  find  &  share 
apt  Allston  area  or  if  you  have  apt  & 
need  rmte.  Eves,  277-2008. _ (31) 

HARVARD  SQUARE  APARTMENT 
GF  sks  same  to  share  beaut  spacious  2 
bdrm  apt  Camb.  Walk  Hvd  Sq  &  T.  Dish 
wsh,  w/d.  Pkng  $250/mo  inc  all 
utils.  (617)  491-0545. _ (31) 

BEACON  HILL  APARTMENT 
Rmte  wanted  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  avail 
mid  March  to  Apr  1.  Choice  of  $250  or 
$310  bdrm,  ht  inc.  Zac  or  Scott  720-0682 
eves, _ (32) 

LF  31  sks  quiet  friendly  resp  animal-lov¬ 
ing  LF  to  share  Ig  2  br  apt  in  Som.  132 
pls'util,  avail  Mar  15  or  Apr  1.  666-4392 
keep  trying. _ (32) 

GWM,  30,  writer,  sks  free-spirited  but 
respon  indep  rmmts  for  spac  apt  5  min 
frm  Harv  Sq,  $110  pis  util  w/3  of  us.  AvI 
Apr  or  erly  May.  No  pets,  smkng  OK.  No 
calls,  but  drop  a  card  today,  GCN  Box 
517.  (32) 

CENTRAL  SQUARE 

2  GMs  sk  friendly  3rd  for  Ig  warm  semi¬ 
coop  apt.  Progressive,  non-sexist, 
cheap.  Richard  354-6740, _ (cj 
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ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

If  you  are  renting  rooms  or  space  in 
your  own  home,  you  are  collecting  mon¬ 
ey  from  renters  and  therefore  your  ad 
must  be  paid  at  the  business  rates  (see 
ad  form).  Roommate  (non-business)  ads 
are  for  seeking  others  to  share  the  rent 
you  pay  to  a  third  party,  the  landperson. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENINGS 
3  LFs  sk  2  more  w/sense  of  humor  for 
Irg  quiet  Newton  Crnr  home.  Nr  buses, 
-  xpress  bus.  Parking,  rent  $135  pis. 
Ruth,  Aina  527-0426. _ J31) 

GM,  prof,  non-smoker  sks  same  to 
share  large  2  br  Cambridge  apt.  Avail. 
Mar  1.  $225/mo  pis  Vi  utils.  497-6283. 

_ m 

GWM  24  sks  rmte  for  2  bd  apt  nr 
Harvard  SQ  starting  Mar  1.  Pref  quiet  re¬ 
sponsible  non-smoking.  $130  pis  utils. 
547-6113. _ (31) 

2  GF  sk  3rd  for  3  bdrm  apt  w/porch  in 
Brighton.  1  blk  frm  T  nr  stores.  $185  inc 
ht  232-8243  Margot  or  Karen  after  7  wk- 
days,  anytime  wkends. _ (31) 

NEWBURYPORT  AREA 
Prof  man  early  40  sks  same  for  house¬ 
mate.  Must  like  dogs,  be  neat,  no  heavy 
drink  of  drugs.  Nice  home.  You  must  be 
willing  to  maintain  warm  environment. 
Sensible  &  down  to  earth.  This  is  not  a 
sex  ad.  GCN  Box  512. _ (32) 

GREAT  CHANCE  TO  SUBLET 
in  friendly,  cooperative  lesbian  house¬ 
hold  in  Allston  on  T.  CHEAP  —  $170  inc 
ht/hw.  Mar-June.  Call  Urv  782-8679, 

keep  trying. _ (cj 

By  the  Pru,  large  clean,  sunny  room  for 
rent  (55/wk  inc  utils.  Please  call  Joe 
267-7422. _ (c) 


Cambridge  coop  of  5  sks  veggie 
housemate.  354-7885.  (commitment  to 
social  change  &  community  living  pre- 
ferred.) _ (27) 

L  28  sks  resp  warm  woman  to  share 
comfortable  Allston  apt  5  rms  porches 
safe  nbhd  nr  Harvard  Sq  &  Vans  $135 
pis  util.  Sandy  782-9886  keep  trying.  (30) 

LF  29,  musician,  sks  secure,  free-spir¬ 
ited  rmmt,  great  6  rm  apt  w/roof  & 
porch.  Artists:  own  workroom.  $163  pis. 
442-4693. _ (29) 

MOVERS  _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

THE  PARKVIEW 

Private  guestrooms  in  heart  of  Boston. 
85  Westland  Ave.  (617)  536-3608.  (33) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

WOMEN’S  COMMUNITY  SCHOOL 
Join  us  for  spring  classes  beginning 
March  15.  Bonds  between  women,  bike 
repair,  women’s  lit,  feminist  health  are 
just  a  few!  Regist  2/22-3/5.  Call 
628-2525  for  more  info  &  a  brochure.  (32) 

Classical  organ  instruction  lessons 
taken  on  excellent,  large,  3  man.  instru¬ 
ment  in  Cambridge.  Beginners  wel¬ 
come.  $10.00/hr.  Scott  Turkington, 
536-1418. _ (31) 

RESORTS 


SKI  VERMONT 

Two  comfortable  bdrms  in  our  charm¬ 
ing  1820s  village  cape  near  Mt  Snow, 
Stratton  for  gay  men  or  women. 
$40/dble/night  incl  bkfst.  Wknds  only, 
max  4  persons.  Dave  &  Mike  (802) 
348-7840. _ (25) 

Fort  Lauderdale:  Guest  quarters  in  spa¬ 
cious  home.  40’  pool,  private  sun  deck. 
$18  up.  (305)764-5654.  Mark  Arthur,  745 
NE  18th  Ave,  FL,  FL  33304. _ (31) 

PUERTO  RICO  —  SEASIDE 
Super  super  special  wkly-mthly  apts 
completely  equip.  Centrally  loc.  Ron 
Bauer  Th-M  9-6(617)  661-6194;  eve  (617) 
426-6822. _ (31) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Late  Apr  to  June  30,  help  w/new  house 
gardening  painting  cleaning,  etc.  Hour¬ 
ly  wage,  own  rm.  T.  Thatcher,  W.  Tis- 
bury  Martha’s  Vineyard,  MA  02575.  (13) 
American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
religious,  pacifist,  social  change  organ¬ 
ization  seeks  Director  of  Peace  Educa¬ 
tion  Division  in  Philadelphia;  Program 
Associate  for  Disarmament  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco;  fundraiser  in  Chicago.  For  info 
on  AFSC  openings;  Karen  Cromley, 
AFSC,  1501  Cherry,  Philadelphia,  PA 
19102. _ (31) 

Information  on  ALASKAN  and  OVER¬ 
SEAS  employment.  Excellent  income 
potential.  Call  (312)  741-9780  Extension 
7245. _ (34) 


FOR  SALE _ 

Free  Catalog!  Z  Budapest’s  Holy  Book 
of  Women’s  Mysteries,  candles,  oils,  in¬ 
cense,  ritual  supplies.  SASE  The  Laugh¬ 
ing  Goddess  Grotto,  P.O.  Box  5844, 
Berkeley,  CA  94705.  _ (31) 

SURPLUS  JEEPS  $65,  CARS  $89, 
TRUCK  $100.  Similar  bargains  avail¬ 
able.  Call  for  your  directory  on  how  to 
purchase.  (602)  998-0575  ext  6648.  Call 
refundable.  (32) 


SERVICES _ 

GAY/BiMEN  SUPPORT 
Prof  therapist  experienced  w/issues  of 
identity  &  relationships  indiv  group 
couples  call  Lou  La  Bella,  MA  (617) 
536-4352  after  6pm  or  message.  (31 ) 

COMING  OUT/STAYING  OUT 
Boston  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  & 
Research  —  intro  workshop  call  Susan 
Gong  666-1648/524-3293  eve.  1st  Sat  ea. 
mo.  Call  for  schedule. _ (34) 

GENDER  IDENTITY  SUPPORT 
Support  and  therapy  services  for 
persons  planning-involved  in  gender 
change.  Lie  Psychologist,  insurance 
accepted.  Ariel  Counseling  739-6381. 

(28) 


BACK  BAY  ASSOCIATES 

Individual,  Group,  Couples  Therapy 
Opening  for  Thursday  Evening  Group 
Early  Evening  and  Saturday  Hours 

Walter  M.  Dybik  424-1381 

SOMA  Neuromuscular  Integration 
Structural  Body  Work 

Peter  L.  Stickel,  RMT  266-8122 


GAY  AIRWAVES  —  Updated  list  of  les- 
bian/gay  radio/TV  shows  throughout 
the  US,  Canada,  &  Europe.  $1 ,  John  Zeh, 
GCGC,  Box  19158,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45219, _  (C) 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen, 
Shiatsu  (Acupressure) 
and  Reflexology  Techniques. 
Gift  Certificates  Available 
Tues-Sat:  12-7 
Joe  262-1000  ext  298 


complete  printing  service 
serving  the  gay  &  lesbian 
community 

Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 

No  job  too  big  or  small 

orders  by  phone  &  mall 
accepted  locally  & 
nationally 

(617)542-8280, 
(617)825-6700 
55  Broad  St,  Boston  MA  02109 

\ _ _ _ s 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965  1311  for  appt. 


ARIEL  COUNSELING 
Psychologoical  services  and  individual 
therapy.  Lesbian  feminist  orientation. 
Insurance  reimbursement.  Licensed 
psychologist.  739-6381. _ (26) 

Transsexual  counseling  by  mail.  Prof 
help/advice,  temp’ry  self-castration 
technique.  Send  detailed  history  &  $15 
to  Box  3105,  Ch'ville,  VA  22903.  (024680) 

GAY  &  BISEXUAL  MEN'S  GROUPS 
Experienced  therapist  working  w/mar- 
ried  gay  men’s  groups;  gay  men’s 
groups  and  individual  therapy.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone,  MA.  451-1398  or 
661-4070, _ (c) 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 
Don  McGaw,  MA 


PROJECT  PLACE  OFFERS 
Immediate  crisis  intervention,  short 
term  counseling  and  referral.  Walk-in  or 
call  for  appt.  267-9150.  Project- Place  32 
Rutland  St,  Boston. _  (31) 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)739-7803 
For  Initial  Appt. 

Want  a  clean  house  made  easy?  Of 
course  you  do,  so  let  me  do  it  for  you.  A 
neat  home  for  sure!  Professional  clean¬ 
ing  at  a  reasonable  rate.  731-0537  late 
p  m  . 

(c) 

WANTED _ 

Ind  F  Prod  seeks  minority  women  —  all 
ages,  job  bkgds,  art  &  music  talent  & 
sexual  orient  —  to  be  interviewed 
and/or  part  in  music  no  for  Warner- 
Amex  Cable  TV  show  on  3rd  world  wo- 
men,  628-3287  after  7pm, _ (31) 

QUEERBASHING  SURVIVORS 
I  need  experiences  w/queerbaiting  or 
bashing  handled  non-violently  for  fu¬ 
ture  GCN  article.  Will  James  25  Harr- 
ington  St,  Newton,  MA  02160.  (32) 

APARTMENTS _ 

So  End  apt  1  bdrm,  din  rm,  full  kit,  hge 
liv  rm  owner  occ  w/w,  close  to  T  $445 
hted.  266-5971. _ (31) 
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Classifieds 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 
All  apartment  rentals,  whether  you  own 
one  house  or  a  hundred,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  at  the  business 
rate. 


Dorchester,  Mtg  Hs  Hill,  2  bdrm  $300,  3 
bdrm  $350,  no  utils.  Lg  apts  in  safe 
area,  storms,  fresh  paint,  yard,  pets  ok 
282-4371  or  491-41 10,  _ (29) 

JP  1  bdrm  apt  on  ground  fl  $275/mo  inc 
ht,  1  mo  sec  dep  req.  522-8859.  (32) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

Time  shr  condo,  P’Town.  Time  pd 
7/4-7/11.  On  beach.  Swimming  pool. 
Tennis  courts.  Walk  to  sand  dunes. 
$5,700.  Must  sell.  Call  after  5. 

647-1847 _ (31) 


OGUNQUIT  MAINE 

Only  1  Vi  hrs  from  Boston  on  1-95.  Com¬ 
mercial  investments,  homes,  condos, 
land  available.  Season  rentals.  Tom, 
Century-21  (207)  646-5585 _ (31) 

WOMEN’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
6  units  plus  mgr  qtrs/efficiency.  Pool, 
hot  tub,  sundecks,  tropical  grdn.  Fur¬ 
nishings,  going  business  $245,000  as¬ 
sumable  mort  9-3/4%.  Will  consider 
2nd.  Principles  only  write  2012  Roose- 
velt  Drive,  Key  West,  FL  33040.  (38) 

Jamaica  Plain:  Carpenter's  dream  2  fam 
Victorian  nr  Washington  St,  $29,000. 
Jamaica  Plain  Real  Estate  524-5464. 


GCN  SPECIALS 


TO  THE  HOT  NUMBER, 
our  benefactor,  who  brought  us  heat 
where  there  was  none.  Thank  you  very, 
very  much.  You  have  helped  many 
frozen  toes  to  thaw. 


THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically- 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. 


69  cents  can  buy  a  lot  of  information 
and  enjoyment.  That’s  what  it  costs  to 
send  1  lb.  of  bks  to  a  lesbian  orgay 
friend  in  prison.  Lots  of  people  have 
given  us  bks,  now  we  need  some  money 
for  postage.  Think  about  it,  you  spend 
as  much  to  buy  a  cup  of  coffee.  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Prisoners  Project,  do  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  or 
426-4469. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
It  race  It  not  a  crucial  Issue  lor  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  QWF  are  not  nacataary; 
QM,  OF  would  do  aa  well,  unleat  you 
really  want  It  othorwlae. 

GIVE  US  THE  CHAIR 
We  would  love  it  if  someone  could 
provide  us  with  an  executive  chair  (with 
wheels  and  arms,  nothing  fancy).  Our 
furniture  is  sparse  and  such  an  item 
would  be  much  appreciated.  Please  call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469.  Thank  you. 

FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. _ ____ 

MICROFILM  READER  WANTED 
The  GCN  staff  would  love  to  be  able  to 
read  its  back  issues  on  microfilm,  but 
cannot  afford  to  buy  a  film  reader.  If 
anyone  has  access  to  a  used  one  or 
would  like  to  donate  one  to  the  office, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

GIVE  GCN  A  WEIGHTY  GIFT 
If  anyone  out  there  has  an  accurate, 
functional  postal  scale,  we  would 
greatly  appreciate  it.  Ours  has  seen 
better  days,  and  for  legal  reasons,  we 
must  have  a  good  postal  scale.  Call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  if  you  can  help 
us  out.Thank  you.  


ORGANIZATIONS 

TEMPTATION 
The  discreet  social  alternative  ’82-/ 
Schedule:  NYC  P-Town  parties  no  fee. 
Quarterly  newsletter  for  details:  Temp- 
tation  PO  Box  4302  Prov,  Rl  02914.  (31) 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Calf  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  till  midnight. 


DO  YOU  SECRETLY  LUST 
After  wimmin  in  black  habits?  Do  you 
picture  your  soul  liberally  sprinkled 
with  black  specks  reminding  you  of 
your  venial  sins?  Do  you  feel  guilty 
whenever  you’re  enjoying  yrsf?  Con¬ 
fess!  Join  ex-Catholic  dykes  group.  Call 
Jil  426-4469. 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. _ 


Socialist-Feminism  Discussion  Bulle¬ 
tin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  the  women’s 
mvt,  reproductive  rhts,  lesbian/gay 
liberation,  community  org,  wking 
women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available  from: 
Solidarity,  a  Socialist-Feminist 
Network,  4360  23rd  St,  SF,  CA  94114. 
$3.95  (inc.  postage). _ (c) 


WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery- workers,  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  pot-luck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  266-6644 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-S,  NY,  NY  10018  or  phone  (212) 
475-0987. _ (38) 


D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb.  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
.Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
:  Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck,  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  calendar, 
call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or  write  PO 
Box  11,  Camb  M  A  021 38. _ (36) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now.  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  c/o  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd., 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  PI.,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  523-7664.  All  per- 
sons  are  welcome.  _ 

New  women's  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  education  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance  w/market- 
ing,  graphic  design,  fundraising,  media 
work.  Letter  of  interest  &/ or  resume  to 
Women's  Educational  Media,  Inc.,  36 
Colwell  Ave,  Brighton,  MA  02135. 
367-2086 _ (8) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
1  every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  021 14.  (c) 

PUBLICATIONS 

BOOKS  &  RECORDS  BY  MAIL: 
Feminist/lesbian  literature;  women's 
music.  Frequent  lists  issued.  Fast,  per¬ 
sonal  service.  Alison  Meyers,  Booksel¬ 
ler,  768  Main  St,  Willimantic,  CT 

06226. _ _ _ (3D 

Rejects  —  “suppressed”  writings  on 
children,  religion,  academics,  psychi¬ 
atry,  leftist  publications,  pedophile  lib¬ 
eration.  80«  (stamps/cash):  David  Son- 
enschein,  PO  Box  4755,  Austin,  TX 
78765. _ (31) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235, 
Contoocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 


POLITICALLY  INCORRECT!! 

Get  your  copy  of  Focus’s  “Polit¬ 
ically  Incorrect”  issue  available 
now  at  New  Words  and  Glad  Day  or 
directly  by  mailing  $1.35  plus  .25 
postage  to:  Focus,  OCBC,  1151 
Mass  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 
Hurry!  They  won’t  last. 


GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

newsweekly.  Covers  Gay.  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept 
GCN.33W  17th  St,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 


GRAB  ITT 

’Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
.national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible 
socialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  & 
unique  features.  Congressperson  John 
.Conyers  says  we’re  “invaluable."  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
.These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL 60622.  (29)  (30x) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  Into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &.bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222. _  (c) 


Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  two 
15C  stamps,  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station.  NY  11746  (516)  427-1289.  (12) 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 

A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press  publi¬ 
cation,  welcomes  review  copies,  au¬ 
thors’  queries,  and  subscriptions:  $5.00 
for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor  Station, 
Boston,  MA  02123. _ _ (5) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s 
oldest  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs 
continuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry, 
reviews,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our 
only  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  mnth. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb, 
MA  02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6 
issues.  $1.35  +  40c  postage  for  sample 
copy.  $1 0/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  enve- 
lope_.  For  further  info  (617)  259-0063. 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE| 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  at 
Anarchist). 


My  sign  is  Virgo.  I  enjoy  dancing,  social  I 
drinking  (no  drugs).  I  would  like  to  write] 
sophisticated  older  women  (26-45).  I’m  in] 
the  Cal.  Institute  for  Women.  Roxanne] 
MUNOZ.  W15623,  C.l.  W.  Frontera,  Ca| 
91720. 
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People  generally  laugh  when  I  men-, 
tlon  that  I  went  from  Yale  to  jail  and  that) 
I  got  a  more  vital  education  from  3  years] 
in  jail  than  from  6  years  at  Yale  ...  A  lit¬ 
tle  reflection  should  convince  most  per  l 
sons  that  one  can  learn  more  about  the] 
nature  of  our  society  by  sharing  in  a| 
small  way  the  life  of  its  victims  than  by| 
interacting  inteilectuaily  with  its  | 
privileged  academicians.” 

Dave  Dellinger  (who  served  two  prison| 
terms  for  draft  resistance). 


GCN  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

|  WE  SEND  FREE  SUBS,  BOOKS  (WHEN 
AVAILABLE)  AND  RUN  PENPAL  ADS 
(THERE’S  SOMETIMES  A  LONG  WAIT¬ 
ING  LIST  BECAUSE  SPACE  IS  LIMIT¬ 
ED!),  AND  LITTLE  BY  LITTLE  WE’LL  BE 
LOOKING  FOR  OTHER  WAYS  TO  SUP¬ 
PORT  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
BEHIND  BARS  (WITH  LETTERS  OF 
PROTEST  FOR  MISTREATMENT  OR 
DENIAL  OF  RIGHT  TO  RECEIVE  GCN 
AND  WITH  ARTICLES  ON  THE  POLI¬ 
TICS  OF  “CRIME”  AND  PUNISHMENT). 
WE  REALLY  NEED  HELP  DOING 
THESE  THINGS.  IF  YOU  CAN  HELP 
WITH  YOUR  TIME  OR  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION,  SEND  TO  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
PRISONER  PROJECT  OR  CALL  MIKE 
|  AT  GCN.  THANKS!  _  _ 
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jLonely  prisoner,  artist,  loves  poems, 
Iwould  like  to  hear  from  someone  out 
lthere,  and  will  answer  all  honestly. 
IPlease  write  David  John  O’BRIEN, 
IB-32942,  X  wg  CTFC,  Box  686,  Soledad, 
ICA  93960 


I’m  new  to  the  gay  life  and  would  like  to 
I make  some  new  friends.  I’ll  write 
lanyone  who  is  sincere.  Ronnie  Crich- 
| field.  Box  30-4149,  Pendleton,  IN  46064 


]l  am  a  prisoner  doing  12  years  for 
| man/boy  love.  I  saw  one  of  your  papers 
|(well  part  of  it)  and  liked  it.  I  have  been 
Jhere  now  for  2  years  so  fare  and  hoping 
|  with  luck  to  be  out  in  84. 1  would  like  to 
|  hear  from  anyone  who  would  care  to 
write  me.  It  isn’t  easy  for  me  here  to  say 
I  am  gay.  I  have  been  In  the  closet  so 
|  long  and  need  some  help.  I  am  a  WM 
| age  37,  weight  198, 6 '2'  with  gray  hair.  I 
| don’t  have  anyone  who  writes  to  me  and 
|  would  like  anyone  any  age  male  or 
]  female.  One  more  thing:  if  you  have  any 
| old  G.C.N.  newspapers  that  you  have 
read  DON’T  THROW  THEM  AWAY. 
|  Could  you  send  it  to  me?  I  have  a  hard 
|time  communicating  with  anyone,  I  am 
| shy,  but  working  on  it  so  I  won’t  be  any 
longer.  Thanks  for  listening  to  me. 
James  Torget  N-21,  3102  E.  Highland 


'Thank  you  for  putting  me  on  the  GCN 
mailing  list.  It’s  nice  to  have  something 
to  read  about  what’s  going  on  in  the  gay 
community  outside  these  four  walls.  If 
possible  I’d  like  to  receive  a  book  of  gay 
poetry  if  you  have  any.  I  had  one  book 
sent  in  but  they  said  I  couldn’t  have  it 
because  the  title  was  obscene  (it  was 
Orgasms  of  Light,  a  collection  of  Whit¬ 
man’s  poems).  I  would  also  like  to  have 
my  name  added  to  your  penpal  list. 
Thanks.  Maurice  LEWIS,  N-10502,  Box 
87,  Menard  IL  62259 
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Craving  for  companionship  with  some¬ 
body  else  while  I’m  in  prison  and  when  I 
get  out  I  like  to  bowl,  play  tennis,  swim¬ 
ming,  golf,  and  racing' cars.  Daniel  A. 
Lyles  A-033279,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke, 
Florida  32091 


./ 


’m  29  years  of  age,  medium  build,  5  ’10 
tall,  193  bis.  brown  hair,  blue  eyes.  My 
hobbies  include:  sports,  travelling, 
playing  Music  (drummer),  body, 
building,  wood  crafting,  pool,  and  meet¬ 
ing  new  people.  It’s  very  lonesome  in 
here.  Rick  Mead  #158691,  P.O.  Box  69, 
London,  Ohio  43140-0069 


Down  with  6  years.  23  years  old,  Sagit- 
tarlan,  20  months  left  to  freedom.  Have 
brown  hair  and  eyes.  5 '6"  tall,  weight 
145  lbs.  Will  answer  all  letters,  photo 
nice  but  not  necessary.  All  gay  guys 
please  write  me.  Duke  Stokovich  #150 
677,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio 
45699. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 
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Thank  you  for  your  kindness  and  com¬ 
passion  by  sending  me  a  compli 
mentary  copy  of  G.C.N.  I  really  enjoyed 
it  very  much.  I  would  appreciate  it  if  you 
or  your  readers  could  give  some 
information  about  where  to  obtain  or 
order  the  gay  magazines.  We  are 
allowed  to  receive  any  type  of  this 
material  if  it  comes  from  publisher  or 
dealer.  I  am  a  GWM,  40  years  young,  in 
Folsom  Prison,  Calif.,  for  self-defense 
A.D.W.  I  have  been  in  for  many  years.  I 
have  no  family,  no  mail,  and  no  visits, 
ever.  I  live  in  great  fear  and  apprehen¬ 
sion  due  to  much  prejudice  and  dis¬ 
crimination  against  me  by  prisoners 
and  staff.  I  am  very  depressed, 
dejected,  alone  and  lonely,  at  all  times. 

I  still  have  30  months  until  release.  If 
you  would  publish  my  letter,  perhaps  I 
could  get  some  advice  and  pen-pals  . . . 
Stamp  appreciated.  Best  regards, 
Richard  Rey  Kidd,  Box  B72191  — 
Folsom  Prison,  Represa,  CA  95671 
My  name  is  James  M.  Graham,  I’m  26 
yrs.  of  age,  born  12/29/54.  I’m  presently 
incarcerated,  and  have  been  since  1971. 
Because  of  my  situation  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  outside  world  on  a  large  or 
even  normal  scale  simply  eludes  me. 
For  that  reason  I’m  seeking  to  establish 
correspondence  with  all  sincere  person 
who  care  to  write.  James  M.  Graham, 
Box  69  #134-820,  London,  OH  43140 
I  am  a  26  year  old  inmate  who  would 
like  to  recieve  mail  from  anyone  for  a 
close  sincere  friendship.  Rickie  LeDuc, 
Box  30-11279,  Pendleton,  IN  46064 


I  am  presently  incarcerated  In  prison 
and  have  no  family  or  friends  to  write 
to.  All  I  wish  is  that  you  can  run  an  ad 
that  would  pertain  to  this  and  that  I’m 
seeking  correspondence  with  some¬ 
one.  It’s  pretty  hard  doing  time  and 
being  lonely  too.  Ernest  D.  Carpenter, 
P.O.  Box  607-N.S.P.,  Carson  City,  NE 
89702-0607 


am  a  lonely  person.  I  am  24  years  old 
and  I  would  like  very  much  to  have  a 
pen  pal  to  write  to.  I’m  six  feet  tall  and 
have  sandy  blond  hair.  Joseph  Dugen 
057669,  P.O.  Box  488-F  52,  Polk  City,  FL 
33868 


Very  lonely  Aries  seeks  correspon¬ 
dence  with  alfend  any  race  for  friend¬ 
ship  and  rgular  correspondence.  If 
you’re  out  there  and  need  a  friend  or  a 
strong  shoulder  to  cry  on,  please  write 
to  me.  William  C.  Simmons,  P.O.  Box 
747  3-3-3-2,  Starke,  FL  32091 


I’m  in  the  federal  pen  for  bank  robbery. 
I’ve  been  down  for  almost  4  years  and 
have  2  left  until  I  can  walk  free.  I’m  29, 6 
ft.,  175  lbs.,  brown  hair  and  eyes.  I  was 
arrested  in  San  Jose  where  I  lived  at  the 
time  of  the  bank  robbery.  I’m  a  native  of 
San  Francisco  and  plan  to  return  there 
when  freed  in  November  of  1983.  I 
receive  no  mail  and  have  no  outside 
contact  and  could  use  a  little.  Thanks 
Dewey  Baker,  14852-116,  B-3,  Lewis- 
burg,  PA  17837 

Until  last  month  no  one  here  was  aware 
I  was  a  homosexual.  There  is  this  small 
kid  on  my  tier  who  is  an  open  gay  and  is 
about  my  own  age.  One  day  a  lot  of 
-guys  were  harassing  him  about  being 
gay.  I  am  well-liked  and  respected  by  all 
the  inmates  who  were  there.  I  was  so 
mad  I  walked  up  and  said,  “I  am  a  gay, 
do  you  think  that  about  me?  Am  I  a 
piece  of  shit?"  They  were  all  shocked 
and  didn't  know  what  to  say.  I  can’t 
explain  how  good  I  feel  about  myself 
since  that  day.  Anyway  I  was  wondering 
if  I  could  please  have  a  subscription  to 
your  paper  and  if  possible  I  would  really 
like  to  get  some  mail  from  some  other 
gays.  On  the  outside  I  like  to  read 
novels  and  go  to  the  movies.  Sincerely 
William  DAVIS,  Box  43,  Norfolk  MA 
02056 


Two  gay  prisoners:  Forrest  Smith 
#96709,  6’,  175  lbs.  blond  hair  and  blue 
eyes.  Very  muscular.  Into  health, 
sensuality  and  beautiful  things.  Terry 
Stryker,  #90478,  6 '4*.  197  lbs.,  green  v 
eyes,  sandy  hair,  masculine,  active  C; 
Libran.  Into  boxing,  weights,  nature, 
music.  Write  us.  P.O.  Box  97, 
McAlester,  Oklahoma  74501 


NL 


Calendar 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and! 
lesbian  running  group.  Info:  825-0181. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  into  tts 
for  outdoors  events:  volleyball  Jay  262-4896 
swimming  227-5363;  basketball  236-1914;  gen¬ 
eral  outdoors  events  fte  John  275-1336  and 


weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehosue  with 
entertainment.  Open  hoot  on  first  Sun.  of  the 
month.  Bring  talents  and  instruments.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8pm.  $2. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1FM)  1-4pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
bian/gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music,  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group 
alternative  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  Second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl,  Memorial  Union,  UMO.  7pm. 
FramlnghamlMiltordlFranklin,  MA  —  Tri¬ 
county  Assoc.  Gay  social  club.  All  ages 
welcome.  Info:  528-6544. 


Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 

ftortharn  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men’s  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Into:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men’s  Group. 
Newsletter  staff  and  Gay  Prisoner  Support 
Project.  Sunday  Brunch.  12:30-2:30.  67  Thorn¬ 
dike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931 


monaay 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  882-7746,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Lesbian/Gay  Raps  (MCC). 
5  Junction  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  272-9247  or 
751-3322. 

tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  Collective  meets  every  other  Tuesday 
at  7:20  for  scheduling,  grant-writing  and 
support.  For  more  info  call  542-8575  (and 
leave  message  if  no  one  is  there). 
Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VO  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland' 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  "coming  out" 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group.  Is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 
354-8807 

Boston,  Ma  —  Project  Place  offers  Hotline 
Counselor  Training  beginning  each  month 
and  would  like  more  people  from  the  gay 
community  to  know  of  its  availability. 
Orientation  every  Wed.  6:30pm.  32  Rutland 
Place  (South  End).  Info:  262-3740. 

Hyannls,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed,  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  medial 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitis.  35 -m 
women  s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7om.  Info:  599-5928. 
Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday.  Info: 
583-8447. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Pitslleld,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442-7772. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


thursday 


(THAT’S  US  FOLKS!).  COME  HELP  PROOF¬ 
READ.  BEGINS  6-ISH.  REFRESHMENTS  AND 
GOOD  TIMES.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR 
PARK  ST.  T)  INFO:  426-4469. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People’s  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
,the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay^ 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian* 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979.  J 


Worcester,  MA  —  “Straight  Talk  About  Gays  ", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW.  91.3FM. 

Boston,  Mm  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  NU  Lambda,  Northeastern's 
social/support  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  meets  every  Thursday 
at  266  Ell  Center.  7m. 

New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 

friday  . 

Boston,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND,  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVEHY  BODY  WELL  COME!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  ofSex- 
ual  Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women's  Services  cen-, 
ter,  499-2425. 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord's  Men's  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion.  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 

sat 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  Line  751-3322  (eves). 
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coming  events 


Orono,  ME  —  Maine  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s 
Symposium  IX  and  the  Second  Annual  New 
England  Conference  of  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  will  be  held  jointly  this  year  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Maine,  Orono  (near  Bangor).  All  in¬ 
terested  groups  in  New  England  who  would 
like  to  participate,  establish  communication 
with  other  groups,  display  arts  and  crafts, 
should  let  the  symposium  committee  know  by 
March  1  if  possible.  Registration  for  housing, 
childcare,  and  special  needs  requests  should 
also  be  sent  by  March  1.  Dance,  films,  coffee¬ 
house,  workshops,  plenary  sessions  and 
MORE!  Send  registration  info  to:  Symposium 
IX/Conference  2,  Wilde-Stein  Club,  Memorial 
Union,  U  of  M,  Orono,  ME  04473. 


Boston,  MA  —  One  Woman  Show,  paintings, 
drawings  and  prints  by  Martha  Abatuno,  at 
Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.  (near  Aquarium). 
Feb.  21  thru  March  31.  Reception  Feb.  21,  4-6 
pm.  Info:  423-7730. 


feb  23  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  weekly  membership 
meeetlng.  Special  presentation  by  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Prison  Project.  GCN  offices  22 
Bromfield  St.  6:30  pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee  meeting,  131  Clarendon  St.  (3rd 
fl.),  near  Copley  Square.  7pm.  Info:  262-4777  or 
731-6737. 


Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  Political  Awareness  Week  continues. 
Tonight:  A  racial-ethnic  perspective. 

Speakers:  Tia  Cross,  anti-racism  educator, 
and  Armando  Gaitan,  Boston  coordinator  of 
the  March  on  Washington.  Grace  Episcopal, 
385  Essex  St.  Info:  745-3848. 

24  wed 

Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  Political  Awareness  Week  continues. 
Tonight:  A  feminist  perspective.  Speakers: 
Joe  Interrante  of  Radical  America  and  Margo 
Rey  of  Women  Inc.  Salem  State  College 
Library  Function  Room.  7:30pm 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  People's  Chorus 
will  hold  an  organizational  rehearsal  open  to 
women  and  men  for  the  performance  of 
Haydn's  Creation  in  May.  All  Interested  sing¬ 
ers  welcome.  7-9pm.  Boston  Community 
Music  Center,  48  Warren  Ave.  Info:  542-9493. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  What  do  lesbian  rights  and 
feminism  have  to  do  with  each  other?  Boston 
NOW  Lesbian  Task  Force  is  sponsoring  a  Les¬ 
bian  Awareness/Consciousness  Raising 
Series  tonight  and  on  March  3.  7pm.  99 
Bishop  Allen  Dr.  Info:  661-6015. 

25  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Community  News  pro¬ 
ofreading  begins  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St. 
Volunteers  welcome  (tonight  and  tomorrow 
night  tor  sending  out  the  paper). 

Beverly,  MA  —  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  Political  Awareness  Week  continues. 
Tonight:  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues,  a  class 
perspective.  Chris  Czernik,  lesbian  feminist 
activist  and  educator.  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church,  225  Cabot  St.  7:30pm. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Andre  Lord,  feminist  poet, 
will  speak  in  the  Forum  at  the  Kennedy 
School,  79  Boylston  St.  (Harvard  Sq.).  8pm. 
FREE! 

26  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
VOLUNTEER  NIGHT  FOR  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  TO  SUBSCRIBERS.  COME  BY  FOR  A 
WHILE.  GOOD  GOMES  AND  REFRESH¬ 
MENTS!  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  ANY  TIME 
AFTER  6. 

Beverly,  MA  —  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  Political  Awareness  Week.  Tonight: 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues:  a  local  perspective, 
with  Ann  Maguire  of  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  and  Mel  King,  State  Rep.  from  Boston 
and  longtime  supporter  of  gay  rights.  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church,  225  Cabot  St. 
7:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Snowshoe 
hikes  in  the  White  Mts.  Info:  Roy  (617) 
247-1206  (h)  or  864-5770  x2577  (w). 

Boston,  MA  —  Closer  to  Utopia."  a  lesbian 
adventure  from  a  girls'  boarding  school  by 
Marty  Kingsbury  presented  by  the  Cauldron 
Experimental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (near 
Dover  T  stop,  oft  Harrison  Ave  Fri  (women 
only)  and  Sat  eves.  Feb  12.  13.  19.  20.  26  and 
27.  8pm  $4.  Into:  542  8575. 


27  sat 

Salem  MA  —  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  Political  Awareness  Week.  Tonight: 
"Pink  Triangles,"  a  film  on  lesbian  and  gay  op¬ 
pression.  Collegd  Union,  Salem  State  College. 
7pm. 


Bangor,  ME  —  INTERWEAVE,  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  of  Maine,  is  having  a  business 
meeting  at  6pm  and  a  potluck  at  7.  Program: 
Addiction  in  the  lesbian/gay  community.  First 
Unitarian  Church,  Maine  and  Union  Sts.  7pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Institute  for  Gay 
Studies.  Conference  for  Workers  in  the  Com¬ 
munity  and  Organizational  Development. 
10am-3pm,  14  Beacon  St.  Suite  506.  Info: 
491-8245  or  720-0693. 

Boston,  MA  —  Harvard-Radcllff  Gay  Students 
Assoc.  Dance  for  members  and  their  guests. 
63  Chandler  St.  9pm.  Info:  426-2128. 

Boston,  MA  —  Women  Outdoors,  cross¬ 
country  skiing  or  hiking  at  Hale  Reservatiort  in 
Westwood.  Car  pooling  available.  Info:  Caro 
926-8014.  Lesbians  encouraged  to  participate. 

28  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and 
Lesbians.  Open  House  for  all  lesbians  and  gay 
men  at  Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (near  MIT), 
Free  admission  and  brunch  4-8pm.  Info: 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians,  do  Glad 
Day  Book  Shop.  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
02108. 


mar  2  tues 

Dorchester,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays,  Meeting  at  7:15pm.  Loy¬ 
ola  Hall,  Boston  College  High  School,  150 
Morrissey  Blvd.  (opposite  Globe  Bldg,  near 
Kennedy  Lib.).  Film:  “All  God's  Children"  on 
homosexuality,  and  discussiort.  Info:  846-7527 
or  write:  Boston  Parents  FLAG,  76  Brook  Hill 
Rd„  Milton,  MA  02167 


